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| ADELA vs MONTFORT. | 


ApELA vx MONTFORT - 
To VE 
err DE MONTFORT. | 


- REJOICE with me, my brother, the 
Duke is not in the hands of his enemies, 
he eſcaped through the courage and 
fidelity of his valet, who has been car- | 
ried to Paris; but I hope that he will be 
ſet at liberty when the miſtake 3 is found ; 


I am ſo happy at this diſcovery, that 
Lean hardly. tell you how we were in- 
formed of the event. | 

Vor- II. CC 
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At cweles 1 * the Date takes 
us from hence, he will run the riſque, 
although I have uſed all endeavours to 
prevent him. He will not, truſt us to 
the care of any one. He ſays he will 
protect the ſiſter of his abſent friend, or 
periſh. You, he fays, (had he a ſiſler) 


would. in the ſame fituation, do as much 


for him. 


Still Thave not told you how we found 
out that he had eſcaped. About eight 
falt night the convent bell rung, a thing 
quite uncuſtomary, as every one retires 
before that hour to their apartment. 
The bell was anſwered, and a perſon in 
the drefs of a fiſherman enquired for e; 
ſaid his dufinefs was of the utmoſt im- 
portance, and that I muſt ſee him. On 
hearing this, I deſcended to the grate; 
and , judge of my ſurprize and j joy, when 
I recognized the face of the Duke un- 
der this diſguiſe ; my ſpirits could not 


13 ſupport 
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ſupport me, and L ſank | into the arms of 


the lay. fiſter, who attended me, and who. 
ſtood in mute aſtoniſhment. As ſoon as. 
I was a little recovered, I ſent to inform 
Madame Adelaide and Jacquiline, who 
inſtantly came and conducted the Duke 
to the parlour, where he related to us 


what had befallen him, fince our ſepara- 
tion, in 1 nearly theſe words * 


te 
ce 
40 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
c 


66 


90 You remember, when I left Mont-. 
morin, the. Duke gave me a horſe, 
and a pair of piſtols: with theſe I de- 


termined to ſell my life as dearly as I. 
could to my purſuers. 1 rode into 


the wood as faſt az my horſe could 
gallop: after about half an hour I 
heard diſtinctly the ſound of a horſe, 


and the voice of a man ſhouting ;, 8 


this was ſo near me, that I knew i it 


was in vain to hope to eſcape unob- 


ſerved. I inſtantly ſtopped my horſe, 
and put myſelf in the beſt poſture of 
B 2 defence, 


* 
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« defence, though I did not expect that 
ve this would long avail me. The horſe- 
man came in fight: It was only a ſingle 
e perſon, m, upon his nearer ap- 
* proach, I found to be my own valet, 
ho wept for joy when he ſaw me. He 
* cried, my Lord, inſtantly change 
& cloaths with me, the blood-hounds 
&« are at our heels, they are informed of 
ws your dreſs, and the road that you 
„ have taken. Why ſhould I involve 
* you, Deville,” ſaid I, in my misfor- 
& tunes let us puſh on, perhaps we 
2 may eſcape : ſome place may preſent 
c itſelf for ſhelter from purſuit. The 
5 poor fellow ſtill kept tripping him- 
„* ſelf, and inſiſted that I ſhould do the 
* ſame, I did ſo, and changed cloaths 
* and horſes with him; in the time I | 
«© was doing ſo, he told me that the 
«© Count Montmorin would be arreſted | 
when he got to Paris, as there was an 
a accuſation preferred againſt him, and 
2 * that 
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* that I would never return if caught. 
He advifed me to tie my horſe in an 
* adjacent field, and hide myſelf in 
“ ſome of the thickets with which the 
& wood abounded, whilſt he would ride 


on at a ſmart pace, as he knew. that 
* he muſt ſoon. be overtaken, He 
© would not ſtay for my acknowledge- 
< ments, but rode off, leaving me a 
% thouſand bleſſings. I did juſt as he 
% directed, and fixed myſelf ſo as to 
© obſerve the road without being ſeen. 
„ had not been in my hiding-place 
* more than a quarter of an hour, before 
© I ſaw a troop of horſemen riding at 
« full gallop, and a carriage followed 


d quickly as poſſible; they paſſed ſo 


J e near me, that I was tempted to have 


© diſcharged one ot both of my piſtols 

t at them, for Deville left theſe with me 

4 as, he ſaid, he did not intend to make 

3 * any defence, becauſe if they miſtook. 
' _ ©. him for me, they would inſtantly ve- 

| m. B 3 « turn 
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4 turn with him to Paris, and I ſhould 
l thereby be left to make my eſcape. 
On finding their miſtake, he would 


* regain his liberty. This conjecture 


of his proved true, for in about an 
hour after, the party returned, and the 
t carriage was ſtrongly guarded, and 
e the horſe on which Deville rode was 
N . by-one of the ruffians. I did not 

*« chooſe to quit my hiding - place, until 


_ *« night was pretty far advanced, when 


. went and untied my horſe, and pur- 


ee ſped my way as quickly as poſſible, 


I rode on till day-break, without meet- 
*« ing any one. At length, 1 found my- 
4. ſelf not far from the ſea-fide; I ſaw, at 
* ſome little diſtance, a fiſherman's hut, 
e and thither I directed the ſteps of my 
«weary horſe. After long knocking, 
6 1 Was anſwered, and was. aſked what 
* 6;/]-wanted? I replied, that having tra- 
4 yelled very far and loſt my way in the 

- 266 wood, 1 defired to be allowed to reſt 
11 4 and 


— 
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< and refreſh myſelf with them, for 


« vhich I would reward them liberally. 


< A young man came and let me in, 
„ ſaying, © what now. F ſuppoſe. you 
think come becauſe you ſay you 
will reward me but I, don't, though, 
for if you had not a ſous, I would let 
you in and give you what our hut 
© affords. Would you ſo, crieda voice 
that ſounded like that of a crols old 


« woman,” but I tell you; that I ſhan'r 
harbour any ſtrangers. though—what 
do I know but they may be robbers * 
© Beſides, / if they want any thing they 

4 ſhall pay for it bandſomely before 


« they get it So, Jacques, pray hold 
your tongue. I'll get up and look 
at the ſtranger.“ She did ſo, and pre- 
©; ſented a figure that was uglineſs itſelf. 
J addrefſed myſelf to her, pray ing for 

* ſhelter. and food, and at the ſame time 
gave her a Louis- d'or. Her counte- 
© nance frightened me, and ſhe ordered 


B 4 Jacques 
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« Jacques to light a fire, which he did 


% moſt readily. I got a little brown 


« bread, and fomething which they 
called broth; after taking which 1 
lay down on Jacques' bed to raminate 
on what was to be done. The young 
fellow went out about his buſineſs; 
but returned again in about two hours, 
e crying as if his heart would break, 
J enquired the cauſe. He ſaid, the 
« caſtle of Montmorin was befieped, 


6" family driven out, and the Count 


« was taken priſoner to Paris; this he 
© had heard from one of the fervants, 
«© who faid, he was ſent to try if he 
% could gain any intelligence of a gen- 


«© tleman who had paſſed that way the 


% day before, as it was ſuſpected that 
% he was taken priſoner ; alſo he de- 
4 ſcribed his dreſs: fo I knew. it could 
„ not be you, but if he had come to 
4 me they ſhould never have taken him, 
1 * Jacques had life. I found that 
« this 
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this fellow might be truſted, and I 
determined to confide in him. Ithere· 
fore aſked him to let me go out with 
* him in his boat, which he very readily 
„ complied with, We rowed very 
« quietly along, when I faid, Jacques, 
« you ſeem ſorry for the family of the 
„ Count de Montmoria-! Could not 
„ you and I ſerve them at this criſis, 
think you?” Serve them, replied he, 
* aye, that would be delightful to me. 
© The Count has always been kind to 
© me, and given me money when I 
© could not work and was fick.“ What 
e ſhall we do?” © Pl do any thing you. 
© pleaſe,” “ Well, faid I, I thank you in 
the name of the family, and will not 
fail to reward your ſervices:” © There 
© again,” faid he, reward, reward is al- 
© ways in your mouth, becauſe I am 

poor you think I am not honeſt,” <4. Þ 
« then propoſed, that he ſhould. * aut 
„ for Montmorin, and bear a+ letter 3 
B 5 and, 


4 


"Yo e Mes 


4 N . 
„ : 5 1 
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© and, if poſſible, bring me an anſwer; 
„ Jthen told him who I was, and that 
* my life was in his hands.“ * 1s it,” ſaid 
he, then it is ſafe. But you ſhall-not 
go back to our hut, I'Il row you to a 


place of better ſafety. My mother 


© loves money, and if any one enquires 
for you, and ſhould” but ſhew her 
gold, you are then betrayed; © I have 
a ſweetheart, a good kind-hearted 
* ſoul; who will ſecret you: neither 
Jacques nor Jannette will betray you, 
though the riches of the world lay 
before them as the price.“ “ I ſhook 
«the fellow by the hand and told him, 
« xrelied on his truth and fidelity: 


21 
1 


„ We rowed until we came to the 
- £5, oppoſite ſhore; where, after tyin 

6 his boat to a tree, we proceeded to a 
:4 village, where J was introduced to 
260 neee and her father and mother, 
„ who wt entered into my fituation, - 
on and 
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4 and promiſed. to. do their beſt for my 
« Accommodation, Here I wrote letters, 
« and diſpatched them to Montmorin by 
4 Jacques, who ſaid; that he would be 
« as, expeditious as poſſible. He left 
4 mes I | endeavoured. to collect my 
* ſcattered thoughts as well as L could. 
% Jangette was truly attentive: for her 
<« lovers ſake, Who bad, ſtrongly re- 
„ commended me to her. A day and 
a night elapſed exe Haw Jacques ; at 
length he came, and told me, that” 
all was true, the caſtle was ſeized, 
<<. the Count gone to Paris andtchis lady 
«, nouone knew, whither :. for that ſhe 
was, taken away in she night ſe- 
« eretly, and it was ſtrongly believed 
<<. pat fairly. This news thrt me ino 
4 a ſtate of diſtraction. Le ined to- 
go inftantly. to Montmorin at all e- 
vents, to queſtioa the fr vantaʒ dd 
earn where the Counteſs uns carried 
This any honeſt friend, ohpoſed, aa. 
A 37 B 6. « the 
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«© the father of Jannette offered tio go 
et and try if he could learn any thing, 1 
as if Jacques went too often he might SV « 
«© be ſuſpected, and watched. This was 
«4 agreed on, and I had another day to | 
% wait in anxious ſuſpence. He re- 9 
« turned at length, and had been more 
« ſucceſsful than my firſt meſſenger. 
« The Counteſs, with a young lady, 
had been carried to the convent of 
K. Clair, at midnight, at the ſame time 
ce that the Count departed from Paris. 
„ This news relieved me greatly, and 1 
then determined to attempt making 
« vou a viſit. To accompliſh this, 1 
again ebanged dreſs with Jacques, 
and ſet out, accompanied by the fa- 
„ ther of J annette, who now waits for 
me at the convent gate.” 
* 5 Ga 
Here the Duke ended os hoon we 
ſhewed him the letter the Counteſs had 
3 from the Count. He ad- 
; viſed, 


<< 


+ © 
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viſed, that we ſhould be ready at mid- 
night, and he would come again and 
conduct us to the cottage of Jannette, 
where we might be concealed until it 
might be poſſible to get a conveyance out 
of the kingdom. To this the Counteſs 
conſents, and we now wait the arrival of 
the Duke, who is to conduct us hence; 
but whither we cannot ſay. 1 have been 
thus particular, as I know you would be 
anxious to hear every thing relative to 
the Duke's eſcape, and I don't know: 
when I may have. either leiſure or op- 
portunity again; perhaps, we may bend 
our courſe towards England; this I with, 
as then my drother can direct i 
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| LaDyY SUSAN SPENCE at 


'Lapy $SABINA SOMMERYALLE, | 


N DEED, my grave ante Saks 

I give you many thanks for your two; 
laſt diſcourſes or ſermons. I have not 
time juſt now, on my arrival in London, j 
to anſwer them as they deſerve. + They $ 
ought to be read with attention, and I 
don't know but they deſerve even pub- 
lication : of this I ſhall conſider at my 
leiſure ; in the meantime, I ſhall purſue: 9 
my own plam of independence, and leave 
you to your volunta. y ſlavery. And ſo, 4 
you think, the life of a Harem agreeable. 
I hear that you are aiming at ſome ſuch 

comfortable eſtabliſhment in your own. 

family. My mother is quite laviſh. in 
her: | 


=_ 


her praiſes in your amiable propriety of 
conduct, as it is called by all the ancient 
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maidens who come to teiſe me with their 
idiot viſits, I am ſometimes tempted to 
ſend my parrot down to converſe with 
them : it has almoſt as many ideas. as. 
themſelves, and is not more under con- 
troul than they are. I am really aſhamed 
of all my female acquaintance, except. 


Lady Bell Lawleſs, who is going to join 


me, in order to humble this omnipotent 
animal man, to whom you all bow with 


the ſame adoration the Perſians do to the 


ſun. Who gave, him this tyrannical 
right over us? I Will not ſay as, I mean 


your Why yourſelves ! Lou allow. the 


men to treat you as fools; nay, to lead 
you up and down the houſe as if your 
own ſtrength could not ſupport you. 1 
am ready to laugh when any petit mai- 
tre comes and offers to hand me down. 
ſtairs, or prays me to lean on their arm 


from my carriage into the houſe, and 


| then 
, 
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then enquire if I am not quite fatigued b 
with a walk in Kenſington Gardens, 1 © ft 
walked one of theſe animals into a high | | 
fever, juſt to ſhew him that I had as 

found health and frengrh, and a lite 
more ſenſe than himfelf. $ 


So, I find 0 you have heard of my — © 
excurſion after Wiſdom to the Houſe of 7 
Commons, and are ſurprized at my mak 
ing the attempt. This I intend to do 
very often, and I am well perſuaded, 
that I ſhall not be convinced, even there, 
of the decided ſupremacy of man. IF 
could have ſpoken more to the purpoſe 
on many points, the night I heard the de- 
bates, than many whom J heard ſpeak, 
and were Atended to as oracles. How- 
ever, if you like it, you ſhall command 
in your Harem, whilſt I will be equak 
evety where to thoſe with whom J con- 
verſe: not will J loſe one atom of my 
e though all the females who - 
hug 


1 
. 
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hug their chains, in voluntary ſlavery, 
Z ſhould condemn me for my opinions. 
9 4 ö 
Are you not coming to London this 
winter; my mother expects you, and 1 
beg you not to diſappointus all. L andſ- 
ford is in love, and wants your advice. 
q I have offered mine, but he will have 
> none of it; it is tainted, he ſays, with 
© folly and affeQation, 1: have one man 
j however, who pays a reſpe&to me: this 
is the Count Robert. I ſhall make ſome- 
ching of him, I believe, and teach him 
2 to treat mne as a rational being before 1 
let him eſcape to France. He is at pre- 
ſent very happy on account of his friend 
the Duke de B**®, and alſo on account 
of his ſiſter, who by his account is an 
amiable girl, as you would call her. She 
is quite a female, and likes to have a maſ- 
ter to regulate her conduct. She is for 
ever writing to her brother for orders. 
For theſe he is continually applying to 
<> : me. 


. — 9 
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me. So you ſee that the men govern 
women at home, and are again go- 
verned by them abroad. However, I 


will not loſe my time in a fruitleſs en- 


deavour at reclaiming you, but take 


d care that 1 myſelf ſupport the proper 


dignity of the fex, until women begin 


to be aſhamed of appearivg children all 


their lives, and affert their natural rights. 
J cannot what Mifs Fitzarran and 
ber mother an ; about in lreland, for I 
have not heard about them, or or from 
them fo long, that 1 begin to think that 
they have forgotter "me. I ſhall write a 
Tine by the next poſt, to enquire if this 
is really the caſe. Anna Miller is as 
filent Frances. She mentioned a Sir 
Vlic Neale in her laſt. Perhaps, ſhe 
18 engaged in a courtfhip, and my next 
letter may be ſigned by her Ladyſhip. 
Let me hear ſomething about your huf- 
band,” and whether you expect his re- 
4 ſoon or not; as he is one of my 


N great 


© — 
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great favourites, becauſe he never inſiſts 
on his ſuperiority. I have innumerable 
cards of congratulation on my arrival, 


and of invitation to balls, concerts, w 


' operas, and 1 know not what. All 
theſe I mean to attend, in order to amuſe 
myſelf, and laugh at the men—therefors 


excuſe me. Tour's 
, er $PENCER, 


ELA pz MONTFORT * 
10 
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Milford 238 
| vo will be ſurpriſed to find that 
your ſiſter is arrived in Wales, and anxi- 
ous to hear by what means ſhe came 
thither. * » 


„ 


1 as, s * 
1 6 En _— - 
444 © He 
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lo my laſt, 1 told vou that we were 
waiting, anxioufly waiting for the hour 
of midnight, wben the Duke de B*** 
was to eſcor; us from the convent. This 
arrived, and as the bell founded one, 
we aroſe to depart, that being the ſignal 
for our friends from without to join our 
party. Both Jacquiline and myſelf were 
in the. greateſt. agitation, not fo much 
for our own perſonal ſafety, as for that 
of the Duke's: as it muſt have been 
found out at Paris that a deception had 
been paſſed on them by Deville being in 
the dreſs of the Duke, and perhaps ſome 
perſons might be ſent ſecretly to way-lay 
him. This we both urged as a reaſon, 
why we ought to go alone, only accom- 
panied by Jacques. To this requeſt he 
was deaf. Therefore, after taking an 
affectionate farewell of Madame Adelaide, 
who moſt fervently recommended us to 
the protection of Providence, our ſafeſt 
guide, We paſſed through the convent 

gates, 


70 
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gates, whoſe ſound, as they were ſhut- 
ting upon us, ſtill vibrates on my ears 
We were directly joined by the fathee of 
Jannette, who ſaid ſacques was at the 
foot of the mountain, in order to watch 
that no perſon lurked there. The Duke 
took one arm of the Counteſs, and one 
of mine, and bade us, in a jocular man- 
ner, truſt to his valour, ſnould we be 
ſurprized. And, ſaid Jacques, the la- 
dies may look to us for help: though we 
ben't great folks we won't ſce women 
uſed ill. We walked on as faſt and as 
filent as was poſſible for near three miles, 
nor did either my friend or myſelf dare 
hardly to breath : every ſound that the 
wind made amongſt the leaves we con- 
verted into purſuers. When we were 
about half way, the Counteſs grew faint 
from fatigue, and we were obliged to 
ſtop, and let her reſt on the trunk of an 
old tree that lay in the wood a little out 
of _ beaten road, but which Jacques 
| recol- 


id 


® 
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recollected, having paſſed it ſo often: 
It was well this ſtop was put to our con- 
tinuance of our journey. We had not 
ſat down many minutes, when Jacques 
and old Dubois ſaid, they would go and 
look out, that no one ſurprized us. 
They both returned almoſt directly, ſay- 
ing, that they ſaw men at a diſtance;: 
bearing torches, and that they heard the 
ſound of horſes. They adviſed, that we 
ſhould all ſeparate, each getting behind 
a tree, as, if we ſtood in a body, the light 
might glance upon us and ſo diſcover us. 
Todeſcribe our fright is impoſſible. The 
Duke conducted my friend and myſelf 
to the neateſt ſhelter, and took his ſtand. 

not far of. The party ſoon approached, 
and paſſed quickly by, but not ſo quick 
but we could diſtinguiſh the Pariſian aca 
cent. As ſoon as they were gone, Jacques 
propoſed, that himſelf and Dubois 
ſhould follow them at a diſtance, ahd if 
they found that they went on, that they 
| would 
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whutd return. If they came back they 
would only confider them as poor fiſher- 
men going to their daily occupation. Ta 
this the Duke readily aſſented, as he ac- 
knowledged himſelf a coward, fince he 
had taken upon himſelf the character of 
out Protector. After waiting almoſt an 
hour in anxious ſuſpence, they returned, 
Jacques ſaying, it was well the Duke 
had not remained in his mother's hut. 
The travellers had been there, and had 
queſtioned her, if any ftrangers had been 
there the day before; this they heard as 
| the horſemen ſpoke in a loud tone. The 
anſwer had been in the negative they» 
thought, as they directly rode on. After 
waiting a little to ſee if they would comer 
back, the poor fellows returned to us. 
We then ventured on as Jacques's boat 
lay not more than a mile and an half from 
where we then were. The Counteſs for- 
got her fatigue, and we were fitſt in the 
cavalcade, Moſt welcome was the ſight. 
4 . -of 
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of the boat. We all got in nearly at the 
fame time, and was near overſetting 
Fn. jacques ſoon put off and rowed 
us to the lame ſpot where he had firſh 
landed the Duke. It was near morning, 
and we hurried: again to the cottage of 
Dubois before the day- light Mould diſ- 
cover us to the vittagers. This we accom - 
plimed, and were received with marks 
of unfeigned joy by Jannettez who ran 
every where to get us accommodation, 
Ihe lighted a fire to dry and warm us, 
for we were wet and cold from the damp: 
of the night. We refreſhed ourſelves as- 
well as the nature of our ſituation would 
permit, and then retired to the bed Jan- 
nette had quitted to receive us; the 
Duke ſat up talking with Dubois on the 
beſt means for our eſcape out of the 
country, as theſe travellers had greatly 
alarmed us all. When we awoke the 
day was pretty far advanced. As ſoon 
as we had dreſſed, the Duke joined us 
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in the room in which we had flept, as 


we were afraid of any neighbours com- 
ing in, and ſeeing us ſtrangers, that they 
might, if they met thoſe who we feared 
were in queſt of the Duke, give them 


information. There we remained until 


night came, and the cottager had gone 
to reſt; when it was determined, that' 
Dubois and Jacques ſhould take the 
horſe the Duke had left at the hut of' 
Jacques, and which he had conveyed 
hither, and go to the convent and bring 
us what jewels, or other valuables Ma- 
dam Adelaide could pack up, and they 
could convey : ordering, that as ſoon 
as we were out of the kingdom, ſhe 
ſhould ſend the remainder, left in her. 

care, by the Count de Montmorin's ftew- 
ard, or ſome one whom he could place 

a reliance on, to the Ducheſs de B*** in 

Lauſanne, that being the beſt ſecurity 
the Duke could deviſe ; as by the ſup- 


preſſion of the convent the valuables 
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might be ſeized for the uſe of the Re- 
public. And, on the return of our faith- 
ful friends, we determined to hire a veſ- 
ſel at the port, at a ſhort diſtance, which 
might be done by Jacques, without our 
interference, as he knew a captain, he 
informed us, that would loſe his life ra- 
ther than betray us. This was no other 
than the brother of the ſteward of the 
Count de Montmorin. Whilſt they were 
gone to St. Clair, we employed ourſelves 
in writing. The Counteſs wrote to the 
Count, and incloſed her letter in one I 
wrote to the Ducheſs de B*#**, explain- 
ing how we were ſituated, without men- 
tioning where we were, for fear poor 
Jacques or Jannette ſhould ſuffer for 
their kindneſs. This we left for Jacques 
to explain, who promiſed to be thebearer 
of our letters. The Duke wrote alſo to 
his mother, relating the obligations to 
this poor fellow, and entreating her to 
reward his fidelity to us. This being 


done, | 
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dane, we waited impatiently for theit 
return, which took place long before day - 
break, They brought as many valua · 
bles as they could carry, and letters 
from Madame Adelaide, that the would 
act as we deſired, not ſaying more, 
fearing that her letter might fall into 
improper hands, as ſhe told Dubois, 
but deſited him to come to her after we 
bad departed, and aſſiſt her to forward 
the property of che Counteſs: to the 
Ducheſs: de B. ι . The next morning 
was employed by our friends in finding 
the captain of the veſſel, which was to 
convey. us thence. They informed us 
that all was agieed on between them, as 
the Duke and Counteſs gave them power 
to treat as to terms. At midnigbt Jac- 
ques was to convey us in h is boat to che 
veſſel. Qb, my brother h Nhat were my 
feelings, when the Duke led us out of 
the boat, and aſſiſted us in getting up 
Ra *. of Pages | Whicher, We; were 
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going I hardly knew, ſo great was my 
confuſion: to what country we were 
bound. You would have been pleaſed, 
my dear Robert, had you ſeen our part- 
ing from Jannette's cottage—we all wept. 
The Duke returned them thanks in our 
name, for the ſhelter they had afforded us; 
and aſſured them, that ſhould fate permit 
bim ever to return to France, his grati- 
tude ſhould not be expreſſed in words 
only. In the meantime, he had a mother 
to whom his pacquet was addreſſed at 
Lauſanne; which Jacques had promiſed 
to be the bearer of, who would endea- 
vour to make ſome trifling acknowledge- 
ment to him: though this muſt ever be 
: inadequate to the . favours We had re- 
cCeived at their hands. Jacques promiſed 
to deliver the letters, but ſaid, that he 
was ſo happy in being inſtrumental in 
our ſafety, that he could never look for 
higher reward, only that if ever we re- 
turned to France, he hoped that they 
— be apprized of it, and then they 
would 
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would travel miles to meet us. This we 


- promiſed to inform them of. The Coun- 


teſs gave Jannette a very valuable ring, 
and told her to ſell. it, as ſne had not 
any thing then in her power, but that 


the produce of that might aſſiſt her and 
Jacques, whom ſhe recommended her to 
marry. The poor girl prayed the Coun- 


teſs and me to obtain her Eather's con- 
ſent to their union before we parted, 


and ſhe would for ever bleſs and pray 


for us. | This we promiſed her to ob- 


tain, | We conſulted with the Duke, 
who propoſed to ſettle the matter with 
Dubois, whom he took into another 
room for that purpoſe. What was faid 


I know not, bur on their j joining us the 
Duke ſaid, come hither Jannette and 
Jacques, your F ather deputes me to join 
your hands, and promiſes in his name, 


that the prieſt ſhall do ſo alſo on the 


next Hae They both wept for joy. 
| Es We 


4 
” 


30 [ROBERT any ADELA. 


We were obliged to haſten our departure. 
As ſoon as we had gained the ſhip, the 
Duke preſſed the hand of Jacques and 
Dubois. Well, my friend, whatever is 
the fate of us wand erers, may happineſs as 
Ereat as your virtues await you both For 
our lives. we are indebted to them, and 
. ht we are in exiſtence. never ſhall 
the obligation be forgot Farewell, my 

| friends. The Poor honeſt creatures wept 
\ bitterly when, they deſcended into the 
boat, nor would they. return while the 
anchor was weighed, and the veſſel un- 
der fail, Jacques waved his cap as long 
as we, could fee. the, boat, nor did we 
quit the dogk whilſt our friends. were 
- diſcernible, . The | Counteſs and 1 went 
immediately to bed, for our ſpirits | need- 
00 pelt, The Dyke, who was anni 
on — 11 ou eee twelve hours 
at ſea, a veſſel was obſetved mak ing 
towards us, and which the ſailors ſaid 
Was 
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was a Frenchman. This greatly alarmed 
us; but as night was coming on, the 
captain hoped we might get clear of her. 
In about an hour another veſfel appeared 
to be in chace of her, for ſoon after datk 
we heard the firing, and ſaw the flaſh of 
the guns diſtinctly. At day-break the 
two {hips paſſed at a great diſtance off, 
- bat the ſailors ſaid, the F renchman was 
taken though a mere wreck. This ſo 
frightened us, that we prayed the Duke 
4 to let us land at the neareſt place to that 
we then were in. The captain propoſed 
-- Milford-haven, and the Duke, to quiet 
our fears, agreed. About noon on che 
third day we ſaw land, and made directly 
for it, and were ſet on ſhore without any 
further danger. On landing we were 
ſhewn to an inn, where the people ac- 
coſted us in a jargon none of us under- 
ſtood. The Duke laughed at us, and 
ſaid, what fine Engliſh ſcholars we were 
' who. could not underſtand the people 
04 Who 
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who aſked us a common queſtion. | The 
Counteſs infiſted that we were not landed 
in England, as ſhe had often heard the 
natives ſpeak and always underſtood them 
before. At length we were informed that 
we were in Wales, a province of Eng- 
land, like Britanny in France, and which 
was peopled by ſome of the ancient Bri- 
tons. I thought I could trace the ſame 
caſt of countenance in ſome of the old 
people who flocked around us, as they 
had heard from the captain, or ſome of the 
crew that we had juſt eſcaped from per- 
ſecution, and many of them were anxi- 
ous and forward to ſerve us. We were 
| inftantly cacommodated with coffee; and 
beds having been ordered, we retired to 
them. It was rather late in the morning 
when we awoke: on ringing to enquire 
the hour, we were informed, that Sir 
Edward Morgan and his family had been 
to pay their reſpects to us, and that the 
Duke had gone out with Sir Edward 
oF; ind 
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| and the ladies, and would return in leſs 


| prized. us, who could not conceive it 


© honour, Why he knows every body. 


Lady too. Is there a Lady! Our hoſteſs 
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than an hour. This account greatly ſur- 


poſſible that any of us ſhould be known. 
I aſked the good woman what had pro- 
cured us this viſit. Lord! anſwered 
ſhe,  * why don't you know Sir Yea- 
© therd? Why, every child knows his 


I was obliged ſtill to plead my, ignorance. 
At length ſhe informed me, that almoſt 
the half of that part of Wales was his'n, - 
that he lived atTregony Park; *aye, and 
« lived like a prince; God bleſs n and God 
c bleſs'n my Lady too, and the dear babes. 
What, ſaid the Counteſs, wha had be- 
come as anxious as myſelf, is there a 


— 


replied, © yes is there, I don't know what 
© the poor about here would do without 
A Lady. May bap your Frenchified mas 
« dams be'ent like to hur. Why, ſhe will 
* bread and broth, aye, that ſhe will, 
C 5 with 
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* with her own dear hands to the poor 
twice a week.” Our harrangue was cut 
thort by the appearance of the Duke 
eſcorting an old, and two young ladies 
attended by Sir Edward. We haſtened 
down to pay our compliments, and vel 
ceive theirs. It is impoſſible for my pen 
to do juſtice to the ceremony and forma- 
lity of an Eyglifh; or to ſpeak more in 
propriety of a Welch introduction. The 
Duke had informed our gueſts of our 
names, and our feaſons for qu 
France, before we ſaw them. Neither 
Lady Morgan nor Sir Edward would hear 
of our remaining in an inn, when Tre- 
| gony houſe was ſo near, nor would they 
leave us until we promiſed © to wait on 
them by dinner. The carriage was or- 
dered to return for us at two o'clock. 
And in the interim T have endeavoured 
to feribble a few lines to my brother. 
The Duke 1 is writing alſo, | Let! me hear 
| 5 57 
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by the return of poſt, and I hope that you 
will not diſapprove'the ſteps taken 

By your's fincerely, ow 
ADELA DE MONTFORT. 


— —_— —— CESS Ab eo = 
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Ronkkr yz MONTFORT. L 
| WELL, at length, we are both on 
the ſame Ifland. Both out-cafts from 
our native land. Adela tells me that ne 
has informed you of every circumſtance ' 
attending on our flight. Am I not hap- 
py, Robert, to have borne off the only 
treaſure I valued on earth? Your fiſter, ' 
I mean, for had ſhe been left in devoted 
France, my ſoul would ſtill have hovered 
about its confines in ſearch of happineſs. 
1 bre been on the rack for her ſafety, 
F C & | and. 
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and that of her fair friend the Counteſs 
de Montmorin. Now they lodge un- 
der the hoſpitable roof of a Welch Ba- 
ronet, who claims kindred with King So- 
lomon. I really believe you would not 
doubt the ancientry of his family, had 
you peruſed the.genealogy of the Mor- 
gans, which I was tormented with this 
morning for more than two hours; how- 
ever, the real ſimplicity and goodneſs of 
heart of this family ought not to meet 
with ridicule for their hoſpitality, nor 
ſhall they from me. Their peculiarities 
are amiable when beneyolence dictates 
them. I begin to think the life of an an- 
cient Baron who reſides on his eſtate, and 


ſeldom ſees a court, of more real, uſe to 


the State than he who is not happy out of 
the ſight of royalty. The King has not 
a more truly loyal ſubject than Sir Ed- 
ward, who never ſaw either himſelf, or 
any of bis progeny. There is a large 
organ in-the hall, and Sir Edward keeps 

55 a man 


ROBERT axp ADELA. 37 


a man whom he calls an organiſt; and 
who plays, God ſave the King, during 
every meal. A harper is alſo kept at 
Tregony, to celebrate the heroes of the 
family, and to keep up a taſte for Welch 
muſic: ſome of which is very excellent. 
In ſhort, we have been ſhewn every 
mark of hoſpitality in this our exile. I 
feel extremely for the Counteſs de Mont- 
morin, who is quite unexperienced in 
the affairs of the world, and knows not 
what to determine on, or what to think. 
The Count's fate I do not doubt is de- 
cided ere this, as he, you know, held a 
place of much. reſponſibility during 
the reign of the late King. Therefore, 
as they condemned their Sovereign, ſo 
they may his ſervants. Robert, I heard: 
it whiſpered whilſt I was concealed, 
that Monſieur St. Prieux had been the 
cauſe of the Count's being denounced. 
I can hardly credit the report; yet, when 
I d that the Count charged the 
Counteſs 


38 ROBERT axy ADELA. 


Counteſs not to go or ſend to Salens, 
J am a little ſtaggered what to think. 
Jacquiline has no ſuch idea, nor would 
J have it ſuggeſted even to Adela. We 
ſhall proceed to London as ſoon as the 
ladies are a little recovered, and the 
Counteſs has received a letter from Mrs, 
Mortimer, a relation of the Count's, to 
whom ſhe has written. This lady, ſhe 
hopes, will receive herſelf and Adela, 
until the Count, if living, may ſend her 
word how he chuſes her to be difpoſed 
ef. Lady Morgan is for the ladies tak- 
ing up their reſidence in Wales until 
more proſperous times. The Baronet's 
fair daughters are determined that we 
Mall not eſcape. I believe I never in- 
troduced theſe ladies to you, Robert. 
They are as unlike my fair protégées 

as if they were of a different ſex. They 
are robuſt hearty girls, or rather ladies, 
for the youngeſt is rather turned of thirty. 
* hunt, courſe, and fiſh- with any 
þ 2 
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ſportſman within fifty miles of Tregony. 
They are good houſekeepers, and good 


farmers too. They are quite unacquaint- 


ed with the world, or what is doing in it; 


the faſhions they get from the milliner 
at the next market-town, and no one 
preſumes, Lady Morgan informed us, 
to wear any thing in the new mode of 
dteſs, until Miſs Morgans have ſet them 
the example. I am become quite a goſ- 
fip,' I reckon, with unſpeakable pleaſure, 
on the time when 1 ſhall take by the 

band my old friend Robert; I think next 
week we ſhall meet. Remember me to 
Cy Landsford and 1 5 N 
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"To 


Mrs, MORTIMER; 


MAPS... e - Milford-Haven, . 


IN what manner to o introduce 16 
I hardly can tell; but I have heard the 
Count de Montmorin ſay, that you was 
the beloved filter of his mother, and 
that he meditated a journey to England, 
in order to pay his reſpects to his revered: 
relation, and to gain me the honour of 
a place in your affection. This, alas, 
Madam ! I am obliged alone to ſolicit. 
I left France by the expreſs command of 
the Count, as you, Madam, ſhall be con- 
vinced, if 1 am permitted to ſee you. 
I would, if I durſt, ſolicit your protec- 
tion for myſelf and a young and amiable 
friend, 
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friend, the voluntary companion of my 
flight. We were accompanied to this 
place by the Duke de B**#®, who alſo 
fled from perſecution, the nature of 
which I cannot explain in a letter. We 
are at preſent received and treated with 
much kindneſs and hoſpitality in the fa- 
mily of Sir Edward Morgan, where we 
Propoſe to remain until I have an anſwer 
from you, Madam. | 


Should the Count (which I truſt in 
Providence he will) eſcape from his ene- 
mies, he will gratefully thank you for 
| your attention to his unfortunate 


JACQYILINE DE MONTMORIS. 
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in ſtore for him, but he will not come 
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LADY SUSAN SPENCER. 


T © 


MISS FITZARRAN. 


x ” 
ED London. 
7 * 


YES, my dear Frances, I am again 
in London, and find it juſt the ſame as 
1 left it, except that I find your houſe 


amongſt thoſe I am obliged to paſs by in 
Hlence—I give a ſigh as the cloſed win- 
dos preſent themſelves to my view, 1 
have toid the Count de Montfort often 


of the treafure LN houſe once contained; 
and, I affure you, I have innumerated 
your numberleſs charms, not commonly 
done by our ſex, let me tell you: only I 
deſpiſe a monopoly in love. I told my 
brother Landsford of your golden flecot 


for 
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for it. Age and vogliteſs he will not 


wed, though ſhe had a mine for adower. 
But the deer is ſtrickęn to the heart 


by whom, he is yet unacquainted. My 


mother is in greut agitation at this great 
nt having happened without. her 


knowiedge. I too am a little angry at 
not being eonſulted. Some dear delight- 
ful coquette has robbed him of his heart. 


Shel is rruly feminine in perfon, he 
tells me, and he doubts not, but her 


mind is as fair as her outfide appearance. 
Landsford is buttliog from one public 
a place to che other in ſearch of his fair 


dne for in London fhe cannot long be 
hidden : of this he is perſuaded; Tprayed 
Wim this morning to go to chütch wich 
me, as perhaps bis fair one might be 


found there; this he refuſed; and went to 


Kenſington Getdens with the Count. It 
being too exrly im che ſeafon to walk with- 
out danger of catching cold, 1 refuſed 
"to Join them. Do you know that this 
28 Count 
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Count is beginning to grow troubleſome. 
He is too aſſiduous, too ſolicitous about 
me I can take care of myſelf. If a man 
ſpeaks to me in his company more than 
Juſt to enquire after my health, he turns 
as pale, and looks as fretful as if he were 
my huſband. How happy is this man 
and how delighted muſt be the other! 
He ſays, if I enter into common nonſen- 
ſical chat with any male creature, I muſt 
baniſh him from my preſence, or he will 
be too aſſuming. He is amiable I Will 
allow, therefore I don't like to diſcard 
him haſtily— could like to mould him 
into a friend, if chis were poſſible: lover 
| is too degrading; ; it ſubjects a man to ſo 
many meanneſſes. I ſhould hate any 
one who could ſubmit to even my capri 
; CCS, The Count is at this time extreme- 
ly unhappy about his ſiſter, who is ar- 
rived in Wales in company with the 
Counteſs de Montmorin, a moſt charm- 
ing woman, and the Duke de B.“, a 
| | moſt 
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moſt charming man. In ſhort, they are 
a charming trio. What to do with Adela, 
his fiſter, the Count does not know. I 
would aſk her here, but that my mother 
has a great prejudice againſt French wo- 
men. This prejudice will operate alfo 
againſt Sabina's receiving her, I fear, 
but I intend to make the trial by this 
poſt. A French woman is dreadful, 
my mother fays : they are never quiet 
themſelves, nor will let any other perſon 
be ſo; for if they are not women of in- 
trigue, they are bigots and devotees. 
The Count goes to-morrow to Milford - 
Haven, accompanied by Landsford; for 
notwithſtanding his beart's being pre- 
engaged, he wiſhes for a peep at theſe 
Gallic beauties, I ſhould like to be of 
the party alſo, but I have ſuch a ſtring 
of engagements it is impoſſible. I do 
not intend to mention to the Count that 
Lhave written to Sabina, leſt her anſwer 
may aot be as J wiſh, an invitation to 
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the fair fugitive. Vou were ſo good as 
to enquite after Colonel Sommerville: 
he is ſtill with the army endeavouring 
at humbling thoſe wretches the French. 
And ſo your good lady mother holds 
up Sabina as a pattern for immitation? 
Don't take it, let me be the model on 
which you form yourſelf. Dare to be 
free, and you are ſo. Sabina is a willing 
ſlave, and ſuch ſhe will always continue. 
She has written me à long ſermonizing 
letter againſt my ſyſtem of governing; 
it is in vais, IL muſt try the experiment, 
and be convinced that I am wrong, ere 
F-give it up. My mother too lectures 
me ſhe has had ſome rou nd-a»bout over- 
tures, made hy an old dowager who 
viſits here, and who has a grandſon. 
hardly out of leading-ſtrings, that ſhe 
withes me to take the charge of. I told 
my mother that if lady Leeſon would 
allow me to put her darling into a nur- 
ſery for ten or a dozen years, and train 
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him in my own principles, I might, if I 
found him docile, perhaps, accept of 
his hand and fortune. This conduct ſhe 
took upon her to reprobate in very ſe- 
vere terms. I adviſed her ladyſhip to 
marry if ſhe liked it, but begged her to 
let me entirely alone, for I would not be 
bargained for. She left me in anger, and 
| we have not been very cordial ſince: 


though two days are paſſed ſince the 
converſation took place. 


F is juſt returned from Ken- 
ſington, and is enquiring for me. 


I have been to know his pleaſure, as 
I told, him that I was engaged in writing 
to you: he defires me to return you his 
beſt thanks for the. good opinion which 
you entertain of him, when you ſay, 
ehe will look out for ſome overgrown 
© fortune, and having the eſtate in poſ- 
“ ſeſſion, will overlook all incumbrances 

« with 
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„ with which it may be charged „be 
aſſures you that the number of acres the 
lady may poſſeſs, ſhall have no weight 


when his future happineſs is put in the 


oppoſite ſcale: mind, not money, is what 


he is in ſearch of. So, my dear Frances, 
if you have a mind to have him, let me 


know; I ſhould like you for a filter bet- 


ter than Miſs O'Hara and all her riches. 
Tell Anna Miller to marry the old Sir 
Ulic ; I' teach her to manage him; you 


are right, ſhe ſhall purſue my ſyſtem, 


This evening muſt be dedicated to 
Landsford and his friend. The Count 
looks ſo melancholy at taking his Welch 
journey, that one would imagine he was 
going for a wife inſtead of a ſiſter. I told 
him ſo, and he ſighed deeply, and ſaid, 
That, Madame, is a happineſs Fortune 


4“ forbids me ever to think upon.” My 
mother replied, that he was not very 
unfortunate in that reſpect, as the ladies 

_ were 
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were ſo capricious, that the men were 
to blame who truſted any of. them with 
their future happineſs. To this wiſe 
ſpeech I gave aſſent, though I ſaw the 
reflection was aimed at myſelf. Adieu, 
my dear, you are three letters, at — 
in my Any this long one. 
212 Yo 36117 21) 3SUSAM SPENCER, 
wy Ton 7 M4 oil 57199 
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MADAM, 


IT is with extreme concern that I 
have read your letter. It alſo ſurpriſes 
me, that my nephew ſhould not have 
appriſed-me of your intended viſit; tho 

Vor, II. D adverſe 
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adyerſe circumſtances ſhould have de- 
tained him in France. It is true, I did 
expect you both in England, but it 
greatly alarms me to hear that you are 
arrived, not alone, but in company with 
the Duke de Be, and a young lady, 
with whoſe name I am unacquainted. 
However, I am glad that you are re- 
ceived into ſo reſpectable a family as Sir 
Edward Morgan's, where I ſhould adviſe 
that you would remain until my nephew 
writes me what he wiſhes me to do; 
which he, no doubt, will in a very ſhort 
time, when I ſhall be happy to receive 
—_ 

. Your's,, 


* 


cuAkLorTE MORTIMER, 


, 
q 


% 
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COLONEL SOMMERVILLE:/ 


' LADY SABIN A 'SOMMERVILLE. * | 


THIS is . moſt agreeable letter [ 
have written fince my departure—I know 
it will be ſo to you, as I can inform you, 
that in about three weeks I ſhall make 
my appearance at the Lodge. Some 


buſineſs I have to trapſact in England, | 


ralative. to the army, is the cauſe of my 
return: it depends therefore on this cir- 
cumſtance, how long my ſtay may. be 
protracted. However, we ſhall meet, 
and, if only for a quarter of an hour, it 
would be a BIG Fhought to us both. 


42 


eee it may be e chat you 


meet me in London, as I may not have 
D 2 time 
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time to viſit the Lodge: but if fo, I will 
write again, and inform you. Indeed, 
1 ſhall write at all events, as I know the 
impatience of your diſpoſition on theſe 
points too well to leave you to ſuſpence. 
I ſhall fix the day of my arrival ; nay, the 
hour, if poſſible, but poſt-horſes are not 
the beſt time-keepers. Landsford has 
not written me one line. I am angry 
with him. | Early friendſhi) ps ſhould not 
be, thrown aſide to make room for new 
ones. I am, half angry, aye, and jealous 
too of this French Count you wrote me 
about. He has ſtepped in between me 
and Landsford, and has danced and bow- 
ed himſelf” into your good graces. But 
I will ll not t pay your taſte ſo ill a compli- 
ment as to inſinuate that mere outward 
ciyilities have cauſed you to write ſo 
warmly in his favour. Therefore to 
88 good opinion I ſhall add my reſpect 

ntin@urett* by-any malignant paſſion. 
T al Landsford that T have not forgot- 


—_ fen 
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ten him, that a hoſt of Frenchmen 
can never obliterate the many obliga- 
tions Jam under to his former friend- 
ſhip, and that I heartily long to take 
him by the hand, and give bim joy of 
his liberty. N46 
I think, my dear, you wrote me in 
your laſt, that you were going to make 
an effort to convince Suſan of her errors ; 
do not take the trouble, let me entreat 
you ; for ſhe is fixed in her opinions and 
muſt feel herſelf wrong before ſhe will 
own it; nay, I am not certain that ſhe 
will then give up her follies. ; Your 
mother is well and in London, as I read 
in an Engliſh paper that the family 
were arrived in town for the winter. I 
ſhall not write you any militaty news as 
the gazettes gives you pretty copious 
details of every circymſtance.! I ſhall 
confine my ſelf to what you approve binde 
domeſtic concern. 1 A Al ait. 


241 
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Does not the winter hang heavy on 
your hands? But I know that you have 
the art of employing your time, both 
uſefully and agreeably at the ſame time. 


I] expect to ſee ſome new creation of 
your fancy : perhaps I am anticipating 
a ſurprize you intended. To ſee you 
well and happy is my firſt anxious wiſh : 
in the hope of which I ſubſcribe myſelf, 
| . Your affectionate 


WILLIAM SOMMERVILLE, 


We | N 4 * 
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WELL, my friend, I am now juſt 
arrived” half way to Milford-Haven, 
ſitting in the parlour of a miſerable inn, 
ro ll TL my 


£ 


20 1 am greatly diſturbed to think what 


Mb 
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my head full of melancholy ideas, and 
my heart fick with taking a retroſpect 
of the paſt and a probable proſpect of 


the future. Could the ſhade of my re- 
vered parents riſe and view the: ſtate of 


their ſon and daughter ! But why ſhould 
I wiſh to diſturb their venerable aſhes ? 


Patience and refignation is beſt, though 


hard to gain. 


is to be done with my ſiſter, my Adels, 
the ooly treaſure 1 poſſeſs on earth. She 


has left the protection of the Ducheſs de 


B**#, the only ſafe aſylum, to ruſh. into 


alife full of dangers and cares; yet I can- 


not blame her for doing fo, I know that 
in this ſtep, delicacy was her motive. I 
bave told you how our friend de B*** 
was fituated as to his couſin the fair 
Spaniard. Adela could not bear to wit- 
neſs the pangs the Duke's refuſal of this 
t might occaſion to the Ducheſs his 

D 4 mother. 
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mother. Her friend Jacquiline St. 
Prieux's marriage called her away from 
Lauſanne, and that lady's fubſequent 
* misfortunes have led my fiſter to accom- 
' pany her to England. But then the 


Duke de B*** is in their ſuite; the only 
protector they have at preſent; and, on 
accountof this circumſtance, Tam uneaſy. 
Slander is watchful for ſomething to 
feed upon, and unprotected innocence 
is frequently its prey. Perhaps "the 


Counteſs de Montmorin may have ſome 
friends in'England who will receive her, 
J am not well. An accumulation of evils 


bears hard on my ſpirits; and I fear the 


return of a nervous fever that ized me 
on the death of my father, and had well 
nigh carried me to the grave with hin, 


I would it had been ſo. A thought of 
my fiſter ruſhes on my mind as my pen 
finiſhed the laſt ſentence, and makes me 
bluſh for having done ſo. 


1 have 
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I have another ſubject of uneaſineſs; 
and that on your account. I ſee your 
heart has taken an intereſt in the lady of 
whom you as yet have had but a tran- 
ſient view. Conſider before you deter- 
mine to let your ſuture happineſs reſt on 
ſo ſlender a thread: perhaps ſhe is mar- 
ried, or that her affections are already 
fixed Oh, Landsford ! you know nor 
the ſtings of an hopeleſs paffion; To. 
adore in ſilence that beauty, and thoſe 
_ accompliſhments you muſt never poſſeſs! 
To live the ſlave of hope! To drag on a 
lengthening chain of miſery from which 
death alone can releaſe you. —Twould ſee 
my friends happy, though I am doomed 
to,miſery. The world is opening around 
you; every path is ſtrewed witk flowers ; 
youth, and beauty court your alliance. 
What, my friend, if you were an exile 
loft to both friends and fortune, a bank- 
rupt in every thing, on whom no ſenti. 
D 5 ment 


58 ROBERT AND ADELA. 


ment but pity cas telt Y Think of this, 
and PII — that awaits you: 


LF. 


0 ſhall infect you WO my Wen : 
therefore I will write no longer. / Soli- 
tude and the horrid gloomy room I am 
fitting in ĩs the cauſe of my writing you 
this dull epiſile. The fight of Adela will 
raiſe my _ bil phony ſhall then here 
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Tregony Hall, Milford- Haven, | 
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DEAREST MADAM, | 
_ PERMIT me to congratulate you on 
the eſcape that the Duke has made from 
m_ 8 P his 
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his enemies. As I know your anxiety I 
loſe not a moment to inform you of this 
happy event. I have another powerful 
motive for taking the firſt opportunity of 
doing ſo: this is, leſt you ſhould allow 
yourſelf to think unkindly of me only for 
a moment. When you hear the ſituation 
I was-in at Montmorin, which I truſt you 
have done ere this by the hands of our 
good friend the ' Fiſherman; to whoſe 


friendſhip the Duke is indebted for his 
life, I truſt you will acquit me of ingrati- 


tude. The very name I ſhrink from. The 


crime I would die ſooner than commit 


towards any one, but certainly not to you 
my protector and mother. I tnuft ſtill call 
you by that endearing name. To be ob- 
liged to give up the idea of ſtill being 
permitted to call you fo, though ſeas: 
divide us, would give a fevere pang to 
my heart. Believe me, my honoured, 


my reverend patroneſs, you ſhall never 
bluſh to have allowed me this indul- 
D. 6. ; gene. 
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gence. The memory of my deceaſed 
parents is hardly dearer to me than the 
recollection that I ſtill n the friend 
ſhip of your n. 12 t. 


1 


wats: binn | Md ot wien 

Moſt Gnomes — 1 8 hon your 
wiſhes: in regard to the Duke, have 
been fruſtrated. I can ſee, that to have 
been the cauſe of uncaſineſs to you, fre- 
quently caſts a gloom upon his mind. 
However, this is a ſubject I dare not 
preſume to write upon: my mexperience 
would lead me into errors, your judg- 
ment would condemn, which is compe- 
tent to decide with equal juſtice and af- 
fection betwixt yourſelf, and your ſon. 
I hardly know what will become of us 
in a ſtrange country without any friends. 
We are at preſent maſt fortunately re- 
ceived. into the family of Sir, Edward 
Morgan, a man of large fortune, and ſtill 
larger benevolence. But this is only a 
temporary aſylum until we. can find where 
Ane 8 C1 to 
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to ſettle. The Duke intends going for 
London as ſoon as my brother Robert 
arrives, whom we hourly expect. This 
thought gives a ſort of temporary ſun- 


ſhine to my mind : to ſee my brother ii is 


happiteſs a val . to me. 

ln itt the ww r e a 
To quit Fitnce without POT you, 

ene one farewell, was moſt painful 

io me. But the Count de Montmorin, in 

a haſty line written to the Counteſs; 


deſired her to fly with her friend, which 
was a ſort ofigeaueſt that I would accom: 


pany, her I did not knov/ how to ac. 
The Duke adviſed me to go with her; 


reach: therefore I acted from the im- 


pulſe of the moment, and if I have done 


wrong it was not intentional. 
Pray, 


as, if I ſtayed behind, ànd it was found 
out that I had been privy to their eſcape, 
the malice of his enemies might fall on 
me. Lou, my dear madam, Heaven. 
be praiſed! were out of their deteſted 
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Pray, if you get any news from Paris, 
ns to the fate ef the poor Count, inform 
me; for the Counteſs is in a ſtate little 
ſhort of diſtraction ; having juſt received 
a cold repulfive letter from a lady who 
is aunt to the Count, and who, ſhe had 
hoped, would receive us both into her 
family. This ſhe declines, until the 
Count writes to her. What can ſhe think, 
or what can ſhe fear? My entrance into 
the world ſeems to be beſet with difficul- 
ties; and I. ficken at the thought of a 
farther approach. The only comfort, 
after ſeeing my brother; I can know, is, 
to hear that you are in health, and ſtill, 
as heretofore, the ATR _ counſellor 
. $145,774 8 N 
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YOUR laſt letter pained me, as it 
gave me a picture of the ſtate of your 
mind. I ſaw there much anxiety and 
deſpondency. Your heart, my dear Ro- 
bert, is gone I ſee, and moſt ſorry am L 
to acknowledge that it is gone after a 
ſhadow not worth the purſuit. Suſan, 
for with her it refts, is a tyrant, who de- 
lights in inflifting pain. Man ſhe con- 
fiders as her enemy, whom ſhe purſues 
with moſt inveterate hate. I tell you 
this in friendſhip, that you may flip her 
chains and be free. How eaſily this laſt 
ſentence glided from my pen But 
how hard the point in queſtion to be ac» 
compliſhed, I can myſelf judge. 


You give advice to me, and I in re- 
turn preach to you. To act with rationa- 


lity was never the province of a lover. 
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Was my ſiſter an empreſs, Robert, N 


my friendſhip for you is ſuch that 1 
ſhould wiſh you to ſhare her throne. She 
is not worthy. of. you believe me. I do 


not think her poſſeſſed of an inſenfible, | 


or a bad heart; but ker mind Ras been 
warped by a fooliſh old woman, her 
grandmother, who has taught her that 
women ſhould be men, and diſpute every 
point ſword in hand. They are to decide, 
and we are to obey.. I ſhould like to ſee 
a female parliament. We have endea- 
voured to laugh my ſiſter out of her ab- 
ſurd notions, but without effect. I moſt 
truly wiſh her heart would beat in uni- 
ſon with your's. She then might be 
prevailed upon to give up ſome of her 
diſputed privileges in your favour. You- 
have my hearty wiſhes for your ſacceſs ; 


but Þdovibtdt:-and fear that 1 in gaining: 


her's you may loſe yourſelf, 
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Pray, are you to bring your ſiſter, 


and the Counteſs de Montmorin to town? 


You could not determine when we part- 
ed, becauſe you did not know what the 


Count had ſaid on this nn or * he 
had ſaid any Can ; 


i ; ; 3% 


What is de Bo». doing? He is 2 
happy fellow to have the care of two 


beautiful women; We ſhall' fee him in 
town no doubt. Tell him, I expect that 


he will come here until he finds a fitira- 
tion brews enn to * 


. week this will Be Batchelor's- 


all, as my mother and ſiſter quit my 


houſe to oceupy one of "their own. 


This ſtep I have endeavoured to prevent 


them from taking: but my mother ſays, 
ſhe will quite the houſe in order to leave 
me room to place a miſtreſs in it deſer 
ving of me. I requeſted my fiſter to 
preſide over nr family And ſo be 
Rl c turned 
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% turned out like old lumber when you 
„ ſhall be pleaſed to take a wife,” ſhe 
ſaid. © No, indeed, not ſhe l“ S0 Ro- 
bert, you, I, and the Duke muſt ma- 
Nage until I find this wife they talk of, 
or more properly ſpeaking, that I think 
of, * b ee pern 


Every able garment W my at- 
tention in bapes that chance may be- 
friend my ſeareh. To London they 
came, and in London I am. It is not 
therefore impoſſible but we may meet: 
the very thought gives me ſpirits. 1 
will ceaſe writing, and renew. my ſearch 
wherever beauty is to be ſeen. Why 
was ſhe poſting in ſuch haſte to town ? 
It certainly was not on a joyous occa- 
fon : her face had a melancholy im- 
preſſion ſtamped on it; perbaps ſhe is 
unhappy: would I were deſtined to 
reſtore her to peace. I have aſked all 
my friends after her till they laugh at 


my 15 we, - 


7 
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me, und enquire if 1 have found the 
fair lady in the black coach? 


Suſan came home from the Opera laſt 


night, and told me, that my miſtreſs was 


found in the perſon of the rich relict of 


Sir Simon Simfſon, a city knight ; and 


that ſhe was worth two plumbs. I muſt 
explain to you, that a hundred thouſand 
pounds is called by the citizens a plumb. 
Suſan ſays, I muſt have her, for ſhe 1s 


beautiful and an ideot : ſo that I may 


lord it over her without fear of oppoſi- 
tion, 


It is impoſſible that this lady can be 


the one I am in ſearch of. Her eyes 


beſpoke an intelligent mind. An ideot 


never could have penetrated ſo deeply 


into my heart. However, I ſhall go to 
the Opera with my ſiſter to-morrow ; 
and though the lady deſcribed cannot 
be my charmer, I may ſee her there. 
N | Som- 


Aa 


Sommerville is expected in England 
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next week, and Sabina comes to town. 
I wiſh you had been here: perhaps you 


may ſoon return from your tour a- 


mongſt the Welch mountains. Rally 
your ſpirits and bid defiance to Cupid : 
vou have ſufficient buſineſs upon your 
hands at preſent in the care of a couple 


of females, _ 1 muſt dreſs,. therefore 


adieu. ure Hh 
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all forms; they are certainly incompa- 
tible with our friendſhip. 

Frances, 1 have loſt a lover, a dying 
ſwain ! The wretch has had the pre- 
ſumption to marry. To be ſure 1 did 
refufe him more than a twelve month 
ago; but he might have aſked if con- 
tinued cruel ſtill before he bad deter- 
mined his choice. Perhaps you know 
Mr. Bertie, the rich Nabob. He is a very 
Crœſus, and looks, as though he had been. 
deputed by Providence to give law to 
the whole earth. No . eaſtern 

moparch for r 5 
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_ He has . a country. wiſh, who. 
came from the. boarding ſchool with, 
the idea, of being a, great lady, . Her 
aunt pointed. out the road tc be ſo, the 
curtſied and gave her hand to ratify the, 
bargain. No is ſhe completely! ſold 
to ſlavery for the remainder of her days. 
15 She 
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She was preſented only yeſterday ; I was 
not at Court, ſo have not ſeen her: 

but this evening I ſhall be introduced 
to the bride at the houſe of Mrs. St. 
N, Mr. Bertie s ſiſter. 


I have a plan in my head This is to 
leave town entirely. I am tired of its 
nonſenſe and infipidities, and will take 
a houſe for myſelf. Robert de Mont- 
fort has a fiſter who has been obliged to 
ſeek refuge i in this country, like him- 
ſelf. She is now with a family in 
Wales, with whom ſhe is perfectly un- 
acquainted. They landed at a wretch- 
ed. inn. The Counteſs de Montmorin, 
the Duke de BV, and Adela de Mont- 
fort. Sir Edward Morgan, hearing of 
their ſituation, gave them an invitation 
until they could inform their friends of 
their arrival: The Counteſs wrote to 
Mrs. Mortimer, her huſband's aunt, who 


informed us of this circumſtance; and, 
at 
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at the ſame time; declared againſt re- 


ceiving the Counteſs de Montmorin, as 
her coming over in the company of the 
Duke de B*#** was ſuſpicious—Oh ! 
how I hate theſe cold bearted people. 
We informed her that we had ſome 


knowledge of Madame de Montfort. 
It was too late now, her anſwer was 
gone. It was prudent to wait. 


What will theſe two young women 
do? The Count de Montfort is gone to 


Milford- Haven, and ie 1 doubt not, 


bring, them to town. I did not atk 
them bere, as my mother has a diſlike 
to. Frenchwomen +, but I hope. I ſhall 


be able to realize. my project, and then 
J will invite them both. 


187 
% 


03 1179 


We * this | houſe ! in E * 3 1 
for Brutonsſtreet. My mother would 
bave taken a much larger houſe: but 


1 deſign to leave town in a very little 
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time have perſuaded her, the one he 


has taken will be ſufficient. - When ſhe 


is no longer [troubled with me, I know 
the will ſee little company. The atten- 
tion ſhe means to beſtow to Julia! 8 educa- 
tion will amuſe her; as ſhe intends to 
form her character in direct oppoſition 


to mine. Edmund is gone to a military 
ſehool in Germany; ſo we are diſper- 


ing you 48 5 
1 Ihe ad. 


What ar: Je ng I am 25 


aſking this queſtion. I am promiſed a 


ſight of you in town this winter, though 

you keep it a ſecret; intending to fur- 

prize me; but I am never ſurprized at at 
any thing in theſe days. „ 


4 0 
38140 — 1. 3 £5 1 . 


Sabina i is expected in town to · mor- 
row, t& meet Somtteetville. L need not 


ſay, that ſhe is happy The"Coiint de 


Montfort being gone to his fiſter, I 
am abloktely without a male creature 


to 
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to attend to me. This is quite delight- 
ful. I feem of ſome conſequence now 
I am allowed to breathe with freedom, 
which I never can when ſurrounded by 
theſe creatures who think they know 
every thing. Nas 4:8 


I itt; Hm tir epilite; fer dy 
woman tells me, that my mother is indiſ- 


poſed. I muſt repair to her dreſſing-· room: 


ſhe is troubled with a head ach; I hope 
it is no more than this—though T often 
preſume to oppoſe, yet 1 love my mo- 
ther infinitely, | 


Your's, | 


_ 


SUSAN SPENCER, 


Vor. I. E THE 
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THE EARL OF LANDSFORD 
o 3 
ROBERT yz MONTFORT. 


ML ſearch is at length ended—]I 
am no longer in doubt—Miſs Archer 
has changed her ſables for a bridal ſuit. 
1 was laſt night preſented to the lovelieſt 
creature on earth married juſt a week 


to a wretch whom I deſpiſe—whom ſhe 


muſt deſpiſe alſo, when acquainted 
with his character. | 


I am diſtracted my friend ; wonder 
not at this when you hear all my hopes 
are blaſted for ever.— Do you think ſhe 
loves this man of gold ?—Has ſhe not 
given him her hand ?—That anſwers my 
queſtion, for ſhe looks not like one ac- 
cuſtomed to deceit,—T'll tell you as 
well 


K r ö  annond La& 
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well as I can how this ——_ was 
W about — | 


My ſiſter told me that ſhe was to be 
at a route given by Mrs, St. Leger, on 
account of her brother's marriage. A 
card of invitation having been ſent to 
me, the perſuaded me to go with her, 
ſaying that, as all the faſhionable world 
were to be aſſembled, I might meet my 
ſable beauty. The idea that it might be 
poſſible determined me to go; although 
I deteſted this Bertie—this bridegroom — 
We went rather early, as Mrs. St. Leger 
was to introduce my ſiſter to the bride 
before the rooms filled. About ten mi- 
nutes after we were ſeated, Mrs. Bertie 
was announced — In bounced Bertie 
leading his bride. My eyes were im- 
mediately fixed in amazement when I 
beheld the face that had enchanted me 
with a firſt glance, rendered more di- 
vinely handſome by a bluſh that over- 
E 2 ſpread 
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ſpread her countenance. I muſt. have 
looked extremely aukward. I ſtammered 
out a few compliments and retired to 
another part of the room to recover. my- 
ſelf. — To recover myſelf did I ſay ?>— 
Oh, never ſhall 1 accompliſh that end! 
She is the wife of another — Has given 
away that heart and thoſe vows, that I 
ſhould have prized aboye kingdoms, to 
a ſenſeleſs brute whom ſhe cannot love. 

He is a ſupercilious vain haughty animal, 
ever on tip-toe to ſhew his {uperiority in 
point of fortune. He bas amaſſed great 
ſums of money in India; and the poſ- 
ſeſſion of that being his only conſequence, 
he is anxious on all oecaſions to diſplay 
his wealth. I envy him one treaſure. 


My ſiſter perceived my confuſion; and, 
as ſoon as ſhe could, came to enquire the 
cauſe ; when I informed her, that Mrs. 
Bertie was the lady who had caught 
my heart by one : trafen glance. She 

| laughed 


Q. @ ow 
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laughed at me, ſaying, that this was the 
time to exerciſe my fortitude, and ſhew 


my ſuperiority to weak fooliſh women. 


She ran on in this ſtrain until I was quite 
angry — I pervailed on her to promiſe 
that ſhe would keep my. ſecret— I, two 
or three times endeavoured to approach 
Mrs. Bertie, but found myſelf unequal 
to the taſæ of addreſſing her as an indiffe- 
rent perſon. I kept within ſight of her 
however” the whole evening. My eye 
caught, her's more than o, Perhaps 
ſhe recollects the circumſtance of our ac- 
cidental meeting at Bath. Bertie was all 
talk and galety. I could nat bear to ſee 
him exulting in his good fortune : his 
wife the ſubject of general admiration. 
She was adorned with a profuſion of fine 
things, particularly diamonds of im- 
menfe value; yet, Robert, ſhe looked 
better in her plain black gown and looſe 
unpowdered locks. Would I had met 
her once more in that habit. But if 1 
W E 3 L had, 1 
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had, this Eaſt Indian bad gained her 
heart, — I cannot write more, as I am 
juſt going with Suſan to pay ſome morn- 
ing viſits ; where, ſhe tells me, I ſhall be 
ſure to hear all about Miſs Archer, which 
my ſiſter is moſt anxious of hearing, as 
Bertie once paid his addreſſes to her. 


Jam diſtracted, but your friend, 
| » LANDSFORD. 


ROBERT pz MONTFORT 

THE EARL OF LANDSFORD, 
| | Milford Haven. 
Ty | REACHED this place laſt night 
about eight o'clock, where I found my 
ſiſter, who was overjoyed to ſee me. 
My friend de B*#*#® too I had the happi- 
neſs of again taking by the hand; but 


J aſſure you that he is greatly altered 


fince we parted; his ſpirits are gone. 
To 


— 


an. 
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To compenſate for this alteration in my 
friend, my ſiſter is in health, and much 
improved in her perſon ſince we parted. 
Her friend the Counteſs de Montmorin 
is a lovely woman. I ſaw her once be- 
fore whilſt in the convent of St. Clair 
with Adela; but I ſhould hardly have 
known her again: ſo much does a few 
yearsalteryoung people. She isa brunette, 
with moſt expreſſive eyes, and the love- 


lieſt mouth and teeth you can conceive. 


I was received with much hoſpitality 


by the amiable family, who have. fo 
kindly afforded them protection on their 
landing. I can ſee that there is much 
of ancient manners and cuſtoms in this 
family, and much of Engliſh hoſpitality ; 
for which Sir Edward told me his an- 
ceſtors were famed, He never attended 
the Court, but was always ready to ſerve 
his Sovereign with his life and fortune. 


| * our Nobility in France poſſeſſed the 
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fame ſentiments, we had not now been 
exiles, 


- © "Phe Countefs de Montmorin does not 
'wiſh to remove to London until ſhe re- 
ceives fome news of the fate of her huſ- 
dand— having received a letter from a 
relation of the Count's, which ſhe thinks 
a reflection on her comluct. She wiſhes 
to find a houfe in Wales where ſhe may 
Tetire with Adela, and there wait her fu- 
-ture deftiny. Fam commiſſioned to look 
out for ſuch a ſpot not far from the neigh- 
bourhood of the benevolent family in 
which they now refide. The Duke in- 
tends fetting out for town in a few days. 
I like this country much: there ſeems to 
be a fimplicity and purity in the manners 
of the people that I am greatly pleaſed 
with, and which, not unfrequently, puts 
me in mind of our own peaſantry. 


From the manſion of Sir Edward 
Morgan there is a moſt delightful and 
8 N vn 


ROBERT Ax ADELA. 81 


unbounded proſpect. The ſea on one 
fide, and the diſtant hills which here riſe 
to a very great height, form a view ex- 
tremely grand and pictureſque. Nothing 
is wanting in this place but a mind un- 
clouded by care or nn. to 
render it delightful. 


And now let me reply to your letter 
which I receiv ed about two hours after 
** arrival. 


Deception 1 abhor; and will own that 
your penetration has found out the ſe- 
cret of my heart, which is totally ſub- 
dued by your fair and accompliſhed 
ſiſter; of whom I think you ſpeak with 
more ſeverity than ſhe is deſerving of. 


Do not, for a mament, think I enter- 
tain an idea of ever obtaining her affec- 
tions in return. Would it not be unpar- 
donable in me, an exile from my coun- 
| try, a bankrupt in fortune, to aſpire to the 
| daughter of the Earl of Aldborough ?— 
f No! never ſhall my lips breathe a ſen- 
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timent of the unbounded affection that 
glows in my boſom, and will continue 
until the laſt vital lame be extinct. Her 
mind is as good as her perſon is beauti- 
ful. Fine women will have little capri - 
ces, and they become them. Lady Su- 
ſan may ſport with our ſex who are all 
her ſlaves. L 


I am partly reſolved to quit England 
as ſoon as I have found a place where to 
fix the Counteſs and Adela. If no letters 
arrive from Paris I have promiſed the 
Counteſs to diſguiſe myſelf and- return 
thither, in order to know the fate of her 
family, for ſhe is fearful that her Fa- 
ther, Monſieur de Salens, is involved in 
the general misfortune. I am indiffe- 
rent about myſelf: life has no charms 
for me. I have enjoined the Countefs 
to ſecrecy, as poor Adela would be 
© wretched, did ſhe know I was going 
again to France. There can be no dan- 


ger, 
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ger, I am not known to the, preſent 
rulers. 


Let me hear from you ſoon, I will not 
attempt at giving you advice, your own 
good ſenſe will guide you. The world 
preſents a ſmiling proſpect: do not you 
throw a miſt over it. 

I beg my reſpects to your amiable 
mother the Counteſs, and that you will 
tell Lady Suſan that the remembrance 
of the many delightful days that I have 
paſſed in her ſociety, now ſerves to ſup- 
port my depreſſed ſpirits ; and will eyer, 
by me, be conſidered amongſt the bright- 
eſt of my life. 


This will but render me ridiculous to 


her: ſo only preſent my compliments, 


aud thoſe of my ſiſter. To the amiable 


Lady Sabina preſent my reſpectful re- 


gards I am glad to hear that the Colonel 
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is returned, as ſhe exiſts but jn his ſo · 
ciety. He is the moſt enviable man on 
earth; yet, as he is ſo deſerving, it 
would be criminal to wiſh him leſs hap- 
| Pineſs. I wiſh he had returned before J 
left London, as I ſhould have been hap- 
py to add Colonel Sommerville to the 
already invaluable ſtock of friends I have 


met with whilft e in your abr, ah 
iſland. 


I bave not yet enquired of de B***, 
what is become of his couſin, or whe- 
ther ſhe had taken her departure for 
Spain before he left France? This is a 
ſubject that does not intereſt him, or it 
would not have been neglected thus 
long. What would once have made my 
ſupreme happineſs, now gives me infi- 
nite pain: ſo ſtrangely do circumſtances 
and events change our ſentiments ! '1 
muſt explain myſelf on this ſubject; 
though not fully in this letter, | 

I believe 
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J believe, I told you, that de B*#*#* 
entertained a partiality for Adela. This 
then is what I mean. He adores my 
ſiſter, and therefore has declined the 
marriage with his couſin. I cannot al- 
low Adela to give him her hand as we 
are bound by ties of gratitude to the 
good Ducheſs his mother, and ſhould 
but ill repay our obligations in uniting 
his fortune with ours. The Duke is 
angry with me, and accuſes me of 
want of friendſhip for him, and affec- 
tion to my ſiſter. My heart acquits me 
of the charge. I ſhould have to re- 
proach myſelf with an act of ingrati- 
tude did I allow him to follow his in- 
elinations. Let me have your ſentiments 
on this ſubject in your next. 


Your's, 


ROBERT DE MONTFORT. 
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LADY SABINA SOMERVILLE 
, To 
MISS MILLER 


WHEN I began to confider myſelf 
approaching towards happineſs in the 
promiſed. return of my huſband, think 
how ſeverely I muſt feel the fad reverſe, 
and how deep the affliction when even the 
_ preſence of my William cannot relieve 


me! . 
I have loſt my mother my beloved 
parent is no more. I arrived in town 
on Monday laſt; on alighting from my 
carriage I was met in the hall by my 
brother, in whoſe countenance I ſoon 
| learnt ſomething was amiſs. His face 
was pale as aſhes, and his whole dreſs 

diſordered, I looked at him, but had 


not 
I 


* 
= 
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not power to enquire the extent of my 
miſery. The idea of Sommerville ruſh- 
ed into my mind, and I ſunk almoſt 
lifeleſs into the firſt chair that preſented 
itſelf to my view. Suſan entered—her 
ſwoln eyes added to my fears: ſhe is 
a little better, was the firſt word my ſiſ- 
ter uttered. Thank Heaven ! exclaim- 
ed my brother. I was affraid to inform 
Sabina of our misfortune, ſaid he. I 
begged to know the worſt; my ſiſter 
then told me, that my mother had been 
rather indiſpoſed for two or three days 
paſt; but, that laſt night ſhe had been 
ſeized with a fever which had been en- 
creafing ſo much that Dr. Warren had 
pronounced her life to be in eminent 
danger. A meſſenger had juſt been 
diſpatched to-me, that within the- laſt 
quarter of an hour the fever had abated, 
and ſhe had appeared inclined to ſleep ; 
upon which every one had left the 
room but the Doctor and her own 
ek woman. 


88 ROBERT AND ADELA. 


woman. We waited in the ytmoſ} an- 
xiety almoſt an hour, when Dr. War: 
ran came down and informed us that 
all hope was now at an end: that ſhe 
ſeemed to doze for near a quarter of an 
hour, but that the fever had returned, 
and that it was impoſſible for her to ſur- 
vive the night. My ſiſter and I went up 
and ſtood by the fide of the bed for ſome 
minutes; ſhe did not notice us. I took 
her hand into mine, and preſſed it to 
my lips. She talked incoherently, and 
called us by different names. I was ſo 
much affected, that Suſan inſiſted on 
my going to her dreſſing room, and 
that if ſhe perceived any interval of 
reaſon I ſhqyjd inſtantly be ſent for. 
But, alas! in leſs thap half an hour 
the expired in the arms of my 1 * 
who ſunk ſenſeleſs by her fide. My 
brother came to me in a ſtate of diftrac- 
tion. His violent grief alarmed me. 
| 1 _ 
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I was not in a fituation to give him 
comfort. To loſe ſo good a parent, ſo 
ſuddenly, was a ſtroke none of us could 
ſubmit to with that reſignation becom- 
ing every good chriſtian. 


The arrival of my huſband, which at 
any other time would have communi- 
cated joy to us all, and to me ſupreme 
felicity, could not diſpel our grief; 
moſt ſincerely did he join his ſorrows 
to ours, Had I been in town only a 
few days ſooner I ſhould have been 
more refigned I think : but to be ſepa- 
rated for ever without receiving a laſt 
bleſſing, is too much. Suſan has never 
left her bed fince the fatal event, My 
brother has met with a diſappointment 
of. the heart. I never heard that he had 


any attachment; but Mrs. Leeſon, my 
ſiſter's woman, informed me that Landſ- 


ford had been very unhappy three or 
four days previous to my mother's ill- 
| A 


<> Soar y 2 — phi Wo 2 ; Fuſs þ . 
> \ 2 - Us " oy rad * 0 5A Y RE = 74 Wr 1 5 4 wo . —_ has , N * 
2 - N 2 boo * : 8 ng ur LOR Tos & 8 NM. 4 N n 26 ** + 2 * — N — ay — — OI OR. 
. 3 1 F * rr . r . — * & TY" VB of, Wy be. V Jem . , —2 
« \ oy I es; * 8 \ wy Pur 4 Ar arr * = p i * 1 e 1 * n 2 
; * * +» 
* — : * 8 . 2 0 * 8 2 64 — „ — 5 1 I 
h \ . - l - A 2 oat 
1 ad <- 4 
3 4 


4 r n 


Som 
1 * 
A 5 
4 - 
_ rt a 0 2 
* r 
. 


90 ROBERT axv ADELA. 


neſs: and Lady Suſan informed her, 
that an unexpected wedding was the 
cauſe. This is a ſubject J cannot be in- 
formed of at preſent ; for the lols of 
his moſt invaluable parent affſicts him 
too ſeverely at the preſent moment. 


My fiſter has ſent for me to conſult 
with her : therefore I muſt conclude. 
Pray entreat Miſs Fitzarran to write to 
Suſan. It will ſerve to enliven her—l 1 
know her diſpoſition—her grief, though 
violent, will not be laſting. It is ge- 

'nerally ſo with volatile minds like her's. 
Sommerville joins. with me in good 
wiſhes. 


Your friend, 


 SABINA SOMMERVILLE, 


ROBERT axp ADELA. 917 


THE EARL OF LAN DSrORD 


ROBERT DE MONTFORT, 


YOU, T know, will ſympathize with 
'me when I inform you, that I have loſt 
my mother; ſuch a parent as few can 
boaſt of. She was taken ſuddenly ill. 
A rapid fever ſucceeded, which carried 
her off on the third day. My fiſters 
are inconſolable— am a bad comforter : 
my own affliction bears hard upon 
me: I needed no additional misfor- 
tunes. The recent diſappointment I 
have experienced ſtill preys 1 708 my 
ſpirits. | 


Were it not for this curſed war J 


wound go to the Continent, and try if 
h : a change 
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a change of * ſcene would be of ufe. 
You talk of remaining. in Wales. If 
ſo, I don't know but I will come and 
be your neighbour. I want to ſee how 
you will figure in the character of a 
country ſquire. 1 was never in Wales: 
but, from the -accoupts that I have 
read, J admire the grandeur of nature 
exhibited in a bolder ſtyle: in that coun- 
iy chan any other in Squth- Britain, Let 

me know if you think nd realy . 
(ner the erte. 


When 1 wrate aft; I maps with 
Lady Suſan to pay ſome viſits defign- 


£gly to hear What was ad _ Mrs. 
Ber tie. 


1 learnt that ne; was che qanghter of a 
reſpectable gentleman in Warwickſhire ; 
who had lived, as many other country 
gentlemen da, too faſt, A ſpirit of 
| electioneering had reduced his fortune to 

| leſs 
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leſs then half of what it originally was. 
The remaining half was nearly facri- 
ficed to ſupply the extravagance of a 
ſpendthrift fon; ſo that, at his death, 

Miſs Archer found herfelf poſſeſſed of 
one ſolitary thouſand pounds, after be- 
mg bred in the expectation of a con- 
 {iderable fortune, and in all accompliſh- 


# 


She removedto che houfe of a maiden 
fſter of her father's, Who was perfuaded 
that the beauty and accompliſhments of 
her niece could not fail to attract love 
and admiration. For this purpoſe they 
frequented all places of public reſort. 
And, as the aunt predicted, fo it has 
happened. Bertie was looking our for 
a wife, who might give him ſome eclat 

in the world. He had offered himſelf 
and fortune to half the women of qua- 
lity in town, and finding that his money 
could not procute him a "titled wife, 
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he at laſt determined that beauty ſhould 
be his object, in the poſſeſſion of which 
he might at leaſt be envied. He met 
Miſs Archer at. an aſſembly ; and, by 
a little well timed flattery, to herſelf, 

and a diſplay of his great wealth to the 
| aunt, he gained the hand of the lady. 
What do not women ſacrifice to vanity ? 
for love muſt be quite out of the queſ- 
tion. Bertie has one of the moſt for- 
bidding countenances I ever, beheld. 
His figure is diminutive, | and his 
mind is vain, filly, and uncultivat- 
ed. And yet, to poſleſs ſuch an an- 
gel, who has given up all the ſweets of 
domeſtic life for the appearance ſhe can 
make abroad! What a miſtaken no- 
tion, to ſacrifice one's own peace of 
mind to what others may think of us? 
Splendid miſery! It muſt have been 

for her father, that Miſs Archer was in 
mourning when I ſaw her at Bath, Her 
aunt and a female relation reſide ſtill in 
town; but not at Bertie's, I underſtand. 


Why 


ROBERT AD ADELA. gs 
Why ſhould I trouble myſelf about a 


family that can now be nothing to me? 
This is a thought I cannot bear to dwell. 
on. I will diſmiſs this with good wiſhes ' 


to yourſelf and the ladies. 
Your's, 


LANDSFORD 


” 


ROBERT yz MONTFORT 
0 
THE EARLor LANDSFORD. 


Milford Haven, 


ALTHOUGH the eaſy diſſolution 


of one's friends, in advanced age, when 


they drop, according to an expreſſion 
af 
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of one of your beſt Engliſh poets, like 
"ripe fruit into their mother's lap, be 
an event that ought to form a ſubject 
rather of ſatisfa&ion'than of regret, yet 
I confeſs, that the intelligence I lately 
received of the death of your excellent 
mother affected me greatly: nor even, 
while I expreſs theſe ſentiments, can I 
help reflecting, with a kind of pleaſing 
melancholy, on the amiable virtues of 
the good Countefs of Aldborough : 
and particularly on that place in her 
eſteem, with which I flatter myſelf ſhe 
honoured me— It is not for thoſe who, 
in advanced life, quit the ſcene of 


action, after playing their parts well 


without any violent or painful ſtruggle, 
that we ought to be ſorry. The misfor- 
tunes of our living friends are fitter 
ſubject of ſadneſs and ſorrow; and it is 
to relief and conſolation, under. theſe, 
that ſympathy ſhould bend all her at- 
tentiotis and cares —Nor is it thoſe 
255 2 | above, 
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above, who are commonly deemed un- 
fortunate, that are Proper objects ot 
compaſſionate tenderneſs. In every lot, 
even the moſt affluent and ſptendid, 
there 1s enough to ſhew that, in every 
ſtation, all is vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit. There are moraliſts who under- 
take to-ſhew, and indeed, I think with 
an appearance of reaſon, that this mix- 
ture of pain with pleaſure in . human 
life i is, on the, whole, even a bene vo- 
lent conſtitution of nature : diſeaſe, 
| diſappointments, vexations ; chiefly the 
loſs of dear relations, early acquain- 
tance, &c. Friends are fo. many dilu- 
tents and diffolvents that unlooſen the 
bonds by which we are attached to 
life: until at laſt we become weary of 
this ſublunary ſtate, and are glad, to 
uſe an Arabian phraſe, to drink the 
ſherbet of diſlolution.— EI 


Von. U. : 
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As thoſe we love decay, we die in part, 

String after ſtring is ſever'd from the heart: 

Till looſen'd life, at laſt, but breathing clay, 

Without one pang is glad to fall away. 

Unhappy he, who lateſt feels the blow, 

Whoſe eyes have wept o'er every friend laid low ; 

Dragg*d lingering on from partial death to death, 
Till, dying, all he can reſign is breath, 

1 | T.xo0MgoN. 


This is a ſerious and plaintive ftrain : 
but it is inſpired by various incidents 
and events ; and, indeed, in ſome mea- 
ſure, by the contour and character of 
this country, which is fitted by nature 
to nouriſh a penſive and melancholy 
mode, and invites ſtrongly to reflection 
and contemplation. You defire to be 
informed what ſort of a place this is; 
and you ſeem to incline, if it ſhould be 
tolerable, for ſome time to take up your 
refidence in it. In your. preſent tone of 
mind, it would, from the general ac- 
count I have given of it, ſuit you well, 
2s it would accord to your ſoul's ſadneſs— 

| and, 
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and, indeed, ſuch ſympathetic ſcenes, 
as the mountains and ſequeſtered val- 
lies and glens of Wales are well adapt- 
ed to ſoothe the diſtreſſed mind, and 
reduce it by degrees to the tranquil 
equilibrium which it may unfortunate- 
ly have loſt,—Ir is painful, and even 
dangerous to teur the bandages at 
once from eyes which have long re- 
| mained in darkneſs, and expoſe them, 
at once, to the beams of the meridian 
line. It would be equally improper to 
drag abruptly into the crouded haunts of 
diſſipation, and buſtling frivolity, the 
mind that is ill at eaſe, and difcompoſed, 
by whatever cauſe its uneaſineſs may be 
occaſioned — I ſay by whatever cauſe, 
becauſe, my friend, you need not to be 
informed, that the - generality of the 
world would be inclined to treat the cauſe 
of your preſent uneaſineſs as a ſubject of | 
mertiment and banter, rather than of 
ym patheric ſorrow : though I certaigly 

| F 2 am 
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am of opinion that this is a very unjuſt 
mode of meaſuring out our ſocial regard 
to our neighbours, If a man is robbed 
af a few. hundred pounds, or if an 
inundation of the ſea, or a land tor- 
rent has ſwept away a corner of his eſtate, 
he meets with the fincere ſympathy of 
all around him. If he is diſappointed 
in the deareſt and tendereſt concerns of 
the heart; of that in which alone a ſpi- 
rit of ſenſibility can repoſe a full return 
of love and friendſhip, then he may lay 
his account of meeting, at beſt, with 
apathy and indifference from his neigh- 
bours ; but, moſt probably, with. a de- 
gree of jocularity and ridicule — This 
you will, in the preſent ſtate of your mind, 
readily pronounce to be one of theſe in- 
equalities or iniquities that are ſo fre- 
quently to be diſcovered in the ſenti- 
ments and conduct of mankind — Vet [ 
may ſafely predict, that the time will 
come, and I hope ſoon, When having 

recovered 
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re covered the uſual elaſticity of your 
ſpirits, you will admit, that it is not al- 
tog ether unvatural. — But this moraliz- 
ing humour has diverted me from what 
I chiefly: intended in this letter, which 
was, to give you a deſcription of this 
remote, highly romantic, and intereft- 
ing country — This ſhall be the ſubje&t 
of my next letter—for, I neither love to 
write, .nor to read long epiſtles — I will 
therefore, in the mean time, ſubſcriBe 
elf, 


Your ever faithful 
and affectionate, 
MONTFORT, 


LADY SUSAN SPENOER 
1 le v ann 


MISS FITZAR RANG 7 r wel 


75 4 


I KNOW, my dear Frances, "I 
are informed by Miſs Miller of the mif- 
F 3 fortune 
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fortune we have ſuſtained in the loſs of 
the beſt of parents. I therefore ſhall 
ſpare myſelf the pain of repeating the 
melancholy ſcene : your fancy can paint 
what were our ſufferings, better than my 
-Pen is at preſent capable of deſcribing 
them. This event has accelerated the 
execution of my plan of living for the 
future. I intend retiring to the country 
.for the preſent. Indeed, the approaching 
Faſon invites every perſon to ſeek the 
enamelled meads. I am poetical already. 
I wiſh you would perſuade Anna to come 
and refide this ſummer with me. This 
you will not do, fearing that I ſhall preach 
my dangerous doctrines in her ear. I own 
T might be apt, now and then, to at- 
tempt doing this if I had any hope of 
doing it with ſucceſs, Let her try how 
ſhe likes my plans, and ſhe ſhall only fol- 
low what her own judgment approves. 
Now you find I am become very reaſon- 
able: any one may lead me at preſent, 1 
8 | F am 
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am ſo docile. IL. don't ſay that this hu- 
mour will eontinue long. Lands ford ſays, 
if Mr. Bertie had not been married, he 
thinks, in my preſent mood, he might 
have been ſucceſsful, Of this I am very 
doubtful. Apropos of Bertie, I have 
good ſtory to tell you. He has taken a 
wife—the very damſel my good brother 
has been purſuing all this winter; who 


caught his heart in Cupid's net whilſt 


changing horſes at Bath, on the road, te 
reſign her's to an Indian deity, called 
Gol p. She was obliged to take Bertie as 
a kind of cheſt, wherein her treaſure was 
contained.;, and a coarſe one I believe ſhe 
will find it. I cannot help pitying the 
fate of this fair one. How different 
weuld her life have been, had ſhe given 
her hand to Landsford, rather than the 
ſordid wretch who is now in poſſeſſion of 
it? Her heart, I hear indeed, has not 
been conſulted; if it had, it never could 
have yielded to Bertie, who has ſo very 
282 F 4 


repulſive 
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Tepulfive a look; that it may excite fear, 
but never kindle a ſofter paſſon. Now, 
dor't you ſet this character of Bertie down 
as the effect of diſappointment, becauſe 
he did not make me the object of his 
choice, I refuſed him moſt peremptorily, 
or J had been his Queen of Diamonds. 
My brother ſays, 1 ſhall never make a 

better bargain. I hate all bargains! What 
I Tam to do for want of ſomebody to tèaze, 
I can't tell. The Count is gone to ruſtic 
cate in che Welch moumtains. I-did 
now and then make- him miſerable by 
way of puniſnment to his ſex. This 1 
own was wrong, as he 1 is s very. different 
e e „1 Haff iliw 


1 N e do te 
1 think 1 haves get to mention Sa- 
dina, who is as happy as any wife can be in 
the return of the Colonel; To ſpeak 
truth, I don't think he ſeems to bave 


brought back che ſame ſpirits which he 
took with him to the Continent. J can- 


not 
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not think that this proceeds from any 
diminution of regard for my ſiſter. In- 
deed it is impoſſible to aſſign a cauſe; 
yet, the evil exiſts whatever may be the 
occaſion. Sabina is nottas yet conſcious 
of any thing amiſs; but when ſhe is out 
of the room he is wrapped up in pro- 
found thought, and ſighs frequently. I 
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ſhall not point out what will be the cauſe 1 

of uneaſinefs of Sabina; for whom 1 have Wo 
"3k *. 

even more than a fiſterly affection. 1 


We were about to quit my brother's 
houſe when my mother's illneſs com- 
menced; and, as. the houſe is fitted up 
and furniſhed, I ſhall remove to it for 
the preſent; though Landsford has, i in 
the handſomeſt manner poſſible, entreat- 
ed me to take the charge of his family. 
He declares againſt matrimony, now that 
his ſable beauty is devoted to another, | 
Men change their minds as frequently, 
as females, fo I will not truſt him. I. 

"A ſhall 
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ſhall regulate all my purſuits in future 
by my own opinion. It is certain, if 
you don't come to town foon we ſhall 
not meet for ſome time. I muſt dreſs 
for the horrid Opera. 

Wi 8 
e 0 7 Mah 


ROBERT DR MONTEORT H 
| hg h DPD ; 
| THE EARL OF LANDSEFORD: 
Tregony-Hall, near Milford- Haven. 


1 FIND, on recollection, that I have 
dated my laſt letters at Milford-Haven ; 
| whereas, I ought, if a had ſtudied accu- 
racy, to have dated them as I do this 
The fact is, Tregony-Hall is ſituated 
| within view of the charming and ſpaci- 
ous harbour which gave ſhelter to my 
mega from the ks of the ſea,” and 


more 
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more dangerous tumults of the people. 
It is clearly and diſtinctly within my view 
whenever I take my eye from the paper 
on which. I now write; it has made a 
deep impreſſion on my imagination. I 
have, in a former letter, expreſſed an opi- 
nion, which I have long entertained, that 
it is but little of the natural appearance; 
or character of any country that can bo 
conveyed: by the pen=Nevertheleſs, L 
ſhall endeavour to give you ſome idea of 
this manſion; which cannot be done 


without deſcribing the relations in whick 


it ſtands to the ſurrounding objects. 
Wales, viewed at a diſtanee from the top 
of Snowdon; Plinimmon, or Penman- 

mawr, by a kind of bird's-eye-proſpeR,.. 
and ſeen as one object, ſeems to be a” 
country confiſting in mountains ſeperated 
from one another by glens-and - vallies: 
of unequal width: but, towards the fide* 
of England, and the ſea coaſts, ſloping 


gradually f into declining plains, beauti- 
' ; fully; 
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fully, variegated by gently-ſwelling hills 
and other inferior acclivities, now -co- 
vered with trees, now with herds and 


| lacks, and in the middle and lower parts 


with luxuriant crops of corn; rivers and 
rivulets beautifully meandring through 


the vallies Or glens: and ſometimes, 


where theſe are contracted by ridges of 
rock approaching to each other, on either 
fide of the ſtream, falling in rough caf- 
cades,. charm: both the eye and the ear, 
and afford great varieties of trout ; and, 
when they begin to grow to conſiderable 
ſize, of excellent ſalmon. To catch this 
rich yet delicate fiſh, and to dreſs it on 
the ſpot in the open air, and make a 
fete champeire on the flowery banks of 
a limpid ſtream, in which the ſcaly 
tribes are ſeen to play, is one of the 


greateſt amuſements of the Welch gen- 


temen and ladies. The air of Wales, 
compared with that of England, is ſharp 
pene trating ; though not ſo dry and 

wholeſome, 


ROBERT: au 'ADEIA: rog 


| wholeſome, as might atfirſt be ſuppoſed, 
being charged with a ſuperabundanee of 
humidity from its advanced ſituation ĩa 
the ocean. ' 
au mon 12115 
W eee hs country * 
bet: the name of Wales, was of greater 
extent than it is at pteſent; and was 
bounded only by the courſes of the Se- 
vern and the Dee. But, after the Saxons 
bad made themſel ves maſters of all the 
low and plain country, the Welch, or 
ancient Britons, were ſhut up within more 
narrow bounds, and obliged to- retire 
weſtward. - It does not however appear, 
that ever: the Saxons! made any further 
conqueſts: in their country than Mon · 
mouthſhire and Herefordſhire, now ac- 
counted part of England - In all coun- 
tries, the original inhabitants are, in the 
viciſſitudes of empire, forced to abandon 
the fertile plains; to ambitious or rapa- 
cious invaders, and retreat to moun- 
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tains, marſhes, and other fortreſſes form- 
ed by nature; by which they may be 
enabled to preferve their my ore 


The Scotch took ſhelter Path their 
invaders in their iſlands and mountains; 
the ancient Gauls in the Pyrenees and the 
Alps; the Venetians in the marſhy out- 
lets of the Pö on the Adriatic. On the 
other ſide of the Venetian Gulph we find 
the Raguſans, the Uſcochi, and other 
tribes, taking refuge from the weſtward 
progreſſion of the Turks in the iſlands 
and creeks: on the coaſt of Albania and 
Dalmatia. Thus too the Dutch defend - 
ed themſelves in their marſhes on the 
mouths of the Rhine, againſt the whole: 
houſe of Auſtria, in poſſeſſion of the em 
pire, Italy, Spain, America, and the 
Catholie provinces of the Netherlands; 
though now that they have exchanged 
poverty and patriotiſm for luxury and cor- 
ruption, even with half Europe on their 
ſide, they open their gates to unprinci- 

pled 


ROERT Aup ADELA. 11. 
pled plunderers Theſe political reflec- 
tions occaſioned by the nature of that 
bold and wild region, of which I have 


here attempted ſome deſcription, have 


carried me far from Tregony-Hall, to 


which I ſhall return in my next, if, af. 


ter an interval of fome days, you do 
not ſurprize and delight me with your 
arrival here, or in this neighbourhood. 

| ROBERT DR MONTFORT. 
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10 


THE DUKE DE B.. 


IT is impoſſible to ae, my * 
loved Henrique, the happineſs I felt on 
hearing that. you had arrived ſafely in 
England. My apprehenſions were moſt 
dreadful when I received the letters you 
lent me by the poor honeſt Fiſherman, 
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who ſo benevolently contributed to effect 
your eſcape, ; You defired me to reward 
his kindneſs to you: but, oh, my fon ! 
you were unacquainted with the feelings 
of a parent, when you could think it pol- 
fible for me to xeqampence your pteſer- 
ver with ought in my power. The obli- 
gation muſt for ever temain uncancelled. 
However, I ſatis ſied the poor man, tho 
not my ſelf, and leave the completion to 
your own heart if ever you return to 
this ungrateful country. My thanks are 
due to the great Diſpoſer of events for 
your preſervation; when ſo many inno- 
cent perſons daily fall victims to tyran- 
ny and 7 ITE: 


And now let me chide you "ry keep- 
ing your: vifit to Montmorin a ſecret. 
Had you once ſaid you had intentions 
6f going thither, alf this miſchief might 


have have been prevented, for I ſhould 


| poppin he you of 25 danger you in- 
| 1 curred. 


4 _ — wu as 


curred. 1 conſented to Adela's going, 
becaufe ſhe was not an object of jealouſy 
to any party, on which account I thought 
her ſafe, Had I known the danger ſhe 
was in, I ſhould not have allowed her to 
go. She has gone to England, and with 
drawn hetſelf from my protection. On 
this ſtep 1 ſhall not comment with ſeve- 
rity. Adela is the orphan daughter of 
two people for whom 1 had the bigheft 
eſter. I promiſed to thoſe friends, 
on their death-bed, to watch over their 
child. This promiſe is ſacred —T hold 
it my duty to take an intereſt in what- 
ever concerns the Wu of the family 


of Mantfort.” 


1 1 g [of 19 


"You would at with propriety in ſepa- 
rating yourſelf, as ſoon as you can with 
propet decorum and reſpe&, from the 
Counteſs de Montmorin, as the is placed 
in an embarraſſing fituation. Indeed you 
cannot remain in Wales, as I have a 
oY. 44 "ond 
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commiſſion for you to execute in Lon- 
don, that will require your immediate 
Preſence there. Your aunt Donna Iſa- 
bella, and my niece, Lady Thereſa, in- 
tend a viſit to England, and are glad to 
embrace the opportunity of your being 
there to protect them. My fiſter begs 
the favour of you to enquire for a houſe 
ſuch as may ſuit them; and, whilſt you 
remain in London, that you will conſi- 
der it in every reſpect as your own. You 
will make all the neceflary arrangements, 
and expect them about che N 
next month. e 


1 hope, that 3 your reſidence to- 
gether, you will be induced to form a 
different opinion with regard to Lady 
© Thereſa, who is extremely accompliſhed 
5 and amiable; and who entertains, I am 


ſorry to add, a better opinion of you 


than your treatment. of her deſerves. 


I would 
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I would have accompanied my ſiſter, 
but have ſome buſineſs to tranſact in this 
country that will not at preſent allow of 
my abſence. 


Tell Adela, that ſhe will receive 2 
letter from me in a few days. If ſhe is 
willing to accept the protection of Don- 


na Iſabella, I ſhall recommend her to 


it; but I ſhall not do ſo until 1 know 
her ſentiments, 


You will do well, Henrique, to re- 
fle& before you caſt away ſo valuable an 


alliance as that of Lady Thereſa de Guz+ 


man. Do not let a filly, childiſh paſſion, 
deſtructive to both parties, influence your 
better judgment. I have too good an 
opinion of Adela to think that ſhe would 
uſe any art to ſeduce you from your duty. 
Of this I ſhall affure her; and that I have 
ſtrong confidence in her influence on you 
to bring you to a right ſenſe of what you 
owe bath yourſelf and your affectionate 
mother, 
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- LADY SUSAN SPENCER 
10 
ROBE ET vs MONTFORT, 


MY AMIABLE FRIEND, 1 56 | 

I AM always troubling you, when at a 
| diſtance, with my correſpondence, which 
is very ſaucy in a 20man, ,. What can 
they ſay to intereſt your ſex? I have 
heard it often afferted, that we were born 
to teize you: ſo I am verifying an old 
r 

5 The object of my preſent epiſtle is to 
enquire. after your health, and that of 


Four ſiſter, and to aſſure her how much 
= intereſted. i in her future happineſs. 


Vou muſt form no plan, as to the fu- 
ture ſettlement of Madame de Montfort, 
without conſulting me. I have one in 
my head, chat I hope will give much 
pleaſure to both parties, 


You 
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Lou are at preſent in a delightful and 
romantic country. I have frequently 
wiſhed'to viſit it; but having no friends 
in Wales, I could not bring myſelf to 
take ſo long a journey merely out of cu- 
riofity, My wiſhes to fee your ſiſter and 
the Counteſs de Montmorin (of whole 
praife you were always ſo laviſh) has de- 
termined me to endeavour, through your 
means, to find out an agreeable ſituation 
where there is a tolerably good family- 
houſe—lI know that you are always hap- 
py when obliging others, therefore I 
ſhall make no apology for thus troubling 
you. Don't ſuppoſe that I am in. jeſt; 
though my brother uſed to tell you that 
I was never ſerious when I formed plans 
of running about the country, Give me 
a line as ſoon as you have found a ſpot 
that the ladies think agreeable, with the 
terms on which I am to be put in poſſeſ- 
ſion, and I will be with you immediately. 
I ſhall ſpend five or fix months amongſt 
the 
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the Welch mountains, and endeavour to 
make that time paſs agreeable to the la- 
dies of your party. I ſhall go a ſtep be- 
yond the prudiſh propriety of the preſent 
day, and give you an invitation to 
Maiden-Hall. We might be run away 
_(withour a male creature to protect ns) 
"by the ſavages *of the country. This 
you mult take as a great compliment, as 
you are the only man that I know to 
whom I would own an obligation, | 


n - 
* 


| I-ſhallſee your taſte in this little com 


© miſſion, and your haſte in the execution 


uin 1 . 
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THE DUCHES'S pg B*** 
TO 


" ADELA vs MONTFORT, 


W 


MV DEAR CHILD, 


1 CANNOT expreſs how glad I am at 
receiving the news of your ſafety. My 
dear Henrique had a moſt fortunate 
eſcape; the poor Fiſherman wept whilſt 
he releated the circumſtance to me. I 
ſhudder whilſt T think of the danger you 
were in. How you were able to keep up 
your ſpirits in ſo trying a ſituation, I can- 
not conceive. The ſupreme Power who 
ever ſupports the innocent in the hour of 
adverſity, gave you ſtrength to go thro? 
the ſtruggle; and, I truſt, that he will 
extend his protecting arm while your 
conduct is guided by virtue and honour, 
on Continue, 


* 
* ” 
4, 
* A 
_ 


8 fur dae in thoſe admira- 
ble principles and precepts taught by 


your excellent parents; and, I hope, if 


not ſtrengthened, yet not weakened by 
me. It will ever be my pride to ſee 
Adela ſuſtain with that dignity, which it 
has ever been conſpicuous, the ancient 
and reſpected name of de Mmort. 


Tbere is little merit in 3 with 
propriety in the hour of proſperity 3 but 
to pals. through. the black and ſallen 

ſtorms of adverſity, without cenſure, re- 
quires almoſt preternatural aid. You are 
voung, therefore be not alarmed or 
offended if I ſome ume offer my advice; 
and, be aſſured, I ſhall give it, whenafked, 
with my beſt judgment; I would have 
my Adela an ornament. en alerr 
iat which the is caſi. ol 


vt 18H. un bas Wr inal | 
"You fituation in Evgland i is extreme» 


| Ackles. | You are unprotected, have 


no 


no friends or relations to apply to, but 
your brother; and he is a young ſingle 
man. Would not you like to reſide with. 
my ſiſter and niece who are coming to 
England ? There is but one objection 
that I can think of; and this is, that my 
ſon is to reſide in the ſame houſe; tho? 


this objection may be removed, and in 


ſome meaſure through your friendſhip. b 
Tou are not to learn my wiſhes for an 
union between the Duke and Lady The- 


reſa. He was, when in France, averſe to 
it, but gave me no reaſon to ſuppoſe that 
he might not change his opinion. Your 
friendſhip for us both will lead you to 
undertake the taſk of bringing him to 
comply with his duty and his intereſt, 
The fortune of my brother, Don Guz- 
man, is immenſe. This, by his marriage, 
would devolve to Henrique, whoſe pre- 
ſent poſſeſſions are very ſlender, and fu- 
ture proſpects ſtill more ſo. I am ſure 
that you, my dear child, could not bear to 
Vol. II, G ſee 
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4 


ſee my fon i in beggary 3 ; Whilſt any ar- 
gument of your's might induce him to 
embrace the affluence that now , courts 
him. I hope and expect every, thing 
from the goodneſs and affection of Adela, 
and I ſhall ever be ready to acknowledge 
my obligation to her, ſhould this firſt 
with of my heart be accompliſhed thro' 
her means. Perhaps you may anſwer 
that you have not influence ſufficient. 
T know your power and will truſt to its 


effet. With every good wiſh, 


I remain your affe&tionate, 
| ROSA DE Bx. 
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THE COUNT pz MONTMORIN 
10 
 Mzs, MOR TIMER. 
DEAR MADAM, 
IT is near a month fince I directed 


my wife to go for England, and to claim 
your protection. This, I doubt not, but 


ſhe has done, and that you will kindly 


attend to her diſtreſſes until fate is weary 
of perſecuting your unhappy nephew. 
Tell my Jacquiline I ſhall amaze her 
when we meet, if ever I am permitted 


to behold her again. It is impoſſible to 


deſcribe my feelings on her account. 
By'the memory of my revered mother, 
that fiſter whom you loved, I conjure 
you to conſole my wife, and be a parent 
to her for the ſake of him whoſe lateſt 
prayers ſhall be for both your happineſs. 
I am not permitted to ſay more than that 


[ am, 5 
Affectionatly your's, 


MONTMORIN. 
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IAS. MORTIMER. 


T-0 


THE COUNTESS vs MONTMORIN, 


DEAR MADAM, 


YOU are, doubtleſs, anxious to hear 
of the Count from whom I have this in- 
ſtant received the incloſed letter, I take 
the firſt opportunity to apologiſe for not 
attending ſo particularly to your firſt 
letter as you might expect I ſhould have 
done; but when you are acquainted 
with London you will excuſe me. I 
hope you have not experienced any in- 
convenience by a few days delay. I am 
at preſent confined to the houſe by a 
cold ; but that you may not be longer 
detained in Wales, I have ſent my wo- 


man and carriage to conduct you to your 
friend and aunt, | | 


CHARLOTTE MORTIMER» | 


ROBERT and ADELA. 125 


THE DUCHESS vs B. 
TO 


THE COUNTESS DR MONTMORIN. 


MADAM; . 
MOST truly do I ſympathize with 
you under your preſent misfortune. 
Though I have not the honor of be- 


ing perſonally known to yourſelf, yet the 
Count and our family have been long in 


_ed-for information reſpecting his pre- 
ſent ſituation. You, I think, could 
have nothing to fear if juſtice prevailed 
in France, as the Count's well known 
probity and honor, would ſoon bring his 
cauſe to a happy deciſion. Let us hope, 
that the Almighty who directs the ways 
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of men will be pleaſed to extend his 
mercy to our prayers for his deliverance, 
In the meantime, be aſſured I will not 
let any opportunity paſs wherein I can 
gain any intelligence from Paris, as your 
anxiety muſt be great. 


] received four cheſts from Jaques 
the fiſherman, who brought them from 
the convent of St. Clair, and with them 
a letter from Madame Adeliade the ſu- 
perior; deviring me to receiye and for- 
ward the contents as might be moſt 
convenient to your order in London, 
which you will be pleaſed to ſend me 
as ſoon as agreeable, and I ſhall take 
the beſt opportunity afterwards of con- 
yeying them. I have written both to 
my ſon and Adela; therefore, I will 
not trouble you with any thipg to them 
at preſent, but recommend you all to 
the protection of that Providence who 

| | pe ty 
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has preſerved you in the hour of dan- 
ger; and will, I truſt, ſuſtain you 
through every trial you may have to 
encounter in this uncertain life. 


1 am „Madam, 
5 Moſt reſpectfully Your's, 


ROSA DE B=. 


ROBERT vz ; MONTFORT 
7.0 
LADY SUSAN SPENCER. 


DID your ladyſhip know with what 
pleaſure I receive your commands, you 
would think any apology unneceffary, 
when you are diſpoſed to make me " 


happy. 
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Tou are 0 good as to enquire after 
the health of my ſiſter and the Counteſs, 
and to take an intereſt in their preſent 
ſituation. T hey are both in perfect 
health, and moſt grateful for your of- 
fered friendſhip, which they accept moſt 
thankfully, 


Be affured, had I not fixed on a plan 
for my Adela, before your's arrived, ſhe 
mould have attended to your advice, 
and have been, as I ever am, at your 
ladyſhip's entire diſpoſal, 


When I arrived here, I found the 
ladies in an embarraſfting ſituation, treſ- 
paſſing upon the hoſpitality and bene- 
volence of the family who had kindly 
taken them under their protection. The 
Counteſs had been diſappointed in an 
application to a relation of the Count's. 
This determined me to find ſome plea- 
ſant cottage near this place, to take it, 
1 | and 


— 
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and remain with the ladies until we got 
ſome advice from Paris. Sir Edward 
Morgan's enquiries ſoon found what 
we wanted. An officer who had reſi- 
ded with his family within four miles of. 
the hall, was ſuddenly. called to join. 
his regiment. This obliged him to quit. 
his cottage and ſell the furniture; which, 

not being in an expenſive ſtyle, I have. 


been able to purchaſe, Your ladyſhip 


will thus ſee it is impoſſible. for us to, 
avail ourſelves of your very kind offer. . 
Yet, we ſtill hope for the addition of 
your ſociety, and I ſhall be unwearied in 
my diligence to find out a houſe ſuita- 
ble for you—I am informed that there 
are many within a ſhort ride from this. 


I ſhall begin my ſearch to-morrow, and 


not reſt until I am aſſured that we may 
expect you here. 1 
My ſiſter has juſt been with me in 
tears; ſhe has received a diſappoint- 

| G 5 ment, 
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ment, as Mrs. Mortimer has conde- 
ſcended, on the Count's recommenda- 
tion, to ſend her carriage for the Coun- 
teſs. This is juſt arrived, and the friends 
muſt part. The Counteſs goes very 
reluctantly, as ſhe is ſenfible of the af- 
front offered her by the inſinuation con- 
veyed in Mrs. Mortimer's letter, which 
ſhe ſent, declining to receive her. But 
as ſhe would not act in any way con- 
tradictory to her huſband's requeſt, ſhe 
goes in conſequence of his expreſſing 
his earneſt wiſh that ſhe thould put her- 
ſelf under the protection of his aunt. 
Thus will our little party be diſperſed. 


Tour ladyſhip will be much pleaſed 
with this country; there is ſuch a con- 
ſtant diverſity of ſcene, and the pro- 
ſpects from the mountains are ſo uncom- 
monly beautiful. 'The harbour of Mil- 
ford, and an extenfive proſpect of the 

= ſea 
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ſex adds an additional grandeur. You 
will be alſo pleaſed with the family of 
Sir Edward Morgan, as they exhibit 
unaffected goodneſs and old Engliſh hoſ- 
pitalityß. You. will fee the cuſtoms 
and manners of the laſt, exiſting in the 
preſent age. 


It were impoſſible to expreſs what 


my feelings were, when your goodneſs ' 


was extended towards my unprotected 
Adela, for which accept my warmeſt 
thanks. There was a time when TI 
could have ſaid all that my heart die- 
tates as your due, when it might not 
have been preſumption to . But 
I will not proceed in this ſtrain; it will 
but hurry me into improprieties that 
may forfeit the diſtinction I am now 
bleſſed with, The idea that my me- 
mory may be conſigned to oblivion by 
| 56 - i reſtrains 1 my within? 
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the bounds of prudence, and warns me 
to ſubſcribe myſelf 


Your ſervant ever, 


R. DE MONTFORT. 


THE DUKE os BA 
ro 
ROBERT een 


YOU fee I. am an | expeditious. tras 
veller! I arrived at the Royal Hotel, 
Pall Mall, this evening about ſeven 
o'clock, I have juſt; dined, and am 
now, after writing a note to the Earl 
of Landsford, ſet down to announce 
my arrival to yourſelf and my Welch 

friends; 
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friends; to whom 1 bes the e ro- 
membrances. 


I cannot approve of your determina- 
tion of remaining in the country, when 
all your friends are in town. And I 
hope that you will be induced to alter 
your intentions. 


You have declared yourſelf to be a 
lover. Feeling then the pangs of diſ. 
appointment yourſelf, how can you let 
your friend experience what is, in your 
power to remove? for. to. you I attri- 
bute the late coldneſs of Adela. She. 
was herſelf before you arrived; now 
ſhe is reſtrained, by ſome of your pre- 
cepts, from expreſſing the natural feel · 
ivgs of her heart. 


Forgive me, my friend, I am to. 
blame to doubt you. 1 ſuſpect every 
ope. My mother, perhaps, has faid.. 
Nenn ſome - 


ſomething harſh to Adela; for ſhe was 
in tears after reading her letter : nor 
would ſhe let me peruſe it when J en- 
treated permiſſion. Nay, when I in- 
formed her of my intended journey to 
London, . the faid, that it was very pro- 
per; and that ſhe hoped the good 
Ducheſs would no longer have cauſe to 
complain of my indifference to her 
happineſs. T aſked her, if by that ſhe 
meant to fay, I ought to marry my 
couſin; and by ferting my mother's heart 
at eaſe, to render myſelf wretched the 
remainder of my days? She replied, 
that the queſtion was an unkind one, 
as ' muſt be well affured, confi idering 
the many obligations ner family, and 
particularly berſelf, were under to 
mine, that my miſery could never be 
looked upon without pain by her. It is, 
therefore, for my family's, not for my 
own ſake; that ſhe is at all intereſted i in 
what concerns me. I would fain teach 

| ; myſelf 
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myſelf to hope, that I have a nearer 
and a dearer intereſt in the heart of 
Adela. Her agitation at the Caltle of 
Montmorin for my eſcape, and her joy 
at the convent of St. Clair, at ſeeing 
me in ſafety, ſpoke ſo directiy to my 
heart, that I remember, at that time, an 
angel could not have convinced me that 
_ was. indifferent to my happineſs. 


Perhaps ſhe thinks it her duty to 
give up the man who adores, who lives 
but in the hope of one day calling her 
his. Robert, my mother is unreaſona- 
able when ſhe pretends to controul the 
affections of two hearts that were create 
ed for each other. | 

This Lady Thereſa, who purſues me 
like my evil genius, can never be any 
thing to me. The groſs indelicacy of 
her mind would alone determine me to 
refuſe her hand. I am certain that 
ſhe 
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ſhe muſt have ſeen my indifference at 

Lauſanne ; why then follow me to 
London? Change of place will never 
produce change of ſentiment. Can 1 
admit her to my. heart as its tender 
.companion, as the ſoother of my cares, 
and the partner of my joys ?—Oh no! 
never—My mother's pride overcomes 
her reaſon. The repulſe it ſuffers has 
rendered her unjuſt, and made her will- 
ing to ſacrifice even the peace of her 
ſon, to.the gratification. of her Rouge 


| propenkity, 


: iy know what you. will ſay, my dear | 
friend, and I have already an anſwer to | 
offer you—It is impoſſible .that a fur- | 
ther obſervation of Lady Thereſa can 
alter my opinion of her. She has a 
character which, of all others, I ſhould f 

: 


diſlike in a wife; and ſhe takes ſo little 
pains to conceal it, that it is evident . 


that the acts as much from principle as 
from 
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from inclination ; for this there is no 
remedy, and it is impoſſible I can heſi- 
Le F 


Adela is certainly altered. The laſt 


in cold and diſtant civilities. She ſays lit- 
tle; and has, I think, altered her opinion 
of me; yet I know not why. No cir- 
cumſtance can I recolle&t which may 


have given her diſpleaſure. I am dif- 


fausfied wick myſelf. 


It is impoſſible to avoid undertaking 
the commiſſion my mother has devolved 


houſe, and ſeeing theſe relations of hers, 
for I will not call them mine, ſettled. 
But rede with them I will not, nor ſee 
them oftener than the common forms, of 
n breeding may require 


M 


My meſſenger | is returned ; Lands- 
: ford 


days I ſpent in her ſociety were paſſed 


upon me, ſo far as relates to taking a 
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ford will be with me in five minutes. 
Write me ſoon, and forget not to let 


Adela be the ſubject on which you 
dwell moſt, 


; C 
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THE COUNTESS DE 
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- ©» ADELA DE MONTFORT. © 


811 23 London. 
YOU are anxious to hear of my 
fafe arrival, and my reception from Mrs. 
Mortimer. Knowing this, I have em- 
braced the firſt moment, that I have 
Jt „ enn 21 * . been 
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been left to myſelf, to give my Adela 
the wiſhed- for information. 


% 


When we parted on the ſteps at Tre- 
gony, I thought myſelf the moſt truly 
wretched woman then in exſiſtence - My 
huſband a priſoner; myſelf in a ſtrange 
country; and about to be ſeparated from 
the friend of my heart, to accept the 
extorted protection of a woman who 
had ex preſſed ſuſpicions injurious to my 
honor, without ever having ſeen me, 
or having the ſmalleſt circumſtance on 
which to ground her bad opinion, 
When I threw myſelf into the carriage 
I abandoned myſelf to grief, nor did I 
even know that any perſon was fitting 
beſide me, until the carriage ſtopped at 
the turnpike : when, on looking up to 
know the cauſe, I perceived Mrs. 
Mortimer's woman oppoſite to me. I 
begged that ſhe would excuſe my inat- 
tention 3 but that my preſent ſituation 

was 
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was ſuch that I could not withold my 
tears in being ſeparated from the friend 
of my boſom who had flown to Eng- 
Jand with me in compliance with the 
' Wiſhes of the Count, and whom fad ne- 
ceſſity compelled me now to leave be- 
hind me, having no home to invite her 
to partake with me. This good young 
woman ſympathized with my diſtreſſes 
and wept with me. I G felt ſome relief 
in meeting with one kind and affection- 
ate heart. She ſaid and did every 
thing in her power to comfort me; and 
told me, that her Lady was a little odd 
ſometimes, but that ſhe was very com- 
Paſſionate. and would have given mils 
an invitation, ſhe did not doubt, had 
ſhe but known that the Count deſired it. 
I did not reply to this, but I learnt the 
character of my Lord's aunt, who does 


juſt what is unavoidable. I will, not | 


trouble you with what paſſed on the 


toad. Mrs. Smith was extremely at- 


tentive 


rr ta ib. a. «aA a _ a 
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tentive to me, and told me many anec- 
dotes of the Mortimer family, in which 
ſhe has been bred from a child. If Mrs. 
Mortimer is deſerving of half the en- 
comiums beſtowed. by her woman I 
ſhall be greatly deceived. At ſeven on 
Wedneſday evening our carriage arriv- 
ed in Harley Street. I was announced 
and ſhewn into a large dinner parlour ; 
where I was received by Mrs. Morti- 
mer and two other old ladies, who 
feemed to devour me with their eyes. 
I found, afterwards, that they were diſ- 
tant relations of the family. Mrs. M. 
ſaluted me, and preſented me to the 


ladies as the Counteſs de Mortmorin 


her niece. Notwithſtanding this I never 
was ſo truly miſerable. She began to 


enquire in what manner the Count had 
incurred the cenſure of the Convention. 


Of this I was as little able to inform 
them as any perſon of whom they could 
have enquired. However, I related all 
| 3 
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I knew, which only ſerved to feed their 
curioſity, not to ſatisfy it : one of the 


ladies ſaid, what a pity that he married 


to involve. ſo young a creature 1n his 
diſtreſs. Mrs. Mortimer endeavoured 
to turn the diſcourſe. After having ſat 
with them two hours, and tea was over, 
I begged to retire, Mrs. Smith came 
and ſhewed me to a room in which 1 
was glad to be left alone. I ſat down, 
and revolved in my mind the number- 
leſs events that had paſſed in one ſhort 
month. I hardly durſt look forward 
cover the ſame ſpace of time: at length 
fatigue determined me to take refuge 
in ſleep; and, if poſſible, forget my miſ- 
fortunes. I found myſelf much re- 
freſhed in the morning, and ſomewhat 
more compoſed when I joined Mrs. 
Mortimer at breakfaſt. She enquired 
in what ſituation my finances were, and 
whether ſhe ſhould ſupply me with caſh 
for preſent neceſſities. This I declined, 
telling 


* 
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telling her that I had brought from 
Montmorin my jewels, and what caſh 
the- Count left when he went to Paris. 
This would ſerve me until I heard again 
from my Lord. She then ſat down and 
gave me an account of her great family 
connections in this country, and enquir- 
ed into mine, and if I could gueſs what 
the Count alluded to when he ſaid he 
ſhould amaze me when we met. This 
I aſſured her was beyond my compre- 
henfion. Indeed, my friend, this has 
alarmed me much; ſurely he has no bad 
news to relate of my father, whoſe filence 
alarms me. For, were he at Salens, he 
would ſurely write to Madame Adeliade 
for news of me; and as ſhe is in poſſeſ- 
ſion of a direction to us, I might have 
received a letter from my father as well 
as the one from the Ducheſs of B*##, 
I will, not let my mind dwell on imagi- 
nary ills, whilſt ſo many real ones are in 
exiſtence; yet, I cannot forget the laſt 
1 injunc- 
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injunctions of my huſband, as he ſtepped 
into the carriage. He preſſed my hand, 
ſaying, I charge you, IR go not, 
nor ſend, to Salens. 


. hw declined 3 any company 
at preſent. My mind is prejudiced a- 
gainſt Mrs. Mortimer; nor ſhall I eyer 
forget the ſhock her cold repulſive let- 
ter gave me. It would have ſtruck 
deeper had I not been with you, who ſo 
kindly endeavoured to raiſe my ſpirits. 
How many obligations 1 am under to 
you for kindly accompanying me to this 
country? Which I repay by leaving you 
with ſtrangers after the firſt fortnight. 
This I never would have done, had not 
your brother inſiſted that I ſhould do fo, 
telling me that in-a ſhort time he would 
bring you to town alſo. Lady Morgan 
alſo adviſed me to put myſelf under the 
protection of my huſband's relations who, 
if J declined, might place my refuſal to 

a wrong 


a wrong account, and ſo ereate diſtruſt. 
My heart was fo full at parting, that 1 
could not ſpeak on * l. 


# 


ever, I ſhall avoid man as __ as is 
3 | 


"The Duke 13 arrived ſafe; Mrs. Mor- 


quite charmed with his appearance, but 
thinks me very imprudent to travel in 
the company of a young and ſo hand- 


devoted his affections before he ſaw me 
to yourſelf. This is certainly true, tho” 
you will not allow me to fay ſo. He 
has almoſt told me fo frequently, by his 

N inattention 
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Mrs. ee When in an 
elegant and expenſive ſtyle, and Mrs. 
Smith tells me that ſhe ſees much com- 
pany, and that ſhe is ſure her Lady will 
not conſent to my ſecluſion long; how 
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timer met him this morning with Lord 
Landsford, at Lady Spencer's. She is 


y " 
r 
4 = a 

nl 


* * * 
je * 2 122 
. 
N : 2 
© xo e 
* — £ 
— Lt * 
- - * — 
— * 
a ae 8 * 
xy * 
* - 
4 - 
k. a wi 


ſome a man, I affured her that he had 


— — 


ng ITS oe | _ 
—— —uͤ — —ũ'. 
- wn Sante 2 R 1 


— 
22 * 


— ——— — r 
% P_ 4 — n 


- —— v- 


0 a» 
—_ * Þ - 
r . 
uh y i464 — = _ _— a — 


3 me 
* ao oy —_ 


— 


. Co < #- «a 
1 
+ *. 


1 
| 


; 
1-1 
li; 


* ** 
— 2 — 


146. ROBERT axy ADELA. 


anattention to every thing where you are 


preſent. I ſhall find out the ſtate of his 
heart now you are abſent, He aſked 
permiſſion of Mrs. Mortimer to pay his 
reſpects io me. This, ſhe ſaid, ſhould 


be leſt entirely to myſelf, and if 1 gave 


no orders to the contrary her doors were 
open, and ſhe ſhould be honoured by his 
viſit. 1165 


I ſhall not deny him acceſs. The un- 

fortunate ſnould never be ceremonious. 

J hope, however, that he will come 

alone. I am not in a ſtate of mind to ad- 
mit ſtrangers. 


| Write me what you are doing; what 
_ paſſes every hour; for every thing that 
concerns you muſt be intereſting to 


JACQUILINE DE MONT MORIN. 


De 
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"op; Lady Suſan, I am Web 
quite a man of bufineſs, and beginito 
think I ſhall ſucceed as ſuch; for Thave 
found juſt ſuch a ſituation as I am ſure 
you will approve. The bouſe I have 
choſen for you ſtands on the margin of 
a lake, with a diſtant proſpect of the ſea, 
and is in a valley almoſt ſurrounded by 
wild and lofty mountains, which ſeem to 
exclude the evils of the world. | 


- — 
> + > 


3 


Our humble cottage is within a ſhort 
walk of this delightful ſpot. My ſiſter 
is quite delighted with the idea of having. 
ſuch a charming neighbour as your Lady- 
ſhip. I hope it is not neceſſary to expreſs 
my ſentiments on this ſubject. Come 
_ my friend! for you have allowed 

mo H 2 me 
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me to call you by that name, and make 
us happy by your preſence.” I ſhall 
not enquire whether Lord Landsford 
accompanies you, as he has diſappoint. 
ed me once before. I hope you have 
been introduced to my friend de B***, 
and that you like him. I affyre.you he 
is a moſt valuable young man. He bas 
a mind ſtrongly marked by liberality 
and candour; a; heart expanding wide 
with univerſal benevolence, and adorned 
with many noble virtues. But I need 
not recommend him to your notice, who 
are ſo good a judge of general character. 

ee e193 -Þ 5 ao! 

The Counteſs de Montmorin too is in 
London. She is a moſt truly amiable 
woman; but, I fear, doomed, like her 
friends, to taſte of the bitter cup of ad- 


the kind interference of yourſelf and fa- 
_ mily, joined to the benevolent Sir Ed- 
| ward; and Lady, Morgan, who are for 


Mt! | 873 ever 
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ever contriving to oblige us. Lady Mor- 
gan takes a mother's care of my ſiſter, 
and they are quite buſied in fitting up 
gur little cottage, whilſt I inſpect the 
garden that ſurrounds us. I promiſe 
myſelf a return of tranquillity, when ſet- 
tled in this charming ſpot, long un- 
known to me. I ſhall endeayour to for- 
get to think of the paſt which would 
only cloud our days with ſadneſs. A la- 
tent hope till glows at my heart, and 
repels the poiſon of deſpair. I will che- 
riſh it as my beſt friend. Lady Sabina 
is happy in the return of Colonel Som- 
merville ; and, I ſuppoſe, intends to re- 
turn with him to the Lodge. Does Lady 
Julia intend to reſide with her ſiſter, or 
come to Wales with you? I hope the lat- 
ter is her choice, as Adela and, her Lady- 
ſhip are nearly of an age, and I can trace, 
I think, a fimilarity of diſpoſition in them. 
You ſee that you have emboldened me 
| to write quite familiarly, and ro enquire 
H 3 after 
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after your family concerns. Give me 
leave to ſay, that no one can be more in- 
tereſted in them than 
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I HAVE beem a very bad: correſpon- 
ut nel My mind has been” fluc- 


tuiting and quite uncollected. It is | 
wonderful how little deranges us, and | 
renders us unfit” for ſociety. * 1 have a 
called in reaſon to my aid, but find that 4 
even ſhe has many wild vagaries to com- : 
hat ere conviction carne Hes” in her ? 
former ſeat, | ; 


I thiok 
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I think you have got ſome ſtrange 
ideas in your head when you ſay that it 
is unpardonable in you to aſpire to the 
daughter of the Earl of Aldborough. 

Away with ſuch-abſurd nonſenſe. Equa- 
| lity is the word with your nation; and 
in an union between you and Suſan, it 
would have been perfect. You think I 
ſpeak of my filter with more ſeverity 
than ſhe is deſerving of. We will ſettle 
this point at ſome diſtant period. For 
'T am already too well acquainted with 


the abſurdity of a a lover to combat his 


opinions. Were my father alive, to ſee 
his daughter united to the ſon of de 
Montford, would, I am certain, give 
him perfect ſatisfaction were he as 
well acquainted with his virtues as L. am. 
As his repreſentative > # approve, and 
wiſh ſucceſs to your paſſion ; ; 1 ſo ſhall my 
ſiſter be brought to reaſon, which ſhe 


has long left at a diſtance, and I gain 4 


brother that my heart has long acknow- 
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Jedged. _Had my Julia gained your af- 
Fetions, you hack been, "moſt happy. 
She is the counterpart of Sabina, to 
whoſe cate 'the 1s conſigned fince the 
death of my inyaluable parent, Whoſe 
chief ſtudy, for 1 many years, has been 
to form, the mind 'of this, I may fay, 
actompliſhed * girl. "You have hardly 
Teen her, as the cuſtom i is to ſeclude our 
Joung fe females, in my opinion, too long 
in, the, nurſeries. Julia has profited by 
her retirement more than moſt women, 
becauſ e her edu ucation has been ſuperin- 
tended by A maternal and an enlightened 
mind.” No 0, intriguing Frenchwoman 
was at band to Poiſon her mind. ' You 
will excuſe my writing! ſo barſhly of 
your country women, as your good 
ſenſe will underſtand that 1 mean that 
deſcription of them who come to this 
country as governeſſes ; and filles de cham- 
res, Who ate frequently no better than 


the caſt miſtreſſes of ſome of your 
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Iſee that you are in the ſame abſurd 
error in regard to your fiſter, that you are 
in with regard to yourſelf. You ſay, 
= What would once have made my ſu- 
« preme happineſs, now gives me infi- 
e nite pain.“ Why ſhould this be? 
unleſs your friends were ſordid and mer- 
cenary. This ſentiment is a reflexion 
on them, and ought to be taken up as 
ſuch. The Duke loved your ſiſter, not 
her poffeſſions. Beſides, has not de 
B*##* loft his fortune? Let them be 
happy their own way, and do not think 
that you commit an act of ingratitude, 
when you conſent to the union of two 
hearts, which ſeparation would rend with 
its ſevereſt pangs. Think again, and 
ern like the friend of * 
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Tigern, bear Milfard Haxen. 


I NOW fit down to fulfill my en- 
gagement, to deſcribe the noble manfion 
at which 1 date this letter. 1 


5:01" 917-4 
Tem. beſdre en Ber of 
King Henry VIII. was a magnificent 
monaſtery or abbey... The great eſtate, 
that had been in the poſſeſſion of the 
monks, was given by that monarch to 
one of his favourites, Who drew the 
rents, but reſided, as uſual, at the ſeat 
of his anceſtors in Oxfordſhire; as alſo 
did his ſucceſſors for more than a cen- 
tury. At laſt the eſtate was ſold to the 
different tenants. The abbey- ſcite and 
deſmeſnes were purchaſed by Edmund 
Morgan, who poſſeſſed ſome lands con- 


% * 


Aiguous to the ccclefiaſtical eſtate thus 


diſmem- 
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diſmembered, and whoſe deſcendants 
have added confiderably to their patri- 
mony by various purchaſes. A noble 
new houſe has been built out of the 
ruins of the abbey, or rather the main- 
front of the abbey was modernized; 
and part of the remaining wings and 
courts were turned into offices. It is 


ſituated on a kind of elevated plain, or 


rather a ſhelf of a mountain; where it 
llopes towards the: banks of the river 
Myin, that runs into, and partly forms 
Milford Haven. Though the greater 
part of the ancient buildings belonging 
to the monaſtery have been preſerved} 
repaired, modernized, and in ſome ſhape 


or other form a part of this extenſtve 


manſion, ſome parts have been ſuffered 
to go to ruin. And theſe wrecks of mo 
nachiſm, with ſeveral veſtiges of a pro- 
hiciency in agriculture, ſuperior to what 
was to be found among the common 
Engliſh farmers three or four centuries 
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ago, produce in the mind a pleaſing, 
though melancholy recollection of the 
times, perhaps we may ſay the reign of 
the Popiſh eccleſiaſtics, many of whom 
were ſent -annually into this remote 
country from France, Spain and Italy; 
and imported arts as well as luxuries, 
then unkneyn in Britain. 

As we pals the draw-bridge over the 
Myln, and approach Tregony-Hall on 
the eaſtern fide, where the parapeted 
walls of the ancient abbey are ſtill en- 
tire, the magnificence of this place ap- 


Ve. look around us on the kitchen-gar- 
den, interſperſed, though now but thin- 
Y, with aged fruit-trees mouldering 


into duſt, but even in their laſt efforts 


yielding the: moſt mellow and delicious 
fruit; and on the venerable cheſnuf, 
beech, elm and fir, and particularly the 
oaks that have for centuries overſhadow- 


ed the * | 
The 


pears ſtriking beyond | expreſſion ; as 
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The main front of Tregony-Hall, 
which bas a ſouthern aſpect, is built 
of a yellowiſh ſtone, different from any 
in the neighbourhood, and ſaid to be 
brought from à quarry in Somerſet. 
Broom, laburnum, and other yellow | 
ſhrubs, diſpoſed” on the adjoining ter- 
race, form'to that front a kind of livery. 

This part of the manſion is _—_— 
with a kind of flate from Purbeck in 
Dorſetſhire. The ſaloon, ' the chapel, 
and the weſt-end of the building are 
covered with lead. Here is a ſpacious 
hall, fixty feet by thirty-three; in the 
ſouth: fide of which there are at preſent 
fivewitidows; correſponding to which, on 
the north ſide, are five niches, filled wat | 
ſtatues of ancient Britiſh chiefs and 
Kings. At the weſt-end of the hall, che 
great parlour and great dtawiag-AGom, 
are worth obſerving for their wainſcot- | 
ting, with pannels and pilaſters' richly 
gilded; the latter particularly for its 
e tapeſtry, 
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tapeſtry, of which there are ſive diſtinct 
pieces finely figured. The kitchen is 
ſpacious; and there are cellars running 
under the whole of the building, except 
where a ſubterraneous paſſage, of great 
width, deſcends from what is now the 
ſtable. yard} under the parlour all the 
way to the river, originally intended, no 

doubt, as means of ſafty from danger; 


for although the ſanctity of their cha- 


racter, in ſuperſtitious times, was a 
ſufficient protection to the eccleſiaſtics, 
that of the mosgaſtery was not always 
able to ſecure unfortunate chiefs and 
inferior Warriors, who; took. refuge in 
| ſuch conſecrated abodes; from the fury of 
their, victorious enemies. Such contri- 
vances, therefore, as the covered · way 
juſt mentioned, do great honobr to the 
church in the middle ages; from which, 


indeed; civil ſociety in eee has de- 


rived: Ses, ane various * 
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- Aſcending the principal ſtaircaſe, 
which exhibits a variety of old wood- 
work, variouſly carved, we are ſtruck 
with an air of grandeur, which affects 
us ſtill more as the doots of the ſaloon 
are thrown open; à room ſixty-three 
feet by thirty - two, hungl with five pieces 
of tapeſtry. This tapeſtry, repreſenting 
ſcripture. ſuhjects, is very curiouſly 
wrought. Three rooms, which we enter 
ftom the ſaloon, are fitted up in a ſtyle: 
of great elegance. 


The: ſaloon, in front of; the houſe, 
loaks to the ſouth. The chatnbers to 
which we ate conducted by: the weſt-end; 
ſtazreaſe, ate, in general, ſmaller than 
an architect of the preſent day, when 
the importance of freſh air to life and 
health is ſo well ugderſtoody would con- 
ſtruct for bed-rooms. On the tapeſtry 
of one of theſe is ludietouſly figured 
the humours of an __ wake; on 
that 


L _ — = 0 
* * — 2 . — 
r + * . — r „ 4 
— . — — — o = _— 
— 1 2 1 4 | . 0 2 
1 * 4 - Xx 4% * P is © 5 P 
G l ; q 
——_ 1 a Cs nt EI \ r 
Ee 5 
P wen op xe nr re IB ns © 
R N * p A n n 
—— | 
N > #1 4a 1 8 Fi 


1 _—_ 
" 42% 22 

— + . 
. * 

— 


us | a 
& © o = 
1 1 
F F 
"FIEY 
1 1 
13 
© . 
1 4 
1 _ 
4 
8 12 
15 b 
we, 
! v4 
_— 4 
TV; 4 
„ . 
e 
it A 4 
4 * — 
e 
ee 
1 
We: þ 
M "$24 1 
A ti 
: #4 4 - 
= 
wo 
ll i 
1'Y * 
; * by 
CHAR 
* = * 1 
. 
| ö 
1 
. 
N { 5 
3s 54 
"7 * 
5 
e 
3 1 
1 " * 4 
ts.” 
e 
In . 4 
4 | 
: - I SY 
| T 
11 "PB CY 
l l 
=: 7 74 
x8 . 
13 7 
H S- 7 
» 1 1 
9 i 
=”. { 
if 5 1 
1% N F1 
Ht * 
* * J 
® = 
4 \ \ 
\ 5 
1 
4 * * * 
N . 
4 = 
5 . SS. 
1 | 
3 n 
e £Y 
= 
/ 4 7 
Bed 7 
EX 4 
#4 ** 7 
* . 
. 
* 1 
2 
, 1 3 
CY AY 
A * » 
1 
. * < 
_ » 5 
-<X 4 
* a ' 
7 * N 
* p 
7 
* F Y \ 
"IS | 
£2 K 
n 
1 5 
i 4 
4 
1 1 
*Y 4 4 \ 
ww, % 
. * + 3 
: as * 
, 2 1 4 7 
14 =” 
. 9 
n 
a — 
ö oY 
1. 
4 . 
1 K 
5 9 mn 
WY 
? 6 \ 
K 0 3 
5 
* * 1 
2 3 4 5 
I . F 
. F F 
L. = " - 
* 
1 
8 57 0 * * 
l 
' 
N * 
8 4. 
N 3 4 
+£2.57 
> 4 
ö c 4 
0535 ths 4 
=, 
: © I4 
0 
2.9 
< 34 % 90 N 
ns LF © 
11 
7 * 
FF Ty 
: * 2 4 
i 2 
WE. 
{ 
4 ' 


_— 


1 
— 2 * 


166 ROBERT Aô ADELA: 


that of another, various adventures of a 
celebrated itinerant Welch harper; on 
chat of a third, a Dutch winter, or the 
amuſements and frolicks of -Ductchmen 
on the ice; on that of ai fourth, a Scotch 
wedding; and, on that. of a fifth, an 
Iriſh funeral. The chapel, in the ſouth 


wing, has an elegant window looking to 


the eaſt; and the monuments and arms 
of the Morgans, and of ſeveral- of their 
kindred kt 'pleafingly auen * minds 
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LADY SABINA SOMERVILLE 
10 
MISS MILLER. 


WHEN laſt ] wrote to you, I was 
in in deep affliction, I had ſcarcely re- 
covered my ſpirits after my irreparable 
loſs ere I was overtaken by a different 
ſorrow. Thank God, that too is over- 
come, we 1 am again tranquil. A 


Sommerrille had not been at home 
more than a fortnight, when I perceived 


a viſible change in his manner; which 


no conjecture of mine could account 
for. I thought that I might be miſ- 
taken, and determined to mention what 
I feared to my ſiſter; requeſting, if ſhe 
had not oblerved wo difference in Som- 

merville's 
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merville's manner, not to diſturb him 
with groundleſs ſuſpicions ;., which, 1 


have frequently obſerved, lay a foun- 
dation for realities. 


I did as I propoſed : and Suſan, re- 
luctantly declared that ſhe had obſerved 
a gloom on his countenance when 1 
was abſent ; which he had endeavoured 
to ſhake off in my prefence. I was 
ſometime in doubt what ſhould be done. 
Confidence i is the ſupport of -mutual af- 
fection. That deſired, or with- held, has 
often been the ſource of miſeries that 


defied the hand of time to remove. 


Then, to my huſband, I determined to 
go inſtantly; demand to know the 

cauſe of his melancholy; and, aſſert 
my right to ſhare with him his = 
did fo, but could not prevail on Wil- 


| liam to own that he was. diſturbed by 


any particular uneaſineſs. He attribut- 


ed this preſent melancholy to the ſud- 
: | den 


r 


. 
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b 
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den death of the Counteſs, my mother. 
This fatisfied my fears; as we had 
never acted from duplicity. However, 
a" note ſent in the evening, in the ab- 
fence of Sommerville, convinced me 
that there was ſomething wrong. An 
anſwer was immediately required, I 
opened it—It came from an officer, and 
eontaĩned a requeſt to have the buſineſs 
on which they came to England ſettled 
as ſoon as poſſible. A duet firuck my 
imagination; and all the hortid thoughts, 


Tl me: ſo that I funk lifeleſs on the 
floor; in which ſtate, - with the letter 


in my hand, I was found by my huſ- 


band. He raiſed me, and after reſtor- 
ing my ſcattered ſenſes, endeavoured to 
talk me our of my fears. This was 
now impoſfible — He far down and 
wrote an anſwer in my preſence, which 
he ſhewed to me. In this he promiſed 
N — the bufineſs quickly, as tie 


wiſhed 
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that ſuch an idea prefents, overwhelm- 
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wiſhed the ſettlement to be made equal- 
ly with Colonel Rolt; and ſaid, that 
his lawyer ſhould wait on the Colonel 
on the next day to concert matters. 
This done, he went out of the room to 
deliver the letter to a ſervant, On en- 
quiry, I. found, that be had gone to 
my brother's drefling-room.,.. In about 
balf an hour Landsford came to me, 


ſaying, that he was come to me an ad- 


vocate for his friend William. He then 
informed me, that he had been gambling 
in a fit of inebriety, and loſt a conſider- 
able ſum. That he was ſo, wretched on 
my account, that he found himſelf une- 
qual to the taſæ of acquainting me with 
his folly. Fl really wept for joy—Lols 
of fortune I could ſuſtain. The life of 
my huſband was not in danger: I en- 
treated, Landsford- to afſure. William, 
that I could ſuſtain poverty without one 
ſigh, but not if it rendered him wretch- 
. Tl he extent of our misfortune, my 

brother 
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brother informed me, was the loſs of the 
lodge, which muſt be ſold to pay this 
debt, into which Sommetville had been 
drawn, uhconſcious of what he was do- 
ing. This is frequently practiſed, my 
brother tells me, and families are ruined 
for Hife to enrich a few worthleſs men, 
who late the peſts of ſociety. However, 
not to trouble you longer on this diſa- 
greeable theme, the lodge is to be 
ſold, and Sommerville's honour, as it is 
falſely called; "redeemed. I propoſe re- 
tirivg with my fiſter Suſan, for a few 
months; into Wales, as my huſband 
mult return to his duty on the Conti- 
nent, having only obtained leave of ab- 
ſence on this dreadful occaſion. When 
William returns again, if I like the 
country, perhaps we may ſettle in Wales, 
as J have extorted a kind of promiſe 
from him, that, when peace is eſtabliſh- 
ed once more, that he will felt out of 
che army. Then, and not till then, 
e > will 
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will my happineſs be complete. The 
care of my ſiſter Julia, which, now de- 
volves on me by the death of my mo- 
ther, will employ much of my time. 
It is a taſk ] enter on with pleaſure; 
ihe goodneſs of her diſpoſition will 
render it moſt eaſy, All I ſhall have to 
do is, to prevent her from being tinc- 
tured with the abſurd principles of Su- 
ſan, which J am truly ſorry to ſay, 1 
find gaining ſtrength every day. Here 


is a moſt amiable young man, the Count 
die Montfort, who has been driven by 


the convulſions. of his own country to 
ſeek, refuge in ours. It was with much 
pleaſure, that I obſerved, his growing 
partiality to my ſiſter. He is of a no- 
ble family. His anceſtors have greatly 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the former 
wars between this country and France. 
An alliance with my fiſter might make 
up to de Montfort the loſs he has ſu- 
— in his own fortune, and be the 

means 
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means of reſtoring her to a rationality 


of conduct, that I quite deſpair of ever 


ſeeing her attain to whilſt ſingle. He 
is at preſent in Wales, my fiſter has re- 
queſted him to look out for a ſpot where 
ſhe may ſpend a few months in retire- 
ment. This was done previoully to the 
derangement in our affairs: ſince which, 
Suſan inſiſts on my making one of her 
party. We are to be joined by de 
Montfort and his ſiſter, whoſe arrival 
was the cauſe of his viſit to Tregony 
Hall. I have had much trouble to re- 


ſtore Sommerville to his uſual ſpirits. 


He accuſes himſelf of having deprived 
me of my favourite ſpot, the lodge. 
Would it have had its wonted charms 
had I refuſed my conſent to the ſale of 
it, and thereby reduced my huſband 
to the neceſſity of ſelling out of the 
army? Much as ] wiſh this deſired 


event, it muſt not be done at the ex- 


pence of his honour. To-morrow even- 
ing transfers the eſtate to other hands. 
5 Som- 
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| Sommerville s debt will be diſcharged, 
and peace, 1 hope, will be reſtored to his 
| boſom. In the certainty of this, it is im- 

poſſible I can be unhappy. I expect to 
bear from you before we make this 
Welch) ee, | 


Your ente + friend * 


AN SOMMERVILLE, 


9 * 
. * 
* 


THE DUKE DE "ous 


10 


ROBERT DZ MON TFORT. 


WE I. L, Montfort, I have ſcen 
your goddeſs, and I acknowledge that 
ſhe i is a very lovely woman; nor do I 
wonder 


Py 
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wonder that your heart has been caught 
in ſo fine a' net. But, no offence to 
you! think her fiſters are both of them 
much handſomer and leſs affected than 
her Ladyſhip. I am much pleaſed alfo 
with Colonel Sommerville, the huſband 
of the elder of theſe Ladies: you have 
not yet ſeen bim; but, I predict, you will 
be pleaſed with him when you are intro- 


duced to each other. I have juſt pur- 


chaſed an eſtate that he wanted to ſell, 
This will ſurprize you. — Hereafter, I 

will give you my reafon for what 1 
have done. At preſent I have been 


engaged in preparations for che recep- 


tion of my relations. 


The Spaniards, I think, have loſt their 
national character, if 1 am to judge 
by theſe” Ladies, who fairly purſue, in- 


ſtead of being the objects of (purſuit. TI 


ſhall” certainly decline taking up my 
reſidence with them. How do I know 
Vol. II. 1 but 
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but they might marry. me whether 1 
would or no * They are to arrive in 
London in about a. fortnight. I ſhall 
juſt ſtay long enough to place, them in 
their houſe, and procure them the: ne- 
ceſſary accommodations, and then join 
my. friends on the Welch mountains; 
amongſt which, reſides an object that 
can never be out of my thoughts ; 
Whoſe image 1s ever preſent, Ah, how 
- unlike is my Adela, for I muſt call her 
ſo; nay, ſhe ſhall be mine—how unlike 
is ſhe to her whoſe, fate my mother 
wiſhes to unite with mine ? We were 


never formed for each other. Fire and 


water are not more oppoſite. 


1 ſhall endeavour to come to an ex- 
planation with my aunt on. the firſt op- 
portunity, and endeavour to intereſt her 
in the happineſs both of her nephew 
and her niece, who muſt both be mi- 
ſerable if united to each other. Surely 

her 
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her pride will take the alarm when I 
confeſs to her that my affections were 
diſpoſed of long before I beheld the 
Lady. This may diſpleaſe my mother; 


but it is a declaration which I owe to my 


own honor, and ſhall be made on the firſt 


convenience, 


* 


have paid a viſit to the Counteſs de 


Montmorin, at Mrs. Mortimer's, by her 
permiſſion. We talked over our friends 


at Tregony, and I could plainly perceive 
that the heart of the Counteſs was not at 
her preſent abode. She aſked me if you 
ſtill perſiſted in the intention of remain- 


ing in Wales? And fighed when I told 


her that you did. She has received a 
letter from my mother, on what ſubject 
the did not ſay; only mentioned her ob- 
ligations to the Ducheſs. I conclude 
by this, that Jacques has been able, ac- 
cording to his promiſe, to convey the 


cheſts, left at the donvent, to Lauſanne.” 


I 2 Lord 
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Lord Landsfort is quite charnied with 
our friend. He ſays, it is always his 
lot to admire fine women who are already 
married. Lady Suſan aſſures me, that 
this is the ſecond time her brother has 
been ſtruck at firſt fight. The Counteſs 
may perhaps be a widow, for, I have 
heard fince my arrival in town, that the 
Count and his friends who were ſeized 
almoſt at the ſame time, were put upon 
their trial, and there is but a ſhort interval 
betwixt judgment and execution. Of 
what the Count has been accuſed I can- 
not learn, nor who were his accuſers. 
T had a hint, but of fo horrible a nature, 
that it is impoſſible to give it any credit. 


I cannot walk the ſtreets in peace, as 
my eyes are for ever called to look upon 
the miſeries of our poor countrymen. 
Some of them I have been perſonally 
known to; yet, I have often been a- 

ſhamed of myſelf when their now altered 


ſituation 
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ſituation and appearance has made me 
not recollect them on their firſt addreſ- 
ſing me. I have ſeen their pride take 
the alarm before I could apologize for 
my ſtupidity. One common misfortune 
ought to unite us as one common family. 
J bluſh to hear of the impropriety of 
conduct exhibited by ſome of our no- 
bleſſe in this metropolis ; who very ridi- 
cuouſly ſquander their fortunes in order 
to ſhew that they are not like the poar 
pennyleſs emigrant. There is certainly 
this difference between them, that the 


former is brought into England by his 


follies, the latter by his principles. Yet 
I muſt not cenſure all our countrymen, 
as there are ſome exceptions from this 
deſcription of them. The Marquis de 
C#***## and a few others, keep an open 
table every day until four o'clock, where 
the ſons of misfortune may eat their mor- 
ſel, and hear the paſſing tale of the day. 


TH. There 
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- There is a corps of emigrants raiſing : 
it would be proper that we offered our 
| ſervices, as we have no relations in France 
who may ſuffer from our patriotiſm. 
'The gallant Earl who commands the ex- 
pedition, is a ſufficient ſecurity for our 
-proper treatment : ſhall we wait on him ? 
Let me know your ſentiments upon this 
laſt queſtion. Inactivity would be high- 
1y criminal could our ſwords be of any 
ae | | 


Do not mention a word of this to Ade- 
la; her delicate nature would be ſhock- 
ed to hear of her brother's going to the 
field of battle. We muſt form ſome ex- 
cuſe for abſenting ourſelves, if you ap- 
prove. | 


F< 
3 


I am very melancholy this morning. 
"Indeed, how is it poſſible for me to be 
the contrary ? I have yeſterday received 
a letter from my mother. She has given 

| me 


* 
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me credit in London to the amount of 


three thouſand pounds, ſo you ſee I am 
rich. It is a joint bank, on which, I hope, 
ſhould you find it neceſſary, you will draw 
without ceremony. 


Lady Suſan and her ſiſters are making 


preparations to join your party. This 
did I talk of doing in the beginning of 
my letter. My heart is conſtantly with 
you. Were it not for ſome diſtant 
gleam of hope I ſhould deſpair of life, nor 
think of ought but where I might meet 
death from a generous foe, You, Ro- 
bert, are happier than I am. Your 
miſtreſs regards you with an eye of re- 
gard, or I am miſtaken. Her brother 
does not forbid her happineſs upon any 
miſtaken punctilio of honor. I am not 
pleaſed with myſelf, ſo ſhall ſubſcribe, 


Your's, 
DE B***. 


4. * P. S. 
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P. S. I have uſt received your's, de- 
ſcribing Tregony-Hall, and mentioning 
ou intention of leaving it in the courſe 

a few days — I ſhall expect a nn. 
_ at your new reſidence. 


Mz, HARROWBY. 


An HOARE. 


NV DEAR FRIEND, | - Black 8 Dublin. 


iN we parted from one another, 


after taking our bachelor's degree at 
Chriſt- Church, we ardently promiſed 
to keep up a cloſe correſpondence, and 
I am fare that we were both of us, on 
that occaſion, ſincere. At firſt we wrote 
very frequently to each other. New 
ſubjects of attention, new objects of hope 
and purſuit were preſented to both; 


and diſtance of ſpace and lapſe of time 
: produced 
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produced their uſual effects. Our cor- 

reſpondence became leſs and leſs fre- 
quent. Our mutual affection, eſteem, 

and confidence remained unimpaired; 

but our thoughts were diverted into new 

channels. | 
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It is now many years ſince our correſ- 
pondence has ſuffered an interruption. I 
do not recollect which of us wrote, or 
received the laſt letter; nor did any con» 
fideration of etiquette ever mingle with 
our epiſtolary intercourſe, which was 
dictated by the fincere and unrivalled 
friend{hip of youth. As I have negs 
le&ed ſo long to write to you, not from 
any change of ſentiment, but from tha 
accident of cauſes juſt mentioned, ſo. 1 
am confident that a ſimilar omiſſion on 
your part has proeeeded merely from 
fimilar circumſtances ! Mall not, there- 
fore, make any 2 pologies, OT require 
any explanations, but directly aſk your 

8284 15 advice 
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- advice concerning a matter of the high- 
eſt delicacy, as well as importance, 
which puzzles me exceedingly. 


The life of a ſedentary ſchool-maſter, 
or tutor in a family of diſtinction, is not 
always exempted from thoſe viciſſitudes 
which chequer the fortunes of men in 
the buſy and the ambitious walks of 
life. I would exemplify the truth of 
this, by relating many things, - ſome 
pleaſant, others unpleaſant, that have 
happened to me ſince I left college, and 
have acted in ſeveral families in the cha- 


rafter of a private preceptor, or in- 


ſtructor of youth But I will, at pre- 
ſent, confine myfelf to the moſt mate · 
rial incidents that have affected my for- 
tune, and may ſtill more eſſentially in- 
fluence it in the noble and moſt worthy 
family in which I have lived for the laſt 
ten years of my life, 


Lord 


1 
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Lord Fitzarran was juſtly renowned 
for the graces of his mind, and particu- 
larly a turn to literary purſuits, joined 
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to the utmoſt benignity of temper and | 
generoſity of diſpoſition. The Lady 1 
Fitzarran, in the early bloom of youth WW. 
and beauty, was courted by ſome of the 4 | 7 
nobleſt youth, of the three kingdoms, 4 | 


i - — 
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Among theſe was' the repreſentative of 
an illuſtrious family, who, to a graceful 
perſon, and many other advantages and 
accompliſhments; added the ſplendid 
and faſcinating charm of great renown 
in arms. Lady Fitzarran paſſed by the 
gallant and graceful hero, and made 
een of the humane ane ww 
Lold aus Lady 8 lived WF 
ther in the moſt perfect amity and con- 
cord, for the ſpace of about fix years, 
when he was numbered among along liſt 
of departed aneeſtors. Soon after which 
melancholy event, I was called to be 
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private tutor in the family of a gentle- 

man, though a man of buſineſs, who 

had the principal management of the 

Fitzarran eſtates, which are among the 
moſt deere in los _ 


When the young — 5 eee at» 
tained to the eighth year of his age, it was 
judged proper to call in a private tutor 


hitherto be had been taught rg read, and 


even ſome of the rudiments of Latin 


grammar by his mother. And that he 
might be excited and encouraged! to go 
on in his ſtudies with alacrity, by a ſpirit 
of ſoeiality and emulation, it was ſettled, 
that one, tutor ſhould educate both his 


lordſhip and the ſons of the lord-ſteward, 
(the gentleman; already mentioned) who 


were. nearly of the fame age, and who 


lived cloſe to the houſe of Lady Fitzar- 


ran, both wWwhen in the country and in 
tawn. Thus was I introduced into the 
„ This ista mon- 
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ſtrous letter I ſhall therefore pauſe, 
and write to you again by next poſt. 
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MY DEAR FR END, Black Rock, near Dublin. 
IN my laſt J gave you an account of 

the means by which I came into this 
great and good family. Lord Fitzarran, 
my pupil, I ſoon found, poſſeſſed the 
gentleſt and moſt humane diſpoſitions, 
but not more than a middling capacity. 
I took great pains with him, and he be- 
came à tolerable ſcholar. But what 1 
thought of more importance, I laboured 
1 afſiduouſly, and with ſucceſs, I hope, 
| | to 
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to cultivate and fix in his mind every 
amiable virtue. 1 have been fortunate 
enough to gain his friendſhip; nor do! 
fear to loſe it, becauſe it is founded on 
principles, not of a capricious or fluc- 
tuating nature, but ſolid and permanent. 


The young ladies have brighter ge- 
niuſſes than their brother. They have 
learned not only Latin but a little Greek. 
They are miſtreſſes of the modern lan- 
guages, and can wie h eaſe demonſtrate 
moſt of the propoſitions 1n-Euclid, in 
which they take great delight. Lady 
Fitzarran too has a very great, turn for 
reading, and ſpends a good deal of her 
time in the library, which is my head- 
quarters, as it were, and where I am a 
ſort of ſovereign, poſſeſſing full power 
to arrange the books, purchaſe new ones, 
and tranſpoſe the old ones as I pleaſe. 
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Lord Fitzarran is now at Lauſanne. 
He will reſide ſome time at other places 
on the Continent, where he will have an 
opportunity of learning the language, 
and becoming acquainted with the cha- 
racters, cuſtoms, and governments of 
different nations. It was my pupils 
earneſt deſire, that I ſhould go abroad 
with him ; but it was judged proper by 
Lady Fitzarran and his other guardians, 
that he ſhould live for ſome time entirely 


with foreigners, that he might be under 


a neceſſity of ſpeaking French, or Ger- 
man, or Italian, which he would never 


do if any perſon were about him who. 


could ſpeak Engliſh with him, and in- 
terpret what he might have to ſay to 
others, for he is exceſſively diffident. 


Nor, if I had accompanied him, would 
he have obſerved or thought for himſelf, ' - 


with a ſufficient degree of freedom ; hav- 


ing been accuſtomed, and very much 
inclined 
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_ inclined by nature, to.aſk my opinion in 
every thing, and to follow it. 


There is now no need of my remain- 
ing longer in the Fitzarran family, 
though ] have paſſed more than a year 
in it fince the departure of Fitzarran to 
Switzerland. A very liberal ſettlement 
has been made on me, of four hundred 
pounds per annum, and a long leaſe of 
an excellent farm, worth at leaſt as 
much, where 1 meant to reſide -] fay 
meant once; for now I am ſomewhat 
undetermined what 'courſe to purſue. 


Lady Fitzarran, when I have often 
talked of going to ſettle” on the farm, 


has always found ſome little reaſon why 
I ſhould continue longer at the Caſtle, 
It is true, I have been aceuſtomed to 


keep accounts, and to manage the li- 


brary, and be handy in ſeveral different 


ways; but all things could go on very 


ſmoothly, I know very well, without 
- ' my 
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my aid. Her ladyſhip honors me with 
her friendſhip and confidence; and 1 
really begin ſometimes to think with ten- 
derer ſentiments. 


The human mind is not to be made 
completely happy by the greateſt afflu- 
ence of fortune, and, at the ſame time, 
the higheſt degree of health and ſpirits, 
It repoſes, with perfect ſatisfaction, only 
in friendſhip and love, The ſenſibility 
of Lady Fitzarran's diſpoſition inclines 
her to friendſhip ; and her friendſhip for 
me is qualified in ſome degree, and mix- 
ed with. parental affection; for ſhe. is 
abundantly ſenſible, that to her children 
I have devoted all my time, attention, 
and care. It was from ſome jokes I have 

again and again over-heard, among the 
upper-ſervants in this family, that l firſt 
conceived the preſumptuous idea of be- 
ing honoured with Lady Fitzarran's 
hand 
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band and heart. I thipk I cannot well 
miſinterpret, or miſunderſtand her lady- 
ſhip's empreſſement, that I ſhould ſtay a 
little longer and longer; and, of late, 
her converſations on the ſubject of retire- 
ment from the giddy and capricious 
world, with ſelect friends and books, 
&c. But I am reſtrained by a ſenſe of 
unequal rank, and ſtill more by a ſenſe 
of duty; for would it not be, in ſome 
meaſure uygrateful f in me to this family, 
to be the means or occaſion, of what 
the world would call, and Lord Fitzar- 
ran and the young ladies might think, 
their mother's degradation ? And, after 
all, (though I am not apt, if J know 
_ myſelf, to be conceited, and leaſt of 
all of perſonal accompliſhments) I 
may, poſſibly, miſunderſtand this no- 
ble and amiable lady, from whom to 
meet with a repulſe, would overwhelm 
me with ſhame and confuſion; and, in- 


need, I fear with deep ſorrow ; for I can 
oy hardly 
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hardly calt my heart, at this moment, 
my own.—Pray give me your advice 
how I ſhould a& in my preſent deli- 
cate ſituation; and confer the greateſt 


obligation on your early and conſtant 
friend, | ; 


HARROW ZBT. 


LADY SUSAN SPENCER 
10 
ROBERT pz MONTFORT. | 


| MANY thanks for the prompti- | 
| tude with which you have executed 
my wiſhes I am vaſtly pleaſed with the 
deſcription of my new habitation, for I 
intend to conclude a bargain directly. 
1 am ſure that I ſhall give you pleaſure 


when 
vw 
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_ when you know, that my fiſters, Sabina 
and Julia, are to be of my party. A 
ſudden and unexpected derangement in 
the affairs of Colonel Sommerville, has 
occaſioned their coming with me into 
Wales For a ſhort time. 


—_ 


Mo 


| wel, I have ſeen your friend the 
Duke, I think he is the counterpart of 
yourſelf; your habits of living have 
been fimilar. This accounts for the 
likeneſs—My brother tells me, that the 
fair Spaniard is in purſuit of the Duke. 
I am quite aſtoniſhment at the folly of my 
own ſex; thenatural dignity of the female 
character is loſt; The women dwindle 
into mere children, who are for ever in 
- purſuit of - attention and admiration. 
They will not give you time to reſpect 
them, You muſt adore at firſt fight 
thoſe charms that ſoon grow diſagree- 
able from the inſipidity of the beings 
who erhibit them n to catch fools. 
Your 
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Vour charming ſiſter, I hear, is an ex- 
ception to my former remark on women. 
The Duke ſpeaks of her as of a ſuperior 
being, This makes me deteſt all lovers. 
He has aſked my intereſt with you in 
his favour, and that I will not let Adela 
liſten with attention to any of the gen- 
tlemen who will attend my levee when 
I arrive in Wales. Landsford has 
been reading me an account of Tregony 
Houſe, which be has juſt received from 
you. I am perfectly well acquainted 
with it, from your deſcription. I am 
particularly fond of old buildings; they 
convey my mind back to former ſcenes 
of grandeur and hoſpitality, when our 
anceſtors did not diſdain to fit at the 
ſame board with their vaſſals. When I 
approach thoſe veſtiges of antiquity, L 
feel a reſpe& that none of our modern 
buildings are ever able to inſpire, I am 
pleaſed to hear from the Duke, that 
my chateau is not wholly modern. 
with | Some 
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Some fooliſh being has pulled down part 
of the old building and erected a new 
front. I am much diſpleaſed at it; 1 
hate patch-work. : 
' I ſhall be quite buſy in exploring the 
country and its neighbourhood when ! 
arrive; Julia is quite delighted with the 
proſpe& of being introduced to your 
fiſter. Sabina is not happy at the loſs 
of her favourite lodge, which is ſold to 
the Duke; who, it would appear, means 
to marry and ſettle amongſt us. I am 
very angry with Sommerville. Gaming 
I deteſt, and as he is a prudent man 1 
am more ſuprized at his being led into 
ſuch a vice: incbri ety is the excuſe; yet, 
a man would not commit a folly. when 
drunk that he had not ſome propenſity 
to when ſober. The Colonel leaves 
us next week, and then I ſhall ſet for- 
wards on my journey. 


| The Counteſs de Montmorin is a 
5 moſt 


5 
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moſt intereſting young woman her ſitu- 
ation muſt be dreadful. I wiſh ſhe had 
remained with Adela, as-I don't think 
Mrs. Mortimer, (thongh very good) a 
pleaſing companion for one in her ſitua- 


tion, Next week I am to have the 


honour of an introduction to Lady The- 
reſa Guzman—1 am prepoſſeſſed againſt 
her, therefore I don't expect any plea- 
ſure from her company. In ſhort, I am 


tired of the world and of its innumera- 
ble follies. 


Your's, 


SUSAN SPENCER, 
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THE EARL- OF LANDSFORD 


5 | + {IM : 


Ts ROBERT or MONTFORT. 


| SMILING proſpcdis! Have 1 in- 
deed ſuch ? Where does your ſagacity 
find them? I am for ever to meet with 
diſappointments : I ſeel am. I wiſh 1 
were ſo good a philoſopher as you are; 
then might mine, be ſmiling proſpects, 
Even my own family are perplexing 
me. Sabina is unhappy, though ſhe 


contrives, as the thinks, to conceal her | 


ſorrows. Sommerville has a&ted moſt 
imprudently. I have never hinted my 
diſapprobation to him ; as a mind, ſuch 
has his, muſt feel ſufficient ſtings from 
its own conſciouſneſs at having done 
wrong. Sabina's preſence muſt affect 
him; ſhe has acted ſo as to endear herſelf 

to 
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before. The Ladies are preparing for a 
journey to Wales; I would aecompany 
them but unavoidable buſineſs detains 
me here. I thank you for your agreea- 
ble and deſcriptive letters; and beg 


your further obſervations, 


F 


wonder not at it, when I tell you, that 


I find never loved Mrs. Bertie. No, 


; Montfort! but {till an envious demon 
purſues me in the ſhape of matrimony. 
b Your lovely Counteſs has fixed, irrevo- 
cably fixed my wavering affections. You 
; laugh, I know you do, when you reflect 
| 


beauty, of whoſe charms. I was ſo ena- 


ſober and retired kind, not ſo violent 
Vol. II. "Wk but 


to him, though he had never loved her 


that you will at vour leiſure let me > Hear 


Now you will be ſurprized, and I 
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how 1 have ſpoken and written of this 


moured as to run wild over the town in 
ſearch of her. The paſſion I now feel 
and, which will never alter, is of a more 
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but more permanent. T am now, for 
the firſt time in my memory, about to 
commit an act of injuſtice. But ſhe did not 
love the Count de Montmorin : you told 
me that the married in compliance 
with her father's will. Then his death 
would not afflict her. For I would not 
purchaſe the happineſs of my life at 
the expence of one hour's ſorrow to that 
lovely boſom. Though the wife of ano- 
ther, her affections are unengaged : there 
is comfort in the thought. I am about 
to ſend a meſſenger to France, in order 
to enquire the fate of the Count : How 
can this be done, you will ſay? Why 


] have found a man who has buſineſs to 


tranſact in France; and who, for a con- 
ſiderable ſum, engages to gain the in- 
telligence I want. This you will call 


indelicate. Call it what you will, my 


anxiety will not let me fit ſtill. It is 
true let the fate of the Count de Mont- 
morin be what it may, it does not fol- 

| low 
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jow that the Counteſs may prefer my 
pretenſions to thoſe of another man. 
But I may hope, with any other man, 
to gain her affections; which, in her pre- 
ſent ſituation, I am not raſcal enough to 
attempt. Let I know, lovely as ſhe is, 
there are men in this town who would 
mark ſuch a woman as a proper object 
to which to direct their attentions. She 
does not receive any company as yet—1 
was admitted as a friend, with de BR 
and my fiſter. Suſan is charmed with her, 


and laughs at me, ſaying, fo changeable 
a heart 1s not worth having. I am a little 
7 aſhamed of myſelf. But Mrs. Bertie had 
0 forfeited my eſteem by giving her hand 


to a man fo deſpicable as Bertie. There 


which may be the effect of her preſent 
diſtreſs. She expreſſed herſelt ſo properly, 
when ſpeaking to the Duke about the 
Count, that I was charmed, as I have 
been before at firſt fight. Every ſuc- 
Ei ceed- 


— = 2 Pry 
: wo re a — * 
PR — 93 3 _— * 
. 
7 G 3 
Ta 


is a peculiar ſoftneſs about the Counteſs, 


4 —— © _ — FY how 4 = 
— 1 e _ < —_ » . 
"== 2 . CE 2 {4 4 S — 
—— — — [=> — Oo — - 
— . 


P 
5 i Ee A re 


— — ow — 
— — —PU I EY — 


* 
wal 5 —_ - - o + — . 
——ñ—— * 

ns - ” 


— - >. 


* 
— 8 
3 


© "8 > — 
9 2 . 


r SY 
2 . · ow » 3 »__ IP. 


f 
't 
1 


e 
n 


is 
l 
4 / 
1. 
a 4 
1 
fl F F 7 
4. 
© x 
4 
I. 
7 
- I 
| 14 
1 
9 F 
& q 
31 
1 
A 
4 bs 
1 3 
£3 1-2 
. 
* 
*＋ 3 
* 4 | 
NT a 
1 


195 ROBERT AND ADELA. 


ceeding viſit (for I have made my ſiſter 
make many more than ſhe intended) 
has rivitted my chains. Don't ſay I am 
wrong: I ſhall act with diſcretion; which 
as a lover, is promiſing much. The 
heart of the charming Counteſs ſhall 
not improperly be aſſailed by me, though 
my own ſuffer. I feel myſelf awkward 
in thus avowing my changeability of 
diſpoſition to you, who always a& from 
reaſon and reflection. To own an 
error is ſaid to be the firſt ſtep to amend. 
ment ; therefore, do not be ſevere in 
your cenſure, , 


I have been ſounding my ſiſter's diſ- 
poſition towards you, but have gained 
no ground ; ſhe is aware of my motive, 
I think, for ſhe warded off by queſtions 
with much ſkill, and at length bid me 
go and regulate my own affections be- 
fore I made an attempt to ſound the 


depth of other peoples. I know ſhe 
| thinks 
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thinks favourably of you, which ſhe is 
not in general diſpoſed to do of our ſex. 
You will be ſoon near her, and may you 
ſucceed in your attentions fo far as to fix 
her. She will not eaſily own the ſupre- 
macy of man. It is a bold attempt De 
Ba- is waiting the arrival of his couſin, 
with whom he, by my advice, intends 
to break, the moment he has an oppor- 
tunity. It would be unmanly and un- 
like himſelf to trifle with her: ſhe has no 
delicacy ; the diſapointment will not coſt 
her a tear, and will ſave him many a 


her. Could you bear to ſee your ſiſter, 
beloved as ſhe is by de B*** Janguiſh, 
and perhaps fink at laſt to the grave, 
and conſider that you was the only bar 
to her union with the man of her heart. 
The Ducheſs would ſoon approve of a 
daughter, whoſe-priacjples were formed 
by herſelf. You muſt not liſten to Sa- 
bina, who uſes arguments that are ridi- 


K 3 : culous. 


ſigh to departed peace, ſhould he marry 
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culous. The women never give the ſen- 
timents of their hearts on theſe occafions. 


I ſhall T0 for a few weeks to Oakſtock; 
cannot you ſpare a little time and meet 
me there? I want to conſult you on ſome 
improvements. My old friend and for- 
mer tutor, Mr. Hoare, accompanies me 
thither. I am going to ſurprize him with 
the gift of alittle eſtate at no great diſtance 
from my own houſe. By ſo doing, I ſhall 
ſecure a valuable friend in my own neigh- 
bourhood, and in ſome meaſure, though 
not altogether, acquit myſelf ofthe num- 
berleſs obligations I owe to this good 
man. My ſiſters, who are juſt come in, 
deſire compliments to yourſelf and fiſter, 
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0 


— 


THE DUCHESS vs B***. 


I NEED not ſay how welcome the 
letter of my firſt and beſt friend was to 
her Adela. Do not, my dear Madam, 
doubt for a moment, that I will ever de- 
viate from the principles you have taken 
ſuch pains to inſtill; and, withoutvanity, 
I hope I may be allowed to ſay I have 
imbibed. | 


— © 


* . 
_ 


- 


am truly fenfble how much my 
youth and inexperience ſtands in need 
of advice, and how competent you are to 
give it. Then fear not to extend yout 
goodneſs towards one who will be ever 
grateful to you for your favours. 


. . 4 3 
=_ g —— =,” 
= — - | * 


* 
- 2 


1 
= 
71 
Wa, 
* 
4 : 
FI 
. KY Ws 
» Wo >» .& 
23 
e 
1 2 
| * 
* 1 3 
41. 
18 
"= 

SES 

14 2 > 

. 10 

1 RY 

Lp 1 

„ 

1 . 45 

1 
* 
% 
3 : 
* - 
N 0 
op. 

i , k 
p s 
= 
" 4 

4 - 

FLFY 
is "$4 
1 4 

1 A 

. 

= „ 
1 

F; 

1 
F . 
1 $, 
„ 
F 
_ 

4 l 
kf 2A o 
i= 2 
U 

1 
44 
4 

: 

9 1 
44 
. = 
* 
18 

3 

© x 
5 

„ 3 1 
4 LY 

4 * 

: 4 #7 
I 

* 
= 
- $ 
4 140 
_ $ 

b 7 
_ G 
by * 
4 \ 
4} 
a 
4A 
- 

. 

7 7 

„ 
7 
“ 
. * 

. 

. 

ls 

. 


N 7142 4 po . — 
. — 


„ 


— 2 


te 


— n * - — — — 
rr eee 
; OY 1 . 
pe ht v 


4 
EW Mere 
. Ad 


3 


* 
Re. 


You defire me, Madam, to endeavour. 
to perſuade the Duke to unite himſelf to 
K 4 his 


_ - 1 * 1 — — oy _ A 
4 An hes; 


oe ar da—ey 


— 


% — — * 
x —— —— 
— ON 28 oa NY 


LOTS b 
1 Wks RW. 2 — 
83 8 —. a 
REI — 


\ 
' 
4 
þ 
* 

: 
' 


200 ROBERT any ADELA, 


. * * 


his couſin. Would it not be improper 


for me to interfere in ſo nice an affair, 
eſpecially where your remonſtrance has 
failed of ſucceſs. You do me but juſtice 
when you ſay, that I could not bear to 
fee the Duke in beggary, whilſt any ar- 
gument of mine could induce him to ac- 
cept the offered hand of Lady Thereſa. 
No, indeed, I could not. I would readily 
die to prevent ſuch diſtreſs overtaking 
bim. If I have, as you ſay I have, any 


power over his mind, and that ſufficient 
io influence him in this one important 


point, how can I ſhew my friendſhip to- 
wards him when I perſuaded him to give 
his hand where his heart can never ſanc- 
tion the act? TI will not attempt to diſ- 
ſemble with you, Madam. He has de- 
clared that heart wholly mine. How 
then ſhall I entreat him to transfer it to 
another? My heart revolts at deception; 
I will not practiſe it at the ſame time that 
it is impoſſible to comply with your wiſhes; 

| in 
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in one point I can ſilence your fears by 1 
giving you my word, that no perſuaſions 74 
ſhall ever induce me to give my hand to i 


the Duke unauthorized by your ſanction. 
This, Madam, I conjure you moſt firmly 
to rely on. Were I not determined on 
this matter, my brother would think his | 
honor engaged ſufficiently not to let his 14 
friend incur the diſpleaſure of ſo excel- | 
lent a parent. 


You will, I hope, Madam, forgive. 
me for entertaining a partiality for the 
Duke : bred up together as we were, it 
was impoſlible to ſee his many virtues, 

and not to admire them. Believe me, he 
never will act but conſiſtently, nor forfeit 
the affetion which you have, in ſo many 
inſtances, ſhewn towards him. The Duke 
is in London preparing for the reception 
of his coufin. Should her good qualities 
induce him to alter his opinion, and 
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unite himfelf to her, I ſhall never re- 
- proach him with broken vows. 


My brother has taken a cottage in 
Wales, near Tregony, and he has in- 
duted (by his deſeription of the country) 
Lady Suſan Spencer with Lady Sabina 
Sommerville, and Lady Julia Spencer, 
her fiſters, to take a houſe near us. I 
promiſe myſelf much pleaſure in the ſo- 
_ ciety of theſe Ladies, who are moſt valua- 
ble and accompliſhed women. You, I 
think, were acquainted with their mo- 
ther, the Counteſs of Aldborough, who 
is dead within the laſt month. My bro- 
tber is an admirer of Lady Suſan, who, 
by his account, is very beautiful, but 
has many oddities in her difpoſition : ſhe 
3s at open war with the male ſex, and 
affects rather a ſuperiority over them. 
This is not a fingular character I find, 
though, I hope, it is not generally adopt- 
"oh | ed 
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ed by the Ladies in England. A femi- 
nine man, and a maſculinewoman are 
moſt hateful. I know that your ſenti- 
ments on this ſubje& coincide with. 


The Counteſs de Montmorin' is gone 
to London, under the protection of an 
aunt of the Count's. Surely ſhe will have 
ſomg intelligence, as to his fate ſoon ; 


whatever it is, it muſt, I ſhould think, 
be decided. 


Do you ever think of coming to Eng- 
land? You uſed ſometimes to ſay, that it 
was your intention as, ſoon as your affairs 
would permit, to come, and refide here, 
I wiſh that you may remain in the ſame 


opinion. You would condeſcend to en- 


liven our cottage with your preſence, 
and render happy, 
Your afſfectionate, 
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THE COUNTESS D MONTMORIN = 
T 0 


ADELA vs MONTFORT. 


M mind till hovers about the ſpot 
where I left my fiſter, for I will call you 
fo, though not authorized by the forima- 
lities of relationſhip. Our fate ſeems 
blended together; we conſtituted each 
others happineſs whilſt in the peaceful 
ſhades of our convent. Again, when 
doomed'to taſte the cup of misfortune, 
my friend was at hand to ſhare its 
bitter draught. My heart has a dread- 
ful preſage of future miſeries: may they 
never be realized, or if they are, may 
they light only upon me, 


You are not happy, Adela, I know | 
that you are not. The Duke de B***'s 
Ktereſting form and enlightened mind 

has 


_”” 
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has made an impreſſion on your heart: 
that he adores you is viſible ; nothing 
ought to prevent your happineſs. The 
Ducheſs has formed a wiſh for an union 


between her ſon and her wealthy niece. 


I ſaw the Duke this morning. He exe- 
crated the idea of a mercenary marriage, 
and vowed moſt ſolemnly to renounce all 
pretenſions to fortune, would you but 
give him your hand. He intreated me 
to ſay how truly miſerable he was; that 
ſhould you perſiſt in a romantic delicacy 
of ſentimerit, he would enter a volunteer, 
and join the troops now about to embark 
for Britanny, and there ſeek an honoura- 
ble death, fince life would not be worth 
preſerving. Think, Adela, ſhould you 
drive him to ſo deſperate an act, how ſe- 


vere would be your reproaches ſhould 


he meet that death he courted. Your bro- 
ther, from the moſt amiable and praiſe- 
worthy motives, refuſes to give his ſane- 
tion to the paſſion of his friend. Hts 

: | deter- 
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| determination, no doubt, influences your 
conduct to treat the Duke with more ſe- 
verity than you otherwiſe would do. He 
is a lover himſelf, I underſtand from 
Lord Landsford, and therefore ſhould 
relax a little. His Lordſhip is one of 
the handſomeſt, and, I think, from the 
ſhort acquaintance I have had, the moſt 

amiable young man I ever beheld. If 
bis fiſter is at all like him, I do not won- 
der at the Count having, yielded his af- 
fection a voluntary tribute to the virtues 
of Lady Suſan. She is extremely beau- 
tiful, yet I don't think you will like her. 
—] wiſh that in this conjecture I may be 
- miſtaken, as I would wiſh-your ſociety 
to be agreeable. The Ladies propoſe to 
ſet out the day after to-morrow, or as 
ſoon as the married Lady's huſband ſets 
of for the Continent. 


I are not allow myſelf to think of 
France. I have carefully examined every | 
newſpaper, 
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-newſpaper, though with a trembling 
hand. Nothing, I find, can give me the 
leaſt comfort or intelligence. Lord 
Landsford has promiſed to make every 
enquiry that is poſſible for me. Mrs. 
Mortimer is conſtantly talking of arming 
myſelf with fortitude, and preparing for 
the worſt, This is very well for her to 
ſpeak of, who ſeems poſſeſſed of little 


feeling. But how am I to bear misfor- 


tunes in a ſtrange country, deprived of 
friends and fortune, and expoſed to the 
numberlefs train of ills attendant on ſo 
dreadful a ſtate ? My ſpirits are finking 
under the bare apprehenſion; what then 
will they do when Oy with the 
—_— ? 


Forgive me, Adela! I ought not to 
infect you with my gloom. - Write me, 
in charity, what you are doing; and that, 
_— are DaPPFs will be the only conſo- 
lation 
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lation I am capable of in the preſent 
moments, Adieu, I 


Your's ever, 


JACQUILINE DE MONTMORIN. 


Ma. HOARE 


TO 


Mz. HARROWBY. 


| MY DEAR HARROWBY, Oakſtock. 

THE direction, of your letter to me, 
at this place, was right through chance, 
or rather miſtake; for it is now ſome 
months ſince I quitted the family of Ald- 
borough, and have reſided in a pleaſant 
villa, with a ſmall demeſne annexed, in 
Surry, about ten miles from Londen. 
It n to dhe family of Aldbo- 

rough, 
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rough, but was kindly lent to me by the 
preſent Lord Landsford ; who, a little 
time before he came of age, ſucceeded 
to the vaſt eſtates of the 'elder branch 
of the family, and though he was ſtill 
the repreſentative of the Aldborough 
family, took the name and arms of Landt- 
ford. His mother, the good old Coun- 
teſs of Aldborough, who has reſided 
chiefly at this place, died lately: ſome 
conſequent arrangements have brought 
his Lordſhip hither from London, and 
he requeſted me to accompany him. 
You do me no more than juſtice in 
believing, that though our correſpon- 
dence, from the circumſtances you men- 
tion, has gradually fallen off, and been, 
at leaſt for ſome years, diſcontinued, 
my friendſhip for you is not diminiſhed. 
—Nay, 1 might even go beyond this 
negative expreſſion, and ſay, with truth, 
_ time does. by no means abate, but 
rather 


210 ROBERT Ax ADEIL A. 


rather increaſe the ſtrength of friend- 
ſhips contracted in years when the heart 
is warm and fincere; which are called to 
mind by a variety of pleaſing aſſociations, 
and contraſted with that bold ſelfiſhneſs; 
and inconſtancy, and mutual ſuſpicion 
and miſtruſt, that ſo often attend con- 
nexions formed in advanced liſe. 


The fituation you mention in your 
letter is indeed intereſting; but, in my 
opinion, ſuch as ought not to occaſion 
any great uneaſineſs, difficulty or doubt. 
Jou cannot eaſily miſunderſtand the na- 

ture and tendency of that intercourſe 
with which Lady Fitzarran has honour- 
ed you; and, I can plainly ſee, that it 
has had the impreſſion which it was na- 
turally fitted to produce on a ſenſible 
mind. If I can judge any thing at all 
of human nature, there is no danger of 

a repulſe. The queſtion is, as you have 
rightly ſtated, whether you can pay your 
| _ addreſſes, 
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addreſſes, and form a matrimonial con- 
nexion with Lady Fitzarran in honour, 
and without violating the ſtricteſt pro- 
priety of conduct. Vou conſult me on 
this queſtion; but remember, my friend, 
that I who have been for the beſt part of 
my life a tutor myſelf, may be fairly 
ſuppoſed to have ſomething of the eſþrit 
au corps about me, and to be rather a 
prejudiced counſellor. 


If, indeed, an union between Lady 


Fitzarran and yourſelf would inflict any 
ſtain or diſgrace on herſelf, or any of 
her family, I would conjure you to fly 
with precipitation from the iſland of 
Circe, and to ſhield your honour either 
by diſſipation, and buſthng in the chear- 
ful haunts of men, or to retreat to ſome 
ſolitude in this or ſome other country,— 
There would be ſomething unfaſhiona- 
ble, ſomething ſingular in ſuch an union; 
but nothing either immoral or ridicu- 

| a lous 
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lous Alt is the mind that makes the man; 
not any external accidents. There is 
nothing either ludicrous or inconfiſtent 
with the niceſt ſenſe of decorum, in the 
conduct of the Lady of rank and fortune, 

who attaches herſelf to intellectual en- 
dowments and moral virtues, though 
unaccompanied with titles or wealth: 
but there is ſomethivg incongruous lu- 
dicrous and highly indelicate in a Lady 

of birth and education, for the ſake of 
mere wealth, marrying a rude and groſs 
ruſtic, or ſtill more contemptible poſſeſſor 
of wealth extorted by the torments of 
uſury, of the law, of the gaming table, 
and of nabob- hunting in the Eaſt- Indies. 


There is a great latitude allowed to 
men of high rank in the choice of wives: 
' . why ſhould there not be ſome latitude 
allowed alſo to women ? And this the 
rather that the happineſs of a woman 1s 
ſtill more dependent on marriage than 
thatof a man. 

1 am 
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Jam perſuaded, from the accounts 
you give of all the family, that none of 
them would blame a connexion that 
would bring them nearer, and render 
them, if poſſible, dearer to a gentleman 
for whom they bave ſo great and ſo juſt 
a reſpect and affection. | 


And now, my friend, that I have, 
without reſerve, declared my opinion 
on the ſubje& of which you wrote to 
me, I muſt be ſo honeſt as to tell you, 
that this opinion of mine is. directly con- 
trary to that of a predeceſſor of mine in 
this family; and who, by following 
this opinion, roſe to high preferment in 
the church, which he now holds, and 


bilhops. The old Counteſs Dowager of 
Aldborough, mother to the late Lord, 
would have married Mr. Core, tutor to 
her ſon, and uſed but little ceremony in 
fignifying to him her inclinations and 
| gracious 
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gracious defign. Mr. Core reſiſted the 
temptation, acquainted Lord Aldbo- 


trough, his pupil, of what paſſed, and 


ſaid, that he conceived it to be his duty 
nde dstely to quit the family. He 
facrificed the Counteſs Dowager, and 
did fo with the perfect approbation of 
Lord Aldborough; who gave, or pro- 
cured for him, one church living after 
another, and at laſt made him a biſhop. 
I do not, indeed, ſuppoſe, from what 
1 have heard of Lady Fitzarran, that 
the ſacrifice made by my right reverend 
predecefior, was quite ſo great as yours 
would be, if you ſhould neglect to culti- 
vate the preſent opportunity of mingling | 

the ulile with the dulce. 


Lever am, 
voor afetionat and faithfol, 
Ai N t 31 DSI ne col! 


STEVESsTER  HOARE, 


MISS FIT ZARRAN 
"YI 


LADY SUSAN SPENCER. 


THE late melancholy. event in your 
family has given much pain to us all, par- 


b ticularly. to my mother. We hope that 


Lady Sabina and Julia, with yourſelf, 
are reſigned to the will of that Being to 
whoſe wiſdom we muſt all bend in ſilent 
ſubmiſſioan. 5 


4 S\ . „ þ 


You enquire when I come to town, 

la about a fortnight. An event, that 

you are not acquainted with, haſtens 
our departure from Dublin. | 

BN 47 go | | | 

I now believe my mother entertains 

{crious thoughts of marrying again. 

1 ä | She 
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She has ſpoken to me on this ſubject, 
and I did not let her remain a moment 
in doubt as to my ſentiments ; which 
were, that I was highly flattered by her 
condeſcending to conſult me on the ſtep 


which I hoped ſhe had determined to 


take, as nothing could ſo much contri- 
bute to my happineſs as the pleaſures 
ſhe deſigned for me in calling Mr. Har- 
rowby father. She ſaid, that was ſhe 
not well convinced of the many. excel- 
lent qualities he poſſeſſed, the ſhould 
not venture. to brave the cenſures of a 
malignant world. That ſhe had well 
weighed the importance of the ſtep ſhe 
was about to take, and that ſhe had re- 
ſolved, with the approbation of her 
children, (for ſhe ſaid that ſhe had writ- 
ten to my brother on the ſubject) to give 
her hand where her moſt perfect eſteem 
had reſted for a number of years; and 
by ſo doing, ſhe hoped not only to add 
to, her own domeſtic comfort, but by 


giving 
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giving her children a father, whoſe vir- 
tue and honor had been the baſis of his 
fortune, by his example and advice, to 
inſpire: them to an ambition to regulate 
their future conduct by his example. I 
am truly happy at what you would confi- 
der as a misfortune. I hope my brother 
will think as I do on this point. We 
are waiting for his anſwer, or his preſence 
for a few weeks, which my mother 
earneſtly entreated, if nothing very par- 
ticular detained him at Lauſanne. 


You have never ſeen my brother 
ſince he was a child. I expect that you 
will be charmed with his appearance, 
when J introduce him. 
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Why you ſhould fly to the Welch 
mountains I cannot imagine. Surely 
you would have been at liberty to-follow 
your own ſyſtem of conduct even in 
London. Perhaps you intend to take a 
Vo“. II. L large 
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large old caſtle and convert it into a 
kind of college, and take pupils. Believe 
me, if this is your deſign, it will not 
anſwer. There are not ſo many gentle- 
men- ladies in this country as you think 
there are. I wiſh you could once meet 
with a diſciple of your own ſchool, and 
quietly ſtudy the effect that her manly 
conduct would produce, and L am cer- 
tain that you would be cured: of your 
whim in a very ſhort time. Mrs. Har. 
court, for inſtance, always provokes you 
to laughter whenever you meet ber. 
She is certainly the general's ſecond ſelf. 
I doubt not, but at his death, ſhe will 
apply for bis ſtaff. The regiment will 
be as orderly attended to, and: as good 
diſcipline kept up, I have not the leaſt 
doubt, as it was in his life-time. 


Miſs Miller is ſtill with: me; and I | 
think that ſhe will take up her reſidence 

in this country, Sir Ulic O'Neal de- 

1 9 clares 
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clares againſt her leaving us. He has 
laid himfelf and his caftle at her feet, in 
order to prevail on her to ſtay. 


My mother has adviſed her to accept 


the bait, as Sir Utic is a very good and a 


very honorable man, and his fortune 
and family ſuch as might marry into the 
firſt family in this country. You ſee 


matches here. 
them in London: ſs prepare for a bridal 


bappy that Anna's vifit has turned ot 


as a compenſation in theſe days. Had 
they been ſo, ſhe might have aſpired to 
the higheſt rank. The Count de Moat- 


informs me. I expect an account of 
her when you have ſeen her, and of your 
L2 Lour 


* 


that we have employment in making 
We intend to celebrate 


viſit from Lady O'Neal. I am quite 
ſo well, as her fortune was too ſmall to 


be an objeck to any man, and for the 
want of this, virtues are not admitted 
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tour into Wales. Had I not been com- 
ing to England, I ſhould have expected 
a viſit from you when you were ſo 
near us. | . 


Lady Julia i is grown a very lovely wo- 
man, as I hear by ſome gentlemen who 
ſaw her walking with Lady Sabina in 
= Hyde Park. I intend Fitzarran to ad- 
mire her when he comes home: ſo keep 
her in Wales until that period, let me 
beg. 15 am quite a match-maker you 
find; all old maids are ſo, and you al- 
ways honored me with that diſtinction. 
7 have not conſented to the name yet, 
nor become one of the ſiſterhood; but 

am ever your's, 


Ip <2 
| FRANCES FITZ ARRAN. 


| erwre# 2 FA 
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LADY SABINA SOMERVILLE 


* 


| 10 
COLONEL SOMMERVILLE. 


I HAVE hardly yet forgiven you for 
inſiſting on my ſetting out firſt ; though | 
only an hour. Yet I believe you was 
right: the different ſcenes through 
which I have paſſed have greatly contri- 
buted to ealiven my ſpirits, and I am 
happy to have it in my power to enliven 
yours alſo. I have had a preſent ; a 
very ſplendid one I affure you; and 
from one of your ſex, You will not 


be jealous, or, if you are, you will for- 
feit your word. 5 195 


The lodge, William, is my own again ; 
we ſhall not be driven from our little 
L 3 para- 
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paradiſe. Not to keep you longer in 
ſuſpence—I had not parted from you 
more than ten minutes, when Suſan told 
me, that ſhe had a packet to deliver 
from our brother; and that its contents 
might amuſe me on my journey. I in- 
ſtantly opened it; for I was never more 
in want of ſomething to divert my atten- 

tion. I found a moſt affectionate letter from 
my brother, telling me, that I ought 
not to be puniſhed for your misfortunes, 
and that he had defired the Duke de 
BV to purchaſe the eſtate, in order to 
have the pleaſure of preſenting it again | 
to me, and to teſtify his regard to your | 
Future happineſs ; which he knew would | 
be injured by the loſs he had ſuſtained. 
That he would have advanced the 
money at the time of our uneaſineſs; 
but, that he thought the unpleaſant 
feelings occaſioned to you might be a a 
leſſon to you not to be led into ſuch an | 
error in future: and as he wiſhed me 


to 


„). 0. a GER. 


1 
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to take the journey into Wales, and 
could not refuſe Julia the pleaſure ſhe 
expreſſed in going thither, he had prac- 
tiled this little deceit in order to make 
the time of your abſence paſs more a- 


greeably, 


Never did I experience a more de- 
lightful ſenſation than this letter gave 
me. It was accompanied with the writ= 


ings of the eſtate, made out in my name. 


I was almoſt tempted to requeſt that 


my fiſter would order her horſes back, 


that I might expreſs my ſincere thanks 
to my brother ; and alſo communicate 


to you our good fortune, I know it 


would have been moſt grateful ta you, 


as you experienced a great and viſible. 


depreſſion of ſpirits, in being obliged to 
deprive me of my little manſion. This 
proof of the ſincere affection of my 
brother to us both, was particularly 
pleaſing to me. The delicate manner in 
L which 
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which he conveyed the obligation, was 
like himſelf: Suſan and Julia were de- 
lighted to ſee me ſo happy, and greatly 
ſurprized when I preſented the letter to 
them. - Suſan ſaid, that for that day ſhe 
would endeavour to think well of the 
male creatures. | 


After a very pleaſant journey we ar- 
-rived at Milford-Haven, and ſent a 
meſſenger to inform the Count of our 
arrival, as we had reached the inn al- 
' moſt a day ſooner than we had at firſt 
intended. 


le came directly, and teſtified the 

moſt lively expreſſions of joy at our pre- 

ſence, which made him forget all his 
former uneaſy moments. 


Lady Morgan and her daughters, 
with Madame de Montfort, ſoon joined 
us; and congratulated us on our arrival 

e | in 


CY 
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in Wales. Sir Edward and his Lady, 

who are as unweildy as their ſtate equi- 

page, would not allow us to take up 

our abode peaceably at the inn. Tre- 

gony-Hall, Sir Edward ſaid, had enter- 
tained our anceſtors, and ſhould again 

have the honor of our preſence. There 
was no attempting to reſiſt their hoſ- 

pitality, ſo we attended them home; | 
where my mind was forcibly carried | 
back to ruder times by the venerable 
appearance of the houſe and all around 
it. The ſervants came round us in a 
kind of amazement, every one aſſidu- 
ous to prevent our leaſt wiſh, Lady, 
Morgan and her daughters might have, 4 
been numbered amongſt our attendants, 9 
for they never let us be a moment, i 
alone. About them I will write you 
at another opportunity. At preſent I 
muſt dedicate the remainder of my timo 
to Madame de Montfort, who received 
us with the moſt perfect elegance of, 
= | L 5 manner. 
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manner, She is the moſt perfect beauty 
I ever beheld 3 and has an artleſs ſim- 


plicity of appearance, that captivates at 


firſt fight. She is rather a brunette : 


juſt fo much ſo, as to give an agreeable. 


eaſt to her features. Julia and ſhe 
were formed for each other's ſociety ; 
their characters are exactly ſuited for 
friendſhip. They are at preſent inſepa- 


table. The Count is moſt politely afli- 


qvous in his attentions z we go to-mor- 


tow to view his cottage, and to ratiſy 


the bargain about the houſe which he 


bas found for us. My fifter is much 


pleafed with the contour of the country, 
which is moſt romantic. ] wiſh that 
quiet and retirement may give her time 
to reflect; and, that this may produce 
an alteration in her preſent tone of think- 


ing. _ You laugh at her, but I view 


her conduct in a more ſerious point of 


view. Mrs. Wolſtoneeraft, from whoſe 


alen ber \ raved have gained ad- 
Aditional 


3 
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ditional ſtrength, though a lady of geni- 
us and manly ſenſe, wrote in my mind, 
on ſome points, both dangerouſly and 
ridiculouſly. Some of her ideas may be 
juſt, and indeed, I acknowledge are fo; 
but then the characters that ſhe would 
form are ont of nature, and would be 
monſtrous if they exiſted, which I cruſt 
they never will do any where, but in the 
brain of her who conceived them, and 


who, as I hear, by owning the ſuperiority 
of man, in her marriage vows, has ex-. 


ploded her own ſyſtem. The air'on 
theſe Welch mountains is ſharp and 
penetrating ; if it is not too ſharp, [ 
hope to get additional health by my re- 


ſidence. The idea of again returning 


to the lodge is molt pleafing to me, 
and will greatly contribute towards ren- 


deting my ftay here agreeable. My 


brother and Mr. Hoare are gone to 
Oakſtock, I ſuppoſe, as he propoſed 
ſetting off in a few days after our depar- 
ture, He does not intend ſtaying there 
L 6 longer 
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7 I than buſineſs requires. * pre- 
ſence. He gave me to underſtand, that 
he might ſurprize us in our retreat. I 
almoſt wiſh for a diſappointment in his 
viſit, as Adela Montfort is too lovely 
and too intereſting an object to be 
looked on with indifference by any man 
whoſe feelings are as ſuſceptible as my 
brother's. The Duke de Be is, I hear, 
tenderly attached to this amiable girl; 

for ſo I can pronounce her to be, though) 
our acquaintance is hardly two days 
old. The Ducheſs, his mother, oppoſes 
their union, being attached to money; 
and indeed, this may be a neceſſary con- 
fideration in the preſent ſtate of the 
Duke's finances. Whatever may be her 
motive I moſt ſincerely deplore it. Cir- 
cumſtances may alter in their favour, 
and then they may be as DPD in the 
marriage ſtate as is 

Your affectionate, 


SABINA sOMMERVILLE. 
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MR. HARROWBY 
10 
M R. HO AR E. 


MY DEAR sIR, Black-Rock, near Dublin, 


I WAS truly rejoiced by your let- 
ter: and will confeſs to you, that 1 
ſhould have undergone a ſevere ſtruggle 
between inclination and duty ; had duty 
or honour, in your opinion, pointed one 


way, and inclination another—Your au- 


thority fixed the balance of my heart 
and mind on that fide to whichthey lean- 
ed—A new incident has happened, 
which gives me a freſh proof of the 
confidence of Lady Fitzarran, as well 
as that of her children—The gentle- 
man, through whoſe family I was firſt 
introduced into this country; died ſud- 


denly, about a week ago, by a ſtroke 
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of apoplexy. He was one of the guar- 
dians of the younger Ladies of this 
family: and, indeed, the moſt active 
one. It is the defire of Lady and the 
Miſs Fitzarrans that, in the capacity 
of guardian, I ſhould ſupply his place: 
to which I could not poſſibly have any 
objection -I only requeſted, that what 
was wiſhed might be communicated to 
Lord Fitzarran for his approbation— 
Lady Fitzarran has written to him 
for that purpoſe. There is little doubt 
but his anſwer will be in all reſpects 
ſatisfactory: and this may now be ex- 
pected in the courſe of a very few weeks 
at en | 


That kenden, as J Me 
fore, acted as- principal land-fieward 
for this family, and collected the rents 
of the Fitzarran eſtates, which, though 
not a few, and yielding a large annual 
income, are ſcatiered in different parts of 

Ireland 
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Ireland and England.—To this office 
Lady Fitzarran has ſignified her wiſhes 
that I ſhould ſucceed ; and has written 
to her ſon on the ſubject. I ſaid, that 
I would accept it, only on one condi» 
tion, which was, that I ſhould be per- 
mitted to give up and annul the ſet- 
tlement already made on me by the 
family, and which 1 have already ſpe- 
cified. To this, ſhe ſaid, Lord Fitzar- 
ran would never conſent; but that I 
ought in juſtice to myſelf to accept the 
emoluments due to the faithful diſcharge 
of an active and very confidential em- 


ployment: and which, if 1 did not, 


muſt fall into the hands of ſome other 
perſon, with whoſe merits they might 
not be fo well acquainted.. I need not 


mention to you, that the internal police, 
and particularly the rural. economy of 
Ireland, is on a very bad footing. Large 


tracts of land are let out by the ſeignenr, 


or proprietor of the foil, to ſome coun- 


try 
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try gentleman, who poſſeſſes ſome land 
in the neighbourhood, or perhaps to 
ſome banker or attorney in Dublin, or 
other cities theſe great tenants ſub- 
let their farms to others; and theſe a- 
gain, ſmall lots of ground, chiefly that 
which is uncultivated and of the leaſt 
value, to poor manufacturers and other 
labouring people, who pay them for it 
at an enormous rate: rather than want 
potatoes and a little milk for their chil- 
dren they will pay at the rate of five 
and even ſix pounds an acre. The 
fruits of their labour, in their different 
handicrafts, paſs into the hands of the 
farmer, of whom they hold their cot- 
tage; and he, in his turn, is fleeced by 
his ſuperiors. So that although Irc- 
land be by nature one of the moſt fer- 
tile countries in the north- of Europe, 
it is, through the groſſeſt deficiencies in 
political economy, one of the moſt mi- 
ſerable This cuſtom of letting, and 
5 ſub- 
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ſubletiog lands, is to be traced, to a cer- 
tain. extent, to the feudal ſyſtem; ac- 
cording to which, the conquering ptince 
or chief parcelled out the conquered ter- 
ritory to his captains, on condition of 
their being at all times ready to contri- 
bute their military aid for maintaining 
the conqueſt; and theſe again to their 
followers and dependants, on ſimilar 
conditions of perſonal ſervice, and rents 
in kind, and ſo on through fimilar te- 
nures by different gradations, from the 
feudal chief to the humbleſt cottager.— 
This kind of tenure ſtill flouriſhes very 
much — I ſhould ſay too much in the 
iſlands and highlands of Scotland. 


But what rendered this ſyſtem of ſub- 
leting land more general and inveterate 
in Ireland than either England or Hol- 
land, was, I apprehend, the circumſtance 
that Ireland was ſo often conquered by 
the Engliſh kings, and other chiefs a&- 
> ing 


Fd 
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ing under the authority of thoſe kings— 
The conquered lands were granted al- 
moſt by whole provinces to the favo- 
rites of the court, who, continuing to re- 
fide in England, leaſed out thefr immenſe 
[eſtate to others, who alſo reſided in Eng- 
land; theſe again to others reſident in 
the great towns in Ireland, and theſe to 
others, as already mentioned. 


Whatever the cauſe, the effect is moſt 
deplorable. The people, though natu- 
rally gay and lively, have been ſo op- 
preſſed by their rulers, that their accent, 
and their very muſic, though exquiſitely 
fine, has in it very much of a 9 
tone. 


The ſituation offered of compt roller, 
I ſhall call it, over the Fitzarran eſtates, 
is not only attended with conſiderable 
3 and confiderable influence 
power in the country, but, what J 
| b really 
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really ſhould*hold dearer, it would ena- 
ble me to ſet a happy example of ſub- 
leting great eſtates to money-ſcriveners, 
and overgrown tackſmen ; of raifing the 
actual cultivators of the ſoil, to ſuch a 
degree of independency as might cheriſh 
induſtry, and promote at once the in- 
tereſts of the land-holder, the comfort 
of the people, the population and wealth 
of the kingdom, and the public revenue. 


But I perceive that I begin to ſtray 


ſomewhat, though not, I bope, entirely, 
from the original deſign of this epiſtle— 


I would willingly, if I could, believe 


myſelf, and make ir appear to others, 
that if I ſhould be hononred with the 
hand of Lady Fitzarran, this would not 
be either a diſhonour, or a diſadvantage 
to that noble and moſt amiable family. 


You will perceive, my friend, that this 
letter does not breathe any thing of that 
air of doubt and difidence which hung 
| | over 
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over the concluſion of my laſt. I muſt 
be more particular in my next— you will 
ſufficiently gueſs from this in what train 
matters ſeem to be at preſent Adieu 


I am called to meet ſome company in 


the drawing-room, who have juſt arrived 


+ * 


Again, for the preſent, adieu. 


HARROW B. 
FROM THE SAME 
1 0 
[ vun SAME, 


Black Rock, near Dublin. 
ONE of the moſt diſagreeable, and 1 
had almoſt ſaid dangerous circumſtances 
that attends, and has long attended my 
ſituation in this worthy family is, the 


_ neceſſity I am under of keeping up at 


table 


_—_- oy. OO GER OUS ¹]M COLT IE 2 OE ⁊·˙*·u . ?4⸗“ꝓc2r 


ROBERT any ADELA. 2 30 


table (for, during the minority, as well 
as in the abſence of Lord Fitzarran, the 
office of toaſt - maſter or preſident of the 


ſympoſium was devoted on me of courſe) 


ſuch a degree of heart and hilarity as 
may ſatisfy Iriſh gueſts; which, I do aſ- 
fure you, requires not a little of vivacity 
of mind, as well as ſtrength of bodily 
conſtitution.. Nor would both of theſe 
be ſufficient for the convivial (and, were 
the truth to be known, often Bachana- 
lian) ſcenes in which one is occaſionally 
obliged to act a part in this country, if 
he would not entirely ſeclude himſelf 
from the world, without the power- of 
habit or practice. Retirement from all 
ſuch buſtling would have been perfectly 
agreeable to the taſte and turn of Lady 


Fitzarran ; but it was judged proper to 


keep up that influence in political con- 
cerns which the Fitzarran family had 
acquired, and this was to be done only 
by the accuſtomed hoſpitality. While 


I write this, a a pretty {mart head-ache 
L 


brings 
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brings all this, with not a little force, to 
my recollection. 


| The 5 7 who yeſterday inter- 
rupted my epiſtle, drawipg, indeed, to 
too great a length, were, Colonel Macud- 
derick, late of the Iriſh brigades in the 
ſervice ot the king of France; his uncle, 
a great tackſman on the eſtate belong- 
ing to this family, in Weſtmeath ; and a 
Mr. O Burke, who, I underſtand, has 
neither eſtate” nor profeſſion, but who 
lives with comfort enough, in a kind of 
itinerant life among different families, 
who reſpe& him as the lineal deſcendant 
and repreſentative of one of the ancient 
| Kings of Ireland—But, independently of 
this cireumſtance, Mr. Burke is gene- 
rally an acceptable gueſt wherever he 
goes he holds more drink than any 
other perſon of royal extraction, as is 
believed all over this country, in the 
known world; he is more verſant by far 


in 
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in the traditionary and fabulous hiſtory 
of Ireland, than Macpherſon is in that of 
Scotland; and can deduce his own pedi- 
gree, as well as that of the families he 
candefcends to viſit, from the Mileſian 
Dynaſty, with great accuracy and exact- 
neſs. He ſings an excellent ſong ; per- 
forms well on the Iriſh harp as well as 
pipe; is a perfect profeſſor in the arts of 
ſhooting and angling, and he is a very 
obliging good-natured: fellow : though 
it is not a little ludicrous to obſerve, 
that he is the more ſtudious to exerciſe 
condeſcenſion and courteſy towards every 
human creature, that he imagines the 
leaſt inattention or want of politeneſs, on 
his part, however accidental and unin- 
tended, might be miſconſtructed into 
inſtances of the pride of royalty. Colonel 
Macudderick, about ſixty years of age, 
was dreſſed in the full uniform of his 
corps; with a tie- wig, a very kigh-brim- 
ed hat, with a plume, and a long ſword, 
: 5 the 


the point of which touched the ground. 
He is above ſix feet in height, and, with 
a little management, might be paſſed in 


the Haymarket, to the rabble of London, 


for a giant. His relation, the tackſ- 
man, Phelim Macudderick, Eſq; aged 
about ſeventy years, is one of the great- 
eſt graziers in that part of the country 
in which he reſides, His leaſe, which he 
holds of the Fitzarran family, is on the 
point of expiration; and he it was who 
planned the preſent viſit, or rather expe- 
| PSs to the Black Rock. 


The Ladies had not 1 Wecid from 


table, when Mr. O*Burke, after cele- 
brating the gallant exploits, and the an- 
cient pedigree of Colonel Macudderick, 

which, indeed, he had begun to do be- 
fore = cloth was well removed, and in 
which taſk he was occaſionally aſſiſted 
by the tackſman, and now and then even 
by the Colonel himſelf — ſcarcely had 


the 
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the Ladies retired to the drawing- room, 
when Mr. O Burke, after a bumper to 
the Ladies who had left us, declared 
the main object of their viſit, in the ac- 
compliſhment of which they entreated 
my good offices, on the ſtrength of un- 
deniable evidence to be produced by Mr. 
O Burke, that there was a very near af- 
finity between my own family and that 
of the Maccuddericks. In the reign of 
Dermot Macmorough, king of Leinſter, 
about the middle of the twelth century, 
O*Hara-bagh, one of his greateſt cap- 
tains and favorites, who poſſeſſed a great 
eſtate in the county of Eaſt Meath, was 
deſcended-in the maternal Tine from Ju- 
dich Maccudderick, ſecond daughter of 
Roderick Maccudderick, the chief of the 
Clan Maccudderick, whoſe lineal de- 
ſcendant and repreſentative the Colonel 
was at this day. The name O*Hara- 
bagb, in the lapſe of time had been 


changed into Harrowby, — He aſſured 
Vol. II. M me, 
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me, a thouſand times, that the Colonel 
was no rap, but a real Maccudderick, 

and the chief of the Maccudderick's too. 
—AU theſe particulars were, not only 
well enough known from oral tradition, 
but placed beyond all doubt by MSS. 

in the Iriſh character, ſaid, on undiſpu- 
table authority, to be ſtill preſerved in 
the Scotch colleges of both Paris and 
Vienna, though they were now intelligi 
ble only to ſuch adepts in the hiſtory, 
literature, and antiquities of their coun- 
try as himſelf and Colonel Valancey. 
He explained the circumſtance of thoſe 
valuable MSS. being depoſited in the 


Scottiſh colleges on the Continent, by | 


obſerving, that the ancient Scotch and 
Iriſh were, and are ſtill, the ſame peo- 
ple. Ireland, he obſerved, went, in for- 
mer times, by the name of Scotia, and 
Scotland, again, was ſometimes called 
Hibernia, and the deſignation, of Hiber- 
no Sen or Scotch- Iriſh, Was common 


+ pK, + »¶ ́ͥTyͤ Vo 


all over the world; and, indeed, is now 
at this day. — After this preamble, he 


declared, with caſe, brevity, and confi- 


dence, that the Colonel had come to 
make an offer of his hand and heart to 
Lady Fitzarran, and that it was Mr. 
Maccudderick's object to get a renewal of 
his leaſe, which was a matter that would 
be eaſily managed, after the projected 
union ſhould take place between the 
Colonel and Lady Fitzarran. They all 
of them, with one voice, requeſted that 
I would announce their reſpective ends 
or deſigns to Lady Fitzarran, which 
would be breaking the ice. The Colo- 
nel, ſaid O*Burke, would ſpeak to her 
Ladyſhip to-morrow morning, after 
breakfaſt, (for they had reckoned, ac- 


cording to all ideas of Iriſh hoſpitality, 


on ſtaying ſeveral days, if not weeks, at 
the Black-Rock) in perſon. - And then, 
ſaid the Colonel, I will ſpring a new bat- 


tery on her Ladyſbip's affections. I was 
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in ſuch a burry, honey, in retreating 
from France, where it is now dangerous 
to be a gentleman, that T did not bring 
my wardrobe with me. Nothing more 
had I when I ſet my foot on a fiſhing- 
boat at St. Maloes, than one coat, 
though that, bleſſed be Jeſus, happen- 
ed to be a new one. My crofs of St. 
Louis being attached to that coat, I 
judged it prudent to fave it, and lay it 
by for particular occaſions, and make 
ſhift with one without the croix, not be- 
ing ſure that any coat, with a croix de 
St. Louis, could be made out of France, 
Prithee make haſte honey, ſaid the 
Colonel—Tell all this, in your own way, 
to my Lady, and come back to us as 
| ſoon as poſſible, to let us know what 
ſucceſs ; meanwhile we will dripk her 
Ladyſhip's health, not forgetting that of 
another gentleman, who ſhall, for the 
. preſent,. be nameleſs. 


Such 
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Such a jumble of whimficality, ab- 
ſurdity and effrontery, though by no 
means uncommon in this country, ex- 
cited in my mind a quick ſucceſſion of 
various emotions, all of which were loſt 
ſoon in open laughter, which, however, 
I ſuppreſſed as ſoon as poſſible. —A 
thought ſtrack me, that now I had a fair 
opportunity of breaking through a con- 
ſtraint that, notwithſtanding the conde- 
ſcending affability of Lady Fitzarran, 
had ſtill hung abvet me and reſtrained | 
me from exprefling the ſentiments of my 
heart. I, therefore, put on a grave 
face, and readily agreed to comply with 
their wiſhes. Fortifying my courage 
with a few glaſſes extraordinary, up 
ſtairs I went, and without being able to 
refrain from laughter, with her Lady- 
ſhip's permiſſion, delivered my meſſage 
from Colonel Maccudderic. She was 
not a little ſurprized, but her ſurprize 
ſoon gave way to laughter, and this 
again to a very ſerious, intereſting, pleaſ- 
M 3 ing 
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ing and proſperous converſation, which 
Muſt be the ſubject of a future epiſtle. 


From your's, 


_O'HARA- BASH, 


LADY SUSAN SPENCER 


_ MISS FITZARRAN,. 


| 1 HAVE this day been put into 
poſſeſſion of my Welch manſion, which, 
I can aſſure you, is in a moſt beautifully 
romantic ſituation. 1 hate the trouble 
of giving de ſcriptions, which, when 
done, ſeldom convey an idea of the 
place; therefore, I ſhall hope you may 
be induced to make me a viſit in Alca- 


Gia; 
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dia; you will find me the Lady Boun- 
tiful of the place. 


Lou aſked me as Adela de Mont - 
fort. She is in a neighbouring cottage 
with her brother the Count. He is be- 
coming troubleſome I can perceive. 
The creature is in love, and with me 
too, who have ſo often warned him 
againſt this paſſion, Why cannot peo- 
ple live like reaſonable beings, and be 
friends without deſcending to childiſh 
folly and nonſenſe? I muſt try to bring 
my friend de Montfort to this happy 
fate, or diſcard him, for 1 will not be 
teized j in this ſweet retitement. Julia is 
A moſt enviable creature. She exhibits 
a picture of perfect happineſs—She is 
quite charmed with Adela; they are in- 
ſeparable ; their diſpoſitions | are alike, 
and are fuch as muſt depend « on a maſter 
for their opinions, not daring to think 
or act for themſelves. Sabina is bufy 
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in putting the family into a little order, 
whilſt J am idly retired with my pen and 
ink. Julia is gone to the cottage, in 
order to bring Adela and her brother to 
ſpend the day with us. . The Count is 
coming already, 1 ſee him croſſing ſome 
diſtant fields. We have received the 
compliments of a vaſt many of the Ap 
Shenkins, both yeſterday and this morn- 
ing, and I intend to open my houſe, in 
order to view theſe natural curioſities, 
next week. Our neareſt neighbour. is 
Sir Edward Morgan, a Welch knight, 
who broods over the antiquities of his 
family as miſers do over their gold. 
He can trace his anceſtors back to the 
time when they lived | entirely in their 
pative woods, and were not troubled 
with that neceſlary appendage to the 
preſent luxurious race, an habitation. 
Why ſhould people be fo anxious to 
brutify themſelves ? To do Juſtice to 
he preſent Pars, of the Morgan 


eſtate, 
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eſtate, they are moſt benevolent people, 
and are a bleffing to the poor around 
them. 


The Miſs Morgans, who are faſt ap- 
proaching towards their grand climate- 
ric, are ſo formal, that each hour, and, 
1 believe, minute of the day, has its 


appropriate buſineſs. The perpetual 


fameneſs of. their life would niake me 
deteſt my exiſtetice. I am about to re- 
new my acquaintance with my pencil, 
for here is a fafficient ſubject for its em- 
ployment in the ſublime and magnifi- 
cent ſcenery exhibited in the lofty 
mountains and rapid rivers of this 
country. I do not wonder really at the 
ſuperſtition of the people; here is much 


to awaken it, ot to heighten what may 


have been implanted in the natural 
diſpoſition. There are many places here, 
really grand and magnificent manſions, 
arab deſerted, becauſe ſuppoſed to 
M5 
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be the habitation of ſome ſpirit or evil 
gen. 1 promiſe myſelf much pleaſure 
in examining into theſe legendary tales, 
and hearing the artleſs and ſimple ac- 
counts that the peaſants give of their 
Whimſical fancies. Here are many an- 
tient veſtiges of Druidical temples not 
far from us, which we deſign to viſit at 
our leiſure. 


; 1 did not ſtay in London until the 
Lady, Therefa Guſzman arrived. I 
don' t know if I told you that the Duke 
de Bana came to England with Adela de 
Montfort and a fair Counteſs, who fled 
from perſecution with them. This 
Spaniſh Lady is in purſuit of the Duke, 
who has exchanged hearts with the gen- 
tle Adela. Being his couſin, Lady 
Thereſa takes the privilege of relation- 
ſhip to inſiſt on an union between herſelf 
and the Duke.. My Lady Ducheſs, the 
Duke $ mother, is of the Lady's party, 
4 | | e but 
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but they might as well give up the idea, 
for Adela is an object too lovely to be 
given up for a ſwarthy Spaniard, who is 
haughty, conceited and filly, as de B* 
ſays; and that could ſhe ſhare with him 
the Crown of Spain, he would reject 
her offered hand. 


The poor of this country live in a 
moſt wretched. ſtate of penury. The 
women employ themſelves in ſpinning 
and knitting, and bardly by the moſt 
ſtrict economy can they procure for 
themſelves the means of ſubſiſtence. In 
the winter, Iam told, they. are confined 
to their beds, where they continue to 
knit in the day-time, being unable to 
Procure ſufficient fire to keep themſelyes 
warm. I will not tire your patience any 
longer by (cribbling, and . ſolderipe 
ie i oo 909 | 
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Oakſtock Park, 


1 HAVE been here theſe four days, 
and have been employed from morn to 
night about buſineſs: inſomuch, that 
1 have hardly had time even to think 
of the fair Jacquiline. I don't like to 
ufe the name of her huſband ; perhaps 
ſhe may not have any man belonging 
to her that has a rigfit to uſurp that 
authority. I would not be ſo ſelfiſh, 
did T think, that ſhe married the Count 
from affection. You told me, that ſhe 
did not My meſſenger is not arrived 
from France, nor have I heard from 
him ſince he left town. Tt is an arduous 
undertaking! in the preſent poſture of 

v affairs; 
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affairs; Vhe as be is a clever fellow, and 
his own intereſt is concerned, he may be 
ſo fortunate as to effect his commiſſion, 


This place preſented dreary and 
melancholy ideas to my mind on my 
arrival: it is the firſt time I have viſited 
it, as the entire maſter ; for, whilſt my 
mother lived, ſhe would have exerciſed 
full powers according. to my .wiſh that 
ſhe ſhould, I cannot bear the uſual 
way of treating Dowager Ladies; of 
driving them from the houſes and eſtates 
where they have been uſed to refide, 
at a time when they call for more 
attention from their friends, by being 
deprived of an huſband who was be- 
loved, and whoſe loſs in itfelf is a ſe- 
vere affliction. They are obliged by a 
diminution of their income, to contract 
their company and amuſements, at a 
time when theſe are more neceſſary to 
fill up the void that death has made in 
their minds. J had always determined, 
if 
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-i ever I married during the life of my 
mother, to infiſt on her reſiding, during 
the ſummer months, at Oakſtock. 


I can conceive how buſy you all 

are: as my ſiſter Sabina has written 
me of their ſafe arrival, and, that they 
like the place that you have choſen for 
them. You do not know, my friend, 
how pleaſed I was in reſtoring to my 
ſiſter ber favourite ſpot, the Lodge; for 


which ſhe has overwhelmed me with 
5 thanks. | N SL 


The 47 before I left town, I hap- 
pened to call on Mrs. Mortimer: I can't 
juſt now determine whether it was by 


accident or deſign I did ſo; but you 
will give me credit for the latter. 1 ſhall 
not contradict you. The Counteſs had 
juſt received a letter from a ſtranger, 
an unfortunate emigrant, ſhe ſaid, like 
herſelf. 1 here Was ſomething in the 

| | 38 Kyle 
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ſtyle that denoted it to be written by 
ſome-perſon of diſtinction, and. contain» 
ed a requeſt for a perſonal interview. 
Mrs. Mortimer was not willing that ſhe 
ſhould comply with the writer, unleſs 
I would attend the Counteſs. She faid, 
that Mrs. Smith, her woman, ſhould go 
likewiſe. I very gladly replied, that I 
would with pleaſure wait her com- 
mands: we aecordingly ordered the 
carriage to Bury Street, St. James's. It 
ſtopped. at a ſhabby lodging-houſe ; 
when, on enquiring for the Baroneſs 
Morteiul, we were told that ſhe was 


confined to her bed; but that the Ba- 
ron, as he called himſelf, was at home, 


if we would go up ſtairs. I then deſired 
Mrs. Mortimer's fervant to go up ſtairs 


and preſent the Counteſs de Mont- 


morin's compliments; and that ſhe 
waited on the. Baroneſs, in conſequence 
of a letter juſt received: but that, if ſhe 


was indiſpoſed, the Counteſs would 


call 
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call another day. After waiting a few 
moments, the ſervant came down, and 
was followed by a man whoſe appear- 
ance rendered the aid of dreſs unneceſ- 

fary to announce that he was a man 
of a mind ſuperior to his preſent for- 


tune. He bowed moſt reſpectfully to 


us, and addreſſed the Counteſs, ſaying, 
I know not, Madam, how to apologize 
for this condeſcenſion. My wife would, 
if it ſhould not be diſagreeable, wiſh to 
fee you; but ſhe cannot riſe—No ! ſhe 
will never more quit her bed. Miſery 
has laid waſte the nobleſt mind that ever 
occupied the female form. His eyes were 
ſuffuſed with tears. The Counteſs gave 
him her hand, and followed him up 
ſtairs: where, after having conducted 
her to the Lady's bedchamber, he again 
deſcended and begged that I would 
honour him with alighting, as he had 
a ſmall room where there was a fire, 
I followed him, not chuſing to decline 
. his 
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his « offered civility. He then enquired 


if I had been lately in France ; I cepli- 
ed in the negative—many years have 


elapſed fince I have had the happineſs of | ; 


being there. Now, ſaid he, with a figh, 
JI never ſhall, I wiſh never to return. I 
obſerved — turn from me more than 
once to conceal the ſtarting tears. 
Whatever were his ſorrows my heart vi- 
brated in concord with them. I did not 
know how to offer him relief—There i is 


ſomething very awkward in introduc- 


ing ſubjects of this kind. I aſked him 
for a pen and ink, having a memoran- 
dum to make which I might forget: I 
wrote an order on my banker for twenty 
guineas, and having done ſo I folded it 
vp, and addrefled it to the Baron with 
a line, ſaying, from the confuſed tate 


of affairs in France, I begged him to 


takethe loan of the draft incloſed, and that 
whenever he returned to Paris I would 
draw on him for payment. 
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The Counteſs. coming down ſtairs, 
T handed her to her carriage, and then 
ſtepped back to the room I had juſt 
left, and laid: the letter on the table. 
As I went out I told the Baron that there 
was a letter on the table which I begged 
that he would open. The Counteſs 
ſaid, that ſhe had never heard a tale of 
greater diftreſs; that the Baroneſs was 
in the laſt ſtage of a conſumption. 
What would become of them the did 
not know. I did not like to appear 
inquiſitive ; ſo 1 took my leave promiſ- 
ing to communicate any intelligence 1 
might receive in my abſence from town 
by an immediate expreſs to the Coun- 
teſs. I hardly expect that you will 
comply with my requeſt of ſpending 
a few days here with me. - Indeed, 
when 1 conſider the length of the Jour- 
ney 1 give up the hope. Mr. Hoare 

Joins me in good Nye to > Yourſelf and 
| the 


- 
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the Ladies, from whom I expect a letter 
very ſoon. | 


Your's 


"LANDSFORD., 
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EI T HAVE deferred writing to my dear - WM 
x Jacquiline until after the arrival of bil 
3 our friends. This event took place 1 
) near a week fince ; and they are nearly 4} 
= fettled at Maiden-Hall, as Lady Suſan vi 
has named it. My brother and myſelf {Fi 
are. alſo in our cottage, which looks 1 
quite delightful, We have dreſſed up _ Mi 
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our little garden, which begins to bloom, 
as a reward ro our trouble. We are 
never abſent from the Hall; ſo that we 


may almoſt literally be ſaid to reſide 
there, 


1 need not deſeribe the Ladies to you, 
as you have ſeen both the elder ones, 
but not my principal favourite ; and 
ſhe would be your's too, had you known 
her; I mean Lady Julia— beſpeak a 
| ſmall corner of your friendſhip for her. 
It muſt not be extended too far, or I ſhall 
be jealous: I think I begin again to feel 
a dawn of that ſerenity that uſed to at- 
tend us in eur beloved convent. When 
I walk out, I look round on the neigh- 
bouring hills, and wiſh to ſee its white 
towers riſing to my view : I give a fi gh 
to depatied. happineſs, and endeavour 


to reconcile my mind to the lot that 
awaits me, 


My 
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My brother does not look ſo well as 
I could wiſh. He is not happy! I am 
ſure that he is not ! When I queſtion 
him on this ſubje&, he ſays, how can 
I expe&t him to be happy whilſt we 
are in this dreadful ſtate of exile. But 
this though certainly a ſubject of ſor- 
row, is not the ſource from whence his 
uncaſineſs ſprings. That he has con- 
ceived an affection for Lady Suſan Spen- 
cer is very evident; but I do not per- 
ceive any figns in her Ladyſhip that 
look like a return on her part: on the 
contrary, ſhe ſeems to take pains to 


vex and teize him. She ſeems to poſ- 


ſeſs a maſculine mind, though her per- 


ſon is truly feminine. You was right 


in your conjecture when you ſaid, that 
you did not think that I ſhould like her 
Ladyſhip: I certainly do not admire 
her ſo much as either of the other 


Ladies, particularly Lady Julia ; ſhe is 


a ſecond Jacquiline. You will always 
hold 
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hold the firſt place in my eſteem, ſo don't 
be jealous, Were you of our party I 
ſhould be moſt happy, at leaſt as much 
ſo as my preſent ſtate will admit of. 
With you, my early friend, I can have 
no ſecrets—You write to me of the 
Duke de Bx, and entreat me to uſe 
bim with leſs ſeverity. He has an in- 
tereſt even ſuperior to Jacquiline's, and 
yet I cannot, I dare not yield to that. 
I am obliged to combat with my own 
heart ; how the conteſt may end Heaven 
only knows, it is a very ſevere one. 
Gratitude and pride at war with love 
and honour. From childhood I always 
felt myſelf intereſted in every thing that 
concerned Henrique; the dear name I was 
uſed, in happier days, to call him by. As 
I grew up, that intereſt aſſumed another 
ſhape : It ripened into affection, which 
his many virtues have ſtrengthened and 
now rendered it permanent with my exiſ- 
tence. —e he left me at Tregony, 


he 
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he entreated me to give him half an 
hour alone; I did ſo. And, during a walk 
I took with him, he declared himſelf 
my lover,, This I had long perceived 
by his numberleſs attentions : I will not 
act the prude ſo much, as to ſay, I re- 
ceived his declaration without infinite 
ſatisfaction. Though, I hope, I did 


not betray my emotions to him who 


had cauſed them. He entreated me to 
unite my fate witb his, and not let any 
falſe notions of my brothers influence my 
conduct. He ſaid, he was conſci- 
ous that there did not exiſt a female on 
earth for whom his mother entertained 
a greater regard; and, but for a fooliſh 
wiſh of aggrandizing him by uniting 
him to a woman for whom he had con- 
ceived an averſion, ſhe would be happy 
in calling me as ſhe had often done in 


happier days, her deareſt daughter. I 


told him, that however diſagreeable for 
me to ſay any thing that might tend to 
- give 
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give him a moment's pain, yet, that 
it was impoſſible for me, ſituated as 1 
then was, and he in the predicament 
he then ſtood with regard to his couſin, 
to accept his offered hand ; but that 1 
- ſhould © cheriſh the remembrance of his 
partiality in my heart with the ſincereſt 
gratitude. Gratitude ! Adela, he re- 
plied, is that the warmeſt ſentiment I 
may hope to inſpire in your boſom ? 
Give me but to hope that you would not 


be cruel did not our preſent fituation + | 


lead you to appear thus ſevere. In ſhort, 
he talked me almoſt” out of my pru- 
dence. Ar leaſt he ſaid ſo much, and 
entreated fo earneſtly, that I promiſed 
ro receive his letters, if my brother gave 
me his permiſfion. This, he faid, was 
a condition moſt hard, as he had no 
reaſon to think that Robert would allow 
him any indulgence; that he once was 
his friend, but that he bad lately learnt 
to make diſtinctions incompatible with 

friend- 
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friendſhip. But ſince I would grant him 
no indulgence that was not ſanctioned, 
he ſhould endeavour to gain my brother's 
permiſſion. He juſt joining us at the time, 1 
L left chem together, glad to avoid a 
longer trial of my ſenſibility. Nothing 
can be greater oppoſites than Henrique ö 
and Lady Thereſa. She is molt unamiable 
in, her; manners and ungraceful in her 
perſon, — always aſſumin g. conſequence 
from her immenſe wealth; ſhe demands 
attention, and when it is given her, ſhe 
diſguſts, you with filly remarks, and 
affected, childiſh manners. J ventured; 
in, the courſe of my converſation with 
Henrique, to ſpeak of Lady Thereſa 1 
more than once. He declared that ſhe | 

was. moſt diſagreeable to him, and that 
had he no prepoſſeſſion, his heart could 11 
never! have yielded to bis mocher s wiſhes. 
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has brought me to the determination, 
never to give my hand to the Duke 
without her knowledge and previous 
conſent: This I communicated to her 
in a letter, that I ſent in anfwer- to 


_ her's; which was couched in affec- 


tionate, yet alſo in unfeeling terms, as I 
well knew that ſhe was no ſtranger to the 
partiality- of her ſon. She made this 
very evident on the day I left her to join 
you at Montmorin, and has given me 


hints of it ſince that time. The fortune 


of ker niece is neceſſary to keep up the 
ſtyle of living Henrique has been accuſ- 
tomed to; i ſhe therefore wiſhes for the 
union to ſeeure this to the Duke. His 
own poſſeſſions are loſt perhaps for ever. 
Could 1 ſtep between him and indepen- 
dence, and with my hand unite him to 
beggary? Cruel fortune denies me to 
be happy; but its utmoſt ſeverity ſhall not 
compel me tod an act that would degrade 


me in my own opinion. Let him wed 


- Where 


- 
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where intereſt points, whilſt I fink into 


oblivion with an approving conſcience. I 


I hope your proſpects are brightning, 
and that a ſhort time will reſtore you to 


that {tate of which you are ſo eminently 
deſerving. I will not write longer, as 1 | 
you have too much cauſe, on your own I 
account, to dwell on melancholy ſub- if | 
jets. I have given Lady Julia a tincture 1 
of | my! diſpoſition, ſor ſhe is not ſo gay it 
as on the firſt days of her arrival here. | 
Perhaps that gaiety was inſpired by no- l ö 
velty, which is often the caſe. Adieu, I 
| my friend, | 
3 85 ADELA DE MONTFORT, 
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I AM now to give you an account, 
according to my engagement in my laſt, 
of what paſſed in conſequence of my em- 

baſſy from Colonel Maccudderic to Lady 
PFitzarran. 5 1 


Although a kind of tacit agreement, 
or conſent and harmonious union of 
mind had taken place, between Lady 
Fitzarran and myſelf, and that this was 
pretty well underſtood on both fides, | 
ſtill, as I mentioned to you before, I 
was under a degree of conſtraint and | 
embarraſſment, as I had not dared to 

| avoiv | 
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avow my ſentiments, or to make any | 
expreſs or direct declarations-—On 'a [| 
recent occaſion, indeed, 1 had come 
N near, treſpaſſed almoſt on the 
borders of declaration. T he converſa- 
tion turned, as we were taking an even- 
ing walk, Lady Fitzarran, the young 
ladies, and myſelf, in the garden, on 
the ſubject of ſecond. marriages.. Lady 
Fitzarran obſerved, that, among tl.e 
Afatics, both in ancient and modern 
times, it was accounted an indelicate 
and diſhonourable thing far a woman of 
any rank to marry a ſecond huſband. 
She quoted the conteſt of the Pheenician 
Queen D1vo, between love and honour, 
as it is beautifully deſcribed by Virgil 
in his Fourth Aoeid.; 


— ee Ann 0 „ 5 
— 2 n —_ *,, wt ny ws £ * 2 1 R . * 5 in es wa os = 1 _. 4 * — 2 ** 
b 8 2 . . ——  —  — —— — © EIA 
8 2 mie iO 1 2 8 re * 
r — 8 = 15 3 8 , | : 


—œ—L—j—ä' z 7˙7—62ũ — 
— oe 


„ 
— 


For ons Sichzus was untimely lain, * | | i 
This only man is able to ſubvert | ö 
The fix'd foundations of my ſtubborn heart, | | 1 
And, to confeſs my frailty, to my ſlame, 4 

Somewhat 1 find within, if not the ſame, 


Too like the ſparkles of my former flame 
OW N 3 But 


Enn 


W 


270 ROBERT AND ADELA. 


But firſt, let yawning earth a paſſage rend, 
And let me through the dark abyſs deſcend; 
- Firſt let avenging Jove, with flames from high, 
Drive down this body to the nether ſky, 


/ 


Condemn'd with ghoſts in endleſs night to lie, 
Before I break the plighted faith I gave: 


No; he who had my vows, ſhall ever have; 


K or whom 9 I worſhip in the grave. 
f Da vozx's VIs0zr. 


2 


bas Fitzarran, from the ancient inha- 


bitants of Afia Minor, paſſed eaſtward 
to India, where we find ladies of rank 
among the Gentoos, or Hindoos, as 
they are ſometimes called, voluntarily 
burning on the ſame funeral pile with 
their deceaſed huſband ; remarking, at 
the ſame time, that the moſt heroic ef- 
fort of ardent affection was found in the 


weaker ſex, and the effeminate climate 


Fd 


I could not 1 the juſtneſs of this 
remark-; but as I had no mind, at that 
fine & to Fol, or even a pprove. of ſuch 
8 proofs 
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-proofs of heroiſm, I obferved, that the 
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cuſtom of ladies burning with their huſ- 


bands in India, probably owed its origin 
to ſome barbarous jealouſy on the part 
of the men; of ſome prince or princes, 
from whom the example had deſcended 
to others: even as a cuſtom, againſt 
which the female mind naturally revolts, 
has been introduced, by compulſion, 
among the Nairs, the moſt ancient in- 
habitants that are known of India,” on 
the-coaſt of Malabar“ . I added to all 
this, that the women of the Eaſt, before 
their aſcending the funeral pile, ſtupi- 
fied ſenſation, as much as poſſible, by 
narcotics and the ſtrongeſt intoxicating 
drugs. Still, however, I was obliged 
to acknowledge the ſelt· devotion of 


be cuſtom hero alluded to is, 3 this: : 


Every female, of whatever condition, among the 
Nxiss, is obliged, on meeting a man in any houſe, 
or even on the highway, to draw afide her veil, 
and. uncover her boſom. 
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Afiatie wives, was à great honour to the 
female character, and raiſed it, at leaſt, 
to an equality with regard to What is 
moſt intereſting and glorious in human 
nature, fincere love and invincible! cou- 
rage, with that of man — Lady Suſan 
Spencer herſelf, ſaid her Ladyſhip, could 
not have aſſerted a — honour 15 
the women. Dun O28 2: 
@f-25197216 3.4 0): e214 4200 Sete 
23 White this am e Wenden 
was. going forward, the young Ladies 
had got greatly a-head of their mother 
and me, ſo that we were left by ourſelves 
Lady Fitzarran till inſiſted that there 
appeared to be, and that the world, in 
general, certainly thought that there is 
in ſecond marriages, on the part of the 
Lady, where there is not any deficiency 
either of fortune or friends, not a little 
indelicacy.—1 urged, that on an accu- 
rate obſervation of the human mind in 


a ſtate of refiucment, we would be con- 
b IR vinced, 
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.vinced; that the pangs of grief, at the 
loſs of friends, are the moſt ſevere of all 
mental maladies; that there is, if I could 


rightly interpret, what J had often ſeen, 


no earthly {uffering comparable to that 
which a man experiences on the; loſs of 
an affectionate wife. But, after the vio- 
lence of his grief is abated, by time, as 
it muſt be, he will, by-a natural impulſe, 
endeavour to repair his loſs by forming 
a connexion with a woman of a ſimilar 
character. There is no other way in- 
deed, of repairing it. This, to thoſe 


who do not duly reflect on the nature of 


the mind, and conduct, or progreſs, of 


the paſſions, may appear to be ſome what 


problematical. It cannot, they may ſay, 


be ſuppoſed that a man could have loved 
his firſt, who is miſerable till he marries, 
a ſecond wife. But they are ignorant of 
the principles that compoſe his conſtitu - 
tion. They forget that the ſame warmth , 
of heart, the ſame prediſpoſition, in fa- 

N 13s; vour 
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vour of domeſtic life, with all the con- 
comitant habits that led him to enter 
into the former connexion, will of courſe 
induce him to enter into the latter—But, 
if a man, with all the gay and the buſy, 
and the ambitious world before him, can- 
not be happy without a renovation as it 
were of thoſe habits and feelings, which 
in a manner conſtitute himſelf, how much 
more natural for a tender female heart to 
give way to the acceptance of ſuch con- 
folation? In the animation to which I had 
raiſed my ſpirits in the courſe of this ar- 
gument, I ventured to confeſs, that J 
| ſhould be very ſorry if I ſhould not be 
able to "perſuade her Ladyſhip that I 
was in the right on this important ſub- 
ject— By a ſmile, in anſwer, I flattered 
myſelf, that Lady Fitzarran approved 
my pleaded reaſon.—But, on the occa- 
ſion of my embaſſy from Colonel Mac- 
cudderick, 1 declared my paſſion as well 
as my gratitude and eſteem for her La- 

dyſhip with equal ardour and fincerity. 
| 1 ſne 
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She did not effect to be either ſurprized 
or diſpleaſed Things are in a fair train. 
But it is now time that I return to our 
gueſts in the parlour—whoſe conduct, 
on their diſappointment, afforded the 
higheſt degree of merriment. 


I will therefore write you once more, 
and only once ; for ſoon, thereafter, eti- 
quette will demand that you ſhould 
| write to 
ed N Tour 5 always, 


JAMES HARROWBY. 
— ien eee, — 


THE DUKE DE B 


„ 


10 * 
ROBERT DE MONTF ORT. 


l HAvE been waiting for a Jertes 
theſe two or three days; but, as day 
alter: day I have met with nothing but 
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We pen I muſt now enqutre the 
Laufe 'of your filence. That this is not 
oeeaſſoned by the indiſpofition of either 
Yourſelf or your lovely fifter, I moſt fin- 
cerely hope. When we laſt ſpoke upon 
the ſubje&'neareſt'to my heart, and be- 
fore which all others fink, ou obſtinate- 
ly forbad my correſponding with Adela; 
but 1 ſhall preſume on that friendſhip 
which has ſubſiſted ſo many years be: 
twixt us, without any breach or intermiſ- 
fion, to act in this | point againſt your 
| inclinations, though not clandeſtinely. 
Let me have ſome little conſolation in 
abſence. I am almoſt perſuaded, that 
you are ignorant what the paſſion of love 
is, or you would not perſiſt in rendering 
me miſerable, when ſo very trifling a li- 
- berty could contribute to reconcile me 
to the abſence of the woman I adore, 
A very contrary' ſentiment puts me in 
mind to erer. _ es yeſterday 
HT ien e 92: evening 


2110 


- 
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evening artived my aunt and Lady The- 
reſa, for whom I have hired # convenient 
and elegant houſe in Pall- Mall. Every 
time ] ſee this couſin of mine, it is with | 
"increaſe of averſion. Ah! how unlike your 
I will ſay, my Adela Lady Thereſa 
is bold; preſuming; haughty, and paſſion- 
ate. Conceit uſurps the place of judg - 
ment and effrontery of ability. She is 
proud without dignity, and ſelfiſh with- 
out delicacy. Adela thou art but ler 
me not profane her virtues by contraſt- 
ing them with their oppoſite. © Let me 
not compare her noble and ingenuous 


2 2 bh 5 Foes: , II 


ſoul: with the conceits of ignorance, with 1 
the | contractions: of ſelfiſhneſs. I am 1 


obliged to be frequently in Pall-Mall. 
Her Ladyſhip behaves with the moſt un- 
embarraſſed familiarity, though I treat 
her with the moſt diſtant civility. Her 
manner is that of a woman who is con- 
fident of pleaſing. The diſguſt + which 
ſuch conduct excites is heightened by 
4 95 my 
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my nc ſituation; I cannot long en- 
dure a ſtate ſo full of mortification. I 
willſexplain myſelf, and quit this ſcene 
for one where I ſhall be at liberty to 
think and act freely. Why is Adela ſo 
- immitably. beautiful, and ſo irreſiſtably 
attractive? Why does ſhe poſſeſs that 
winning ſimplicity of manner? Why 
adoring her as I do, am I with-held from 
offering her my hand, and entreating her 
to give me her heart in exchange? No 
power on earth—; no, not a mother's 
authority, ſhall prevent me from doing 
this, the moment that I am at ay to 
leave this deteſtible town. | 


40 e a e e for my 
own reflections have almoſt driven me to 
madneſs. That you have a ſincere friend- 
ſhip for me I am aſſured, and that the 
moſt honorable motives actuate you to 
refuſe me the hand of Adela. Falſe de- 
licacy often deſtroys the Peace it too anxi- 
1 ouſly 
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; ouſly ſeeks to preſerve; and when the 
evil is paſt prevention, we lament our 
unhappy faſtidiouſneſs. 


I am in town as it were alone. Lord 
Landsford is gone to his ſeat in the coun- 


try, whither he very earneſtly entreated 
me to accompany him; but it was im- 


poſſible, as I was obliged to ſtay to meet 
theſe Ladies, who cauſe me ſuch infinite 
trouble. It is true, our acquaintance and 
connexions in England are ſuch, that I 
could eaſily introduce myſelf into many 
families, but my ſpirits are out of tune 
for mere unmeaning viſiting. My own 
thoughts are preferable, miſerable as they 
generally are, to the abſurdity of cere- 
mony. Ia the wretchedneſs of abſence 
I ſoothe myſelf, 1 call up the ſweet 
hope of living to make Adela happy, 
and to be bleſſed in her affection in re- 
turn. In the enchantments of hope 1 
lole myſelf. Thus from day to day 

I drag 
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I drag on an exiſtence, which, only for 
hope, could not be borne by 


; . \ 
Your friend, | 
1 PE BT KX. 
. 1 


IE COUNTESS ps MONTMORIN 


T 0 


2 


ADELA DE MON T FORT. 


EVER diſtant ray of hope is 
vaniſhed, and grief has at laſt over- 
whelmed me. The Count —how ſhall 
: 1 write the ſentence? Is no more 
T am' a miſerable outcaſt, driven ſrom 

my country, from my friends, deprived 
of every ſupport but that of heaven! 
which, 'T'truft, will ſuſtain me a to bear 

this ſevere affliction as I ovght, 
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" Lift night'a newſpaper confirmed. my 
fears by announeing the name of my 
"huſband among the unfortunate victims 


to tyranny, My ſpirits are fo totally 


ſabdued by this eyent, , 1 can only 


fubfetibe mylelf, 

3 - O84 (ES HE 
| "Your affited, . 
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MISS BNNA/FLTAAREAR, 


2 "NOW * bent of your being near 


Teturning to town, my conſcience re- 


$3 


a breach of promiſe to you. Indeed, you 


muſt pardon me, for letter-wr: ting 1 


nevct could bring myſelf to ſit down to 
en with 


proaches me with having | been guilty. of 
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with any.degree of patience, . Beſides, 
being ſo much confined with my ſtudies, 
I had nothing new or een ee to 


I have emerged from my former ob- 
ſcurity, and am at length allowed to 
viſit that world, and thoſe ſcenes we 
have ſo often contemplated with pleaſure 
at a diſtance. You too, are juſt in the 
ſame ſituation. My Tiſter Sabina tells 
me that you was introduced at the Caſtle 
laſt week, and that ſhe has heard that 
many encomiums were paſſed on your 
firſt appearance. I am not to be preſent- 
ed till next winter; but, ins the mean 
time, I am to be allowed to taſte the 
ſweets of liberty among theſe mountains. 
At this reſpite, I am truly happy; noiſe 
and racket are not amongſt the catalogue 
of my enjoyments. Sober rational plea- 
ſure I ſhall ever Prefer. The ſociety I 


am now in, ſeem | to me to be all I wiſh 


for, 


— 
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for, and to paſs my life thus quietly— 
Quietly did I ſay? That word had no 
ſort of buſineſs in my letter, for Lam 
not perfectly quiet: 1 am angry with 
myſelf for what is out of my power to 
avoid. This is, giving my eſteem to the 
Count de Montfort, who is in our neigh 
bourhood with his ſiſter. He is the hand- 
ſameſt young man you have ever ſeen, but 
beauty of perſon is not amongſt the great- 
eſt of his perfections: his manners are ſo 
prepoſſeſſing that it is hardly poſſible to 
ſee and not to admire him. My ſiſter Su- 
ſan will aſſent to my laſt ſentence, Lhave 
no doubt: for the Count bends all his 
attention to pleaſe her: not but he is po- 
lite to all. How much muſt my ſiſter feel 
herſelf flattered by his preference; yet 
ſhe does not ſeem to attend to him ſo 
much as he wiſhes. I heard him and 
Sabina ſpeaking much on the ſubject of 
her levity—he entreated Sabina to en- 
deavour to alter her preſent opinion re- 
ſpecting himſelf, Now would I give the 

| would 
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PET? BY Age 2 NT | = 
world to know what that opinion was. 


It was a taſk ſhe promiſed him, that ſhe 


would undertake for his ſake, though 


ſhe conjured him not to place any hope 
an ber ſucceſs : argument, ſhe ſaid, 
mould not be wanting; but, having ſo 


often applied the ſame engine without 
effect, ſhe was quite in deſpair, When 


the Count was gone, I aſked what it was 


he was ſo earneſt about; and was an- 


dwered; that it was immaterial, as he 
would meet nothing but diſappointment. 
1 ſuſpect that he has ſolicited Sabina to 


entreat Suſan to hearken to his love— 
For that he is in love I really believe. 


Perhaps they may be both miſtaken, 


and Suſan may not be ſo averſe to his 
ſuit as they imagine. She is for ever 
peaking in his praiſe, though I have 


often heard her ſay, that ſhe would ne- 
ver marry, not being inclined to have a 


ſuperior. The Count is too gentle to 


5 dapertorfty ever any one, and he 
N 1 | may 
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may be an exception. I have talked 
frequently with Madamoiſelle de Mont- 
fort on the ſubject of the Count' 8 
paſſion for my ſiſter, She thinks juſt as L 
do, and laments the fallen ſtate of their 
family in terms ſo. pathetic, that 1 am 
induced frequently to fit down and j join 
my tears with her. My ſiſter's fortune 
being ſo ample, ſhe can never. be actu- 
ated by ſo ſelfiſh a motive as to reject 


the Count for his want of it. His fa- 


mily is noble: but why ſhould L inte- 
reſt my ſelf i in my ſiſter's concerns? per- 
baps you can tell me more of her inten- 
tions, than I can tell you, as ſhe keeps 
up a conſtant correſpondence with, Miss 


Fitzarran. 


75 
* w * 0 7 
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95 like the RA have vaſtly: the Count 
ankeaaetl: it for us, and took infinite 


pains to put it in order for our reception, 


attending to every little minute eircum. 
ſtance that might contribute to our con- 
venience 
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venience and comfort. We are Vere i 
ſmall private family, not a an 2 | 
community as we were at Oakſtock. My 
ſiſter has ind ited a large party of the gen- 
tlemen of the country to a dinner, againſt 
which Sabina has ſpent moſt of this 
morning in remonſtrance, but without 
ſucceſs, as Suſan will not bear controul 
in any thing. I generally quit the room 
when any of theſe diſputes commence; 
as, in my opinion, my ſiſter Sommerville 
has almoſt always the right fide of the 
argument, and I would not ſhew a pre- 
ference, which I muſt do if appealed to. 
| You will begin to think me grown con- 
ceited, when I ſay that my opinion would 
be attended to by my elder ſiſters: but 
as I have been always taught by my re- 
vered mother to reaſon, and to act from 
the reſult of thinking, they do condeſ- 
eend to hear me ſometimes. There are 
no young people in this country: for 
thoſe whoſe years might entitle them to 
e the 
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the appellarion „are educated ſo formal Ys 
that there is little difference i in manner 
from the grandmother to the grand- 
daughter. Adela de Montfort is ſo 
much to my tafte, that I am not at a loſs 
for company. I take my hat and ſtroll 
acroſs the fields to her cottage, and if I 
am in bad humour when I ſet out, when 
I lift the hatch of the cottage garden, 
I find it vaniſh, and the fight of my friend 
reſtores me to myſelf. The cottage is 
within fight of our houſe, ſo that I can 
wander alone to it, and the Count is al- 


ways ſo good as to eſcort me home again. 


I hope that the Count de Montfort 
has ſecured a fortune ſufficient to ſupply 
his neceſſities, though not adequate to 
the deſerts of himſelf and lovely ſiſter. 
Adela is beloved by the Duke de B***, 

and has given him her affections in re- 
turn. This I made her own to me; tho? 


ſhe declared, that I was the only perſon, 


except _ 
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except one,tg whom ſhe had confided this 
ſecret. Ui is ſafe with you 1 am ſure, I 


iA 141 911 


oply tell i it to you, that you may rejoice 

| with me, that this amiable girl. is hkely, 
to be happy, though at preſent in adverſe 

| .Fircuraſtances. Adieu. 
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